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NSCAS Alternate Guidance for NOR Code 
Definition of NOR 
NOR (Student Not Responsive) is a conditional Not-Tested Code used exclusively for the NSCAS Alternate Assessment when a student is unable to interact with and respond to assessment items.
NOR may only be assigned when a student is unable to provide a response to any attempted assessment item. If a student provides a response to any assessment item, NOR does not apply and the assessment will be scored accordingly. 
No Predetermination of Student Response
A student's ability to respond to the assessment must not be predetermined based on the nature or severity of the student's disability, previous performance, communication needs, or anticipated level of responsiveness.
All students participating in the NSCAS Alternate Assessment must be provided reasonable and meaningful opportunities to participate in each required content-area assessment. Even when a test administrator believes a student may be unable to respond, the test administrator must attempt to administer at least three (3) assessment items in each required content-area assessment.
For example, a fifth-grade student must be provided an opportunity to respond to at least three (3) assessment items in each of the following required content areas:
English Language Arts
Mathematics
Science
The three items do not have to be the first three items in the assessment. Test administrators may select items they determine are most appropriate for the student's individual needs and provide the best opportunity for the student to provide a response.
As stated in the NSCAS Alternate Proctor Guide, test administrators/proctors are expected to review the manual prior to testing to ensure assessments are administered accurately and efficiently. Reviewing assessment items in advance can also help test administrators/proctors identify items that may provide the best opportunity for a student with limited responsiveness to provide a response.
Providing reasonable opportunities to participate extends beyond presenting the minimum three assessment items. Test administrators should use appropriate communication supports, allowable prompts, wait time, and individualized access strategies when administering the assessment. When appropriate, testing opportunities may occur across multiple sessions or days within the allowable testing window.
When NOR Should Be Applied
NOR may be considered only after the student has been provided reasonable and meaningful opportunities to participate in the assessment. NOR may be assigned when all of the following criteria are met:
The student has been provided reasonable and meaningful opportunities to engage with and respond to the assessment.
The test administrator/proctor has attempted to administer at least three (3) assessment items in each required content-area assessment: ELA and Mathematics (grades 3–8 and third-year high school cohort) and Science (grades 5, 8, and third-year high school cohort). 
The student is unable to provide a response to any attempted assessment item.
There is sufficient evidence to believe the student will not respond to additional assessment items.
When all criteria have been met, the test administrator/proctor may cease testing and NOR may be assigned to the student's test record by the test administrator/proctor, District Assessment Contact (DAC), or School Assessment Contact (SAC), in accordance with district procedures and system permissions.
NOR is determined separately for each required content-area assessment. A student's responsiveness, or lack of responsiveness, in one content area must not be used to determine whether NOR is appropriate in another content area.
When NOR Should Not Be Applied
NOR should not be assigned when any of the following circumstances apply:
The student provides a response to any assessment item. If the student provides even one response within a required content-area assessment—ELA or Mathematics (grades 3–8 and third-year high school cohort) or Science (grades 5, 8, and third-year high school cohort)—NOR does not apply to that assessment, and the assessment will be scored accordingly. 
The student's nonresponse appears to be temporary or related to behavior, refusal, frustration, fatigue, disengagement, illness, discomfort, or another circumstance that may affect the student's ability or willingness to participate at that time.
The student has not yet been provided reasonable and meaningful opportunities to engage with and respond to the assessment.
The required attempt to administer at least three (3) assessment items in each required content-area assessment—ELA and Mathematics (grades 3–8 and third-year high school cohort) and Science (grades 5, 8, and third-year high school cohort)—has not been completed. 
When a student's nonresponse appears to be temporary or related to behavioral or testing circumstances, the testing session should be paused or ended, as appropriate, and the student should be provided another opportunity to participate at a later time within the allowable testing window.
NOR is intended for a student who is unable to engage with and respond to assessment items. It is not intended for a student who is able to respond but does not do so during a particular testing session. 
1–3 Item Submissions
The number of assessment items submitted does not, by itself, determine whether NOR is appropriate.
If a student provides no response to any attempted assessment item, NOR may be assigned when all other NOR criteria have been met.
If a student provides a response to one (1) or more assessment items, NOR does not apply. The assessment will be scored accordingly based on the student's submitted responses.
An assessment with only one (1) to three (3) submitted responses must not be assigned NOR solely because the assessment was not completed.
Only students with zero responses may be assigned NOR.
How to Assign NOR – Online Mode
1. Administer at least three (3) assessment items in each required content-area assessment: ELA and Mathematics (grades 3–8 and third-year high school cohort) and Science (grades 5, 8, & third-year high school cohort).
2. If the student provides no response to any attempted item and all NOR criteria have been met, cease testing.
3. Do not enter a response on behalf of the student.
4. Manually assign the NOR Not-Tested Code to the student’s test record.
5. NOR may be assigned by the proctor, District Assessment Contact (DAC), or School Assessment Contact (SAC), according to district procedures and system permissions.
How to Assign NOR – Paper-and-Pencil Mode
1. Ensure paper-and-pencil administration is documented in the student’s IEP.
2. Administer at least three (3) assessment items on the paper-and-pencil form in each required content-area assessment: ELA and Mathematics (grades 3–8 and third-year high school cohort) and Science (grades 5, 8, and third-year high school cohort). 
3. If the student provides no response to any attempted item and all NOR criteria have been met, cease testing.
4. Log in to the student's online assessment to record participation. 
5. Do not enter a response on behalf of the student. 
6. View a single item, navigate to the final item, and exit the assessment with no responses selected.
7. NOR may be assigned by the proctor, District Assessment Contact (DAC), or School Assessment Contact (SAC), according to district procedures and system permissions.
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