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School Finance Commission Needs Committee was tasked with examining the TEEOSA model, 

but began by analyzing the "needs" component of the formula. The committee met multiple 

times including virtual meetings on February 25, March 25, April 8, and April 22, along with an 

in-person session on April 30 prior to the full commission meeting. The committee—comprised 

of Dr. Aaron Plas, Lou Ann Linehan, Dr. Liz Standish, Ann Foster, Dr. Shavonna Holman, Sarah 

Scott, and Senator Jana Hughes—has focused its work on understanding how student need, 

particularly poverty, is identified, measured, and funded across Nebraska. Discussions have 

centered on improving transparency in student counts, evaluating which districts receive poverty 

funding and how much, and exploring how other states structure similar supports. The group 

has also examined the broader revenue mix, including how much funding should be allocated to 

schools and whether distribution should be tied to specific factors. 

A significant portion of the committee’s work has focused on refining the poverty allowance, 

including examining the impact of a shift to direct certification data to improve accuracy and 

timeliness. The Nebraska Department of Education Finance Department has provided the 

committee with multiple concepts to examine and the committee has narrowed it down to study 

one recommended concept. At this point, the committee is still in the phase of examining the 

impacts any changes to the model would have on both individual districts and the state of 

Nebraska and is not prepared to make any formal recommendations.  

This concludes the Needs Committee report. 

 

Ann Foster, committee chair 

 


