
 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE 
 
 

DATE: April 22, 2026 
 
 
TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher 

Commissioner of Education 
 
 
FROM:   Jamie Cook, Literacy Officer 
 
 
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:  Award funding for Year 3 of the Comprehensive Literacy State 
Development (CLSD) Grant to the identified subaward grantees. 
 
AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other):  Grant 
 
RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
This agenda item requests approval to continue Year 3 funding for the 46 Nebraska Comprehensive Literacy 
State Development (CLSD) subgrantees, contingent upon the federal Grant Award Notification. The CLSD 
grant is a five-year, approximately $55 million federal award (2024–2029) designed to improve literacy 
outcomes for children from birth through grade 12 through evidence-based reading instruction, aligned 
professional learning, and implementation of high-quality instructional materials. As required by the grant, at 
least 95 percent of funds are distributed through a competitive subgrant process, with allocations aligned 
across birth–kindergarten entry (15%), grades K–5 (40%), and grades 6–12 (40%). 
 
This continuation is necessary to maintain momentum in a multi-year implementation effort that aligns with 
state and federal priorities around improving literacy outcomes. The State Board previously approved these 
46 subgrantees in August 2025 following a competitive application process, and districts have been actively 
implementing their approved plans since fall 2025. Current data shows clear and consistent growth in 
educator knowledge, early shifts in instructional practice, and emerging improvements in student outcomes, 
particularly in foundational literacy skills and reductions in the number of students requiring intensive 
support. Given the early stage of implementation, discontinuing or reissuing a new request for applications at 
this point would disrupt established systems and limit the ability of subgrantees to fully implement and realize 
the intended impact of their approved plans. 
 
The CLSD subgrants serve Nebraska schools, educators, leaders, and ultimately students across birth through 
grade 12, with a focus on building educator capacity, strengthening instructional systems, and improving 
literacy outcomes for all learners. The program is administered by the Nebraska Department of Education 
through a competitive subgrant process, followed by annual continuation awards based on progress 
monitoring, budget review, and compliance with federal requirements. Ongoing evaluation includes multiple 
measures such as professional learning assessments, Instructional Practice Guide (IPG) walkthrough data, 
and student-level data including screeners, progress monitoring, and state assessments. These data are used to 
monitor implementation fidelity, guide continuous improvement, and assess impact across sites. 



 
Year 3 funding (October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027) represents a critical phase focused on deepening 
implementation, strengthening instructional consistency, and accelerating student outcomes. Subgrantees are 
moving from initial learning into more refined practice and system alignment, with increasing evidence that 
professional learning is translating into classroom instruction and improved student performance. Approval 
of Year 3 continuation funding at this time will ensure continuity of implementation, allow districts to plan 
effectively for the upcoming school year, and position Nebraska to maximize the full impact of this five-year 
federal investment in literacy. 
 

 
 



 
 

 



STATUTORY/POLICY REFERENCE: 
AMP 2.02 Contracts, Grants, and Purchases, The Board shall review and approval contracts and purchases of 
$50,000 or more. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 
Strategic Priority 1: Accelerate Student Achievement 

• Strategic Outcome 1.1: Improved Student Achievement 
 
PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR):  May 2026 
 
 
ESTIMATED COST:   
$10,983,797.00 
 
FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:   

• Indicate the Funding Source: Federal 
 

• New or Renewal:  Renewal 
 

• If renewal, date of first approval:  August 8, 2025 
 
 
FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: 

• Indicate the method of procurement: N/A 
 

• Rationale for method of procurement: N/A 
 

• Rationale for contractor selection: N/A 
 
 

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS: 
• Describe the grantee selection process: 

 
The NDE awarded subgrants to the highest-scoring applicants within each age band.  This approach supports 
compliance with the federal 15/40/40 funding distribution requirement across all age bands.  All applicants 
were evaluated through a fair, impartial, and comprehensive process, using predetermined criteria aligned with 
Tier levels and U.S. Department of Education requirements.  For additional information, please refer to Section 
1.5: Awards of Funding of the 2025 Request for Applications (RFA) Nebraska Comprehensive Literacy State 
Development (CLSD) Grant posted 4/4/2025. 
 
*Updated 03.30.2026 


