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NDE: Announcements/Reminders from School Finance & Organization Services (July 2026)

Due Dates/Dates of Importance

School Finance & Budget Webinar
The recording of the June 24, 2026 webinar and presentation materials are available at
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/webinars/.

Pupil Transportation Zoom Group Meeting
e Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 1:00 CT
e Zoom Meeting Link — https://educationne.zoom.us/j/99579487637

Contact:
e Stephanie DeGroot at (402) 540-0649 or stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov
e Pupil Transportation webpage - https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/pupil-transportation/

2024/25 AFR Amendments (Due July 15, 2026)

School districts must submit 2024/25 AFR amendments to NDE no later than July 15 in order to be
included in the 2026/27 State Aid Recalculation. For guidance to amend your AFR, see the links under
“AFR Amendment Information” at https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/annual-financial-report-school-

district/.

Send amendments to -
o Kelsey Larsen at kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov; or
e Stephanie DeGroot at stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov

Expenditure Exclusions Requiring State Board Approval (Due July 20, 2026)

The expenditure exclusions requiring State Board Approval, due dates for succeeding State Board
meetings, and template letters will be available on the School District Budgeting webpage at
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/budgeting-school-district/.

e Requests for the August 7, 2026 State Board Meeting must be received by July 20, 2026.
e Email exclusion requests to kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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New Superintendent Orientations

(Tuesday, July 21, 2026 and Thursday, July 23, 2026; 8:30 am-3:00 pm CT)

There will be two orientations for “new” superintendents, business managers and bookkeepers in July
(see below). The focus of these orientations is to help individuals who are starting their first or
completing their first year as a superintendent, business manager or bookkeeper become comfortable
with the budget process and related school finance issues. Invitations and registration information will
be sent directly to this group of “new” superintendents by the end of June; however, any
superintendent, business manager or bookkeeper may register to attend these orientations. Further
details are available on the New Superintendent Orientation website
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/budgeting-school-district/new-supt-orientation/.

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 (8:30-3:00)
e North Platte (ESU 16; 1221 W 17th St, North Platte, NE 69101)
Thursday, July 23, 2026 (8:30-3:00)

e Lincoln (NDE; 500 S 84th St, 1st Floor Board Room, Lincoln, NE 68510). Itis
recommended to attend in person, but if that is not possible, the July 23™ orientation
will be available by zoom.

If you would like to attend the New Superintendent Orientation, send an email to Micki Iverson at
micki.iverson@nebraska.gov.

Enrollment Option Rejection Report (Due July 31, 2026; New Portal)

The Enrollment Option Rejection report has now moved to the New Portal
(https://newportal.education.ne.gov/home). The purpose of the collection is to collect the number of
applications received, approved, denied, and the reason(s) for denial. Applications received between
June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026 should be reported.

The following New Portal Roles automatically have access to the application: District Admin-Public, Proxy
Admin-Public, Business Manager-Public District Admins, Proxy Admins, & Business Managers. If you do
not have access, you will need to request access by logging into the New Portal, go to Profile > Requests
and then request the “Enrollment Option Rejection Report-District” role (or your Superintendent can
assign it to you directly).

Instructions on how to complete the submission can be found by clicking the “Instructions” button
within the collection. If you have issues approving the collection, you will need to sign out of the New
Portal, clear your cache and browsing history for at least a week, close and reopen your browser, sign
back into the collection, re-enter your data, click “Save”, click “Submit”, and then click “Approve”. If you
are still having issues, please reach out.

Contacts:
o Kelsey Larsen at (402) 450-1418, kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov; or
e Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov
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Information/Documents Recently Made Available

2026/27 Certification of Property Tax Request Authority [*Revised* June 26, 2026]

The Property Tax Authority Certification was updated on 06/26/2026 to correct an issue with the
2025/26 SPED payment that erroneously included the flex funding amount in the model certified on
6/25/26. Updated certification documents are available at the link below:

e Website - https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/budgeting-school-district/property-tax-authority/.

2026/27 School District Budget-Related Information [Due September 30, 2026]
NDE/LC-2 & Other Materials
Materials provided by the Department of Education are available on the FOS/School District
Budgeting webpage at https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/budgeting-school-district/.

APA/Budget & Other Materials

The materials related to the budget process from the Auditor of Public Accounts are available
from the Auditor of Public Accounts’ website at

https://auditors.nebraska.gov/Budget Info.html.

Budget & Related Document Submission

Once the “District Approval” button at the bottom of the LC-2 has been clicked, a dialog box
appears at the top of the LC-2 with steps to upload the budget documents. The budget
documents must be formatted as a pdf; submissions by email or sent by mail will not be
accepted.

Contacts:
e Stephanie DeGroot at (402) 540-0649 or stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov
o Kelsey Larsen at (402) 450-1418 or kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov
e |f you have questions about the NDE Portal or about submitting data online, please contact the
NDE Service Desk at nde.servicedesk@nebraska.gov

2026/27 State Aid Information

Information on the early payment of State Aid for districts demonstrating financial hardship, early
payment for postponed State Aid, and the lump-sum payment for a positive prior year correction is
available at https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/reminders-information/.

Contact:
e Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov

2025/26 LEP & Poverty Allowance Expenditure Requirement [Available on or before July 15, 2026]

By mid-July, the 2025/26 Calculated Poverty Allowance and the 2025/26 Calculated LEP Allowance
reports will be released. School districts should utilize these reports to help determine whether
expenditures reported in the 2025/26 Annual Financial Report to function code 1150 (LEP) and function
code 1160 (Poverty) will be 117.65% or more of the 2025/26 Calculated Allowances.
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When finalized, the reports will be posted here:
2025/26 Calculated LEP Allowance Expenditure Requirement
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/lep-allowance-expenditure-requirement/

2025/26 Calculated Poverty Allowance Expenditure Requirement
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/poverty-allowance-expenditure-requirement/

Contact:
e Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov

Statement of Change in School District Boundaries Due to Annexation by a City or Village (Application
Available Upon Request, Due August 20)

Section 79-1065.02 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes allows a school district to apply for additional State
Aid when property of the district is annexed by a city or village that contains a school district that grows
when the city boundaries change. To qualify for the additional State Aid, the school district must
complete and submit a "Statement of Change in School District Boundaries due to Annexation by a City
or Village and Application for Additional State Aid Under Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-1065.02" (NDE Form 03-065),
available from this office upon request. The completed form must be received in this office by no later
than August 20, 2026 in order for the Department to be able to make the payment by the date specified
in the law. On or before September 20, 2026, the Department shall certify to the applicant school
district the amount of additional State Aid, if any, the school district will receive for the 2026/27 school
year.

Contact:
e  Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov

Search for Candidates to Fill a Vacancy on the State Committee for the Reorganization of School
Districts — Educator [Due August 31, 2026]

The Commissioner of Education has asked the staff of the Financial and Organizational Services to begin
the process of seeking recommendations from the Nebraska education community for any person with
interest and appropriate qualifications for this post. Candidates will be recommended to the State Board
of Education at a future meeting. State Statutes 79-435, R.R.S., requires that the qualification for this
position be an educator, holding a current administrative or teaching certificate. Members of the
Committee serve without compensation but are reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the
performance of their duties. The Committee meets 1-2 times per year or as required by reorganization
activity.

The application is available on the School Reorganization webpage -
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/school-reorganization/. Potential candidates should complete and
submit the application by Monday, August 31, 2026.

Contact:
e Bryce Wilson at (402) 471-4320 or bryce.wilson@nebraska.gov
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Enrollment Option Program Application, Instructions and FAQ’s

* PENDING LEGISLATIVE UPDATES, THE REVISED DOCUMENTS WILL BE RELEASED MID-JULY *

For current enrollment option information, visit https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/enrollment-option-
application-instructions-fags/.

Contacts:
o Kelsey Larsen at (402) 450-1418 or kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov, or
e Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov

Rule 13 Exempt (Home) Schools — 2026/27 School Year

(School District Report will be available beginning in August, 2026)

The 2026/27 filing information is available on the Exempt School Program website. Exemption election
submissions are due annually. Exempt status does not automatically carry forward to the next school
year; an annual filing is required for students of mandatory attendance age.

Schools will be able to access their district’s 2026/27 Exempt Schools — School District Report via the
ADVISER Validation website beginning in August. Please wait until after the report opens to send
inquiries about families not listed on your school district report. More information will be provided in
the August bulletin.

Schools can still access their district’s 2025/26 Exempt Schools — School District Report. This report is
available via the ADVISER Validation website, located on the NDE Legacy Portal.

Program Contacts:
e Beth Bolte & Micki Iverson
e Email: nde.exemptschool@nebraska.gov
e Phone: 402/471-0336
e 2025/26 Exempt School — School District Report: ADVISER Validation website, located on the
NDE Legacy Portal (https://portal.education.ne.gov)
e Exempt School Program website: https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/exempt-schools/

2026 School District Census Report (Note Change in Collection Due Date from July 10, 2026 to October
15, 2026)

Due to a recent legislative change, the School District Census Report will now be available starting
September 1% with submissions due October 15, 2026. The census report collects the number of children
ages 5-18 that reside within a school district’s boundaries as of June 30. Watch for more information in
the September bulletin.

Contacts:
e Kelsey Larsen at (402) 450-1418 or kelsey.larsen@nebraska.gov; or
e Stephanie DeGroot at (402) 540-0649 or stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov

This bulletin is sent monthly to ESU administrators, and public school superintendents and
business managers. A copy of the most recent bulletin is available on the FOS website.
Please forward this email to all appropriate personnel so they are aware of this information.
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