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November __, 2026
Kirsten Baesler
Assistant Secretary of Education
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202 
Dear Assistant Secretary Baesler: 
I am writing to request a waiver, pursuant to section 8401 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), for the following programs due to challenges as explained in this request.
State: Nebraska
Period of availability of funds in section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA): to extend the period of availability of FY 2024 funds for programs in which the SEA participates under its approved consolidated State plan until September 30, 2027. The programs are: 
[bookmark: Check2]|X|  Title I, Part A of the ESEA (Improving Basic Programs Operated by LEAs), including the portions of the SEA’s Title I, Part A award used to carry out section 1003 school improvement, section 1003A direct student services, if applicable, and Title I, Part D, Subpart 2 
[bookmark: Check3]|_|  Title I, Part B of the ESEA (State Assessment Formula Grants) 
[bookmark: Check4]|_|	Title I, Part C of the ESEA (Education of Migratory Children) 
[bookmark: Check5]|_|  Title I, Part D, Subpart 1 of the ESEA (Prevention and Intervention Programs for 
Children and Youth Who Are Neglected, Delinquent, or At Risk) 
[bookmark: Check6]|X|  Title II, Part A of the ESEA (Supporting Effective Instruction) 
[bookmark: Check7]|_|	Title III, Part A of the ESEA (English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement) 
[bookmark: Check8]|X|  Title IV, Part A of the ESEA (Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants) 
[bookmark: Check9]|_|  Title IV, Part B of the ESEA (21st Century Community Learning Centers) 
[bookmark: Check10]|_|  Title V, Part B, Subpart 2 of the ESEA (Rural and Low-Income School Program) 

I am requesting this waiver because it is not possible to obligate funds on a timely and responsible basis. 
As Nebraska implements its 2026–2030 Strategic Plan, the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) is focused on ensuring that state set-aside (SSA) funds are used strategically and effectively to improve student achievement across the state. The plan’s three priorities—Accelerating Student Achievement, Growing the Educator Pipeline, and Equipping Learners for the Workforce—are interconnected and essential to ensuring that all Nebraska students have access to high-quality educational opportunities and achieve meaningful academic growth. To maximize the impact of these funds on student outcomes, the Department requested a waiver to consolidate state use of funds, providing greater flexibility to align available resources with the state’s strategic priorities and the needs of Nebraska’s students and schools.
Uncertainty at the federal level regarding Title I funding has prompted State Education Agencies (SEAs) and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to exercise caution in the use of available funds, resulting in unspent balances. Additionally, School Improvement funds have been used to support schools approaching the conclusion of their three-year school improvement cycles. Nebraska is currently in the process of identifying new Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) and Comprehensive Support and Improvement–Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (CSI-ATSI) schools. At the conclusion of the previous improvement cycle, some schools no longer met the criteria for identification and exited improvement status.
Rather than reallocating remaining funds solely among schools continuing in the program, NDE determined that directing these resources to newly identified CSI and CSI-ATSI schools would provide an opportunity to maximize the impact of federal school improvement investments. Providing financial support at the beginning of these schools’ improvement cycles is critical to accelerating student achievement, as it enables schools to implement evidence-based interventions, address identified academic needs, strengthen instructional practices, and build the capacity necessary to improve student outcomes. Early and targeted investments can help schools establish a strong foundation for improvement, close achievement gaps, and support sustained academic growth for all students, particularly those attending schools identified as needing additional support.
The additional time provided through a Tydings waiver would allow Nebraska to use available funds more strategically and effectively, ensuring that resources are directed toward schools and initiatives with the greatest identified needs and the strongest alignment with the Department’s strategic priorities. This flexibility would enable NDE to prioritize investments that directly support improved teaching and learning, accelerate student achievement, and promote measurable, sustainable academic progress. By aligning funding decisions with identified student needs and school improvement goals, Nebraska can maximize the impact of available resources and strengthen its commitment to ensuring that every student can succeed academically and graduate prepared for college, career, and life.
In seeking this waiver, I assure that: 
[bookmark: Check12]|X|  The SEA will use, and ensure that its subgrantees use, funds under the respective programs in accordance with the provisions of all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications not subject to these waivers. 
[bookmark: Check13]|X|  The SEA will work to mitigate, and ensure that its subgrantees work to mitigate, any negative effects that may occur as a result of the requested waivers. 
[bookmark: Check14]|X|  The SEA has provided the public and all LEAs in the State with notice of, and the opportunity to comment on, this request by posting information regarding the waiver request and the process for commenting on the State website in the manner in which the SEA customarily provides such notice and opportunity to comment and has enclosed with this waiver request any comments received and a description of how the SEA addressed such comments. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

					Sincerely,
					


					Brian Maher, Ed.D.
					Nebraska Commissioner of Education
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