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Research Questions
1. What is the share of total expenditure for instruction?
2. How has school spending changed over time?
3. How does school spending over time compare with selected inflationary 

indexes?
4. How does per pupil cost vary across Nebraska school districts? How does it 

compare to other states?
5. What is the share of total spending for salaries and benefits?
6. What is the student to teacher ratio in Nebraska?  How does it compare to 

other states?
7. What is the status of the new school revenue caps?



Thank you!

Tyler Kelley & Bryce Wilson

(And Team)



Question 1: What is the share of total expenditure for instruction?



Question 2: How has school spending changed over time?

Inflationary Indexes Selected



Question 2: How has school spending changed over time?



How has school spending changed over time?

Inflation Adjusted 
Budget Growth



Question 3: How does per pupil cost vary across Nebraska school districts?



Question 4: How has average cost per pupil changed over time?  How does it compare to other states?





Question 5: What is the share of total spending for salaries and benefits?



Question 6: What is the student to teacher ratio in Nebraska?



Question 6: What is the student to teacher ratio in Nebraska?





Question 7: What has been the impact of the school revenue cap?

NDE Analysis

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-g5ezCODAKM16lXs36g1eKNtdRNYxbtv/view?usp=sharing




Summary of Early Sub-Committee Findings
● Nebraska school spending is generally in line with inflationary measures over time.  
● There is wide variance in per pupil spending across Nebraska.  School size is one 

factor that accounts for some of the variance (R-Squared = .53).  
● Per pupil spending has grown generally consistent with inflationary measures.  

School spending across states should not be compared since data are not 
gathered and reported consistently across states.  

● Personnel salary and benefits account for greater than 80% of school spending.  
● Approximately ⅔ of school spending is on instruction.  
● Data provided on student to pupil ratios was collected and reported inconsistently.  

Therefore, it is difficult to compare across school districts or states.  
● Most schools are collecting revenue within the limits of the base revenue cap, and 

are generally in line with comparative inflationary measures.  Accumulated, unused 
authority may have exceeded the original intent of the legislation.  



Sub-Committee Next Steps
● Discuss possible school spending efficiency recommendations for the full 

commission to consider.  
● Discuss any potential recommendations to the revenue cap or other school 

caps and lids related to school finance.  


