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State of Nebraska 

School Financing Review Commission 

Minutes of the Wednesday, February 11, 2026, Meeting 

Nebraska Department of Education Office Building, State Board Room,  

500 S. 84th Street, Lincoln, NE, 68510 

 

Publicized notice of the meeting was given by posting notice on the Department of Education 

website and emailed to a list of news media, which gave the date, time, and location of the 

meeting. 

 

1. Call to Order – Chairperson, Commission Brian L. Maher, called the meeting to order at 1:02 

p.m. 

a. Roll call – Roll call showed the following members were present: 

Ann Foster (arrived at 

1:05 p.m.) 

Shavonna Holman Shawna Koger 

Grant Latimer (arrived at 

1:38 p.m.) 

Lou Ann Linehan Brian Maher 

Aaron Plas Keith Runge John Schwartz 

Sarah Scott Liz Standish  

   

The following members were absent: 

Tom Briese  Jason Dolliver 

Paul Turman Sen. Eliot Bostar 

Sen. Jana Hughes Sen. Dave Murman 

  

 There was one vacant position. 

 

b. The chairperson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act 

The chairperson announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act information in the 

meeting room. 

 

3. Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Motion by Plas, second by Koger to approve the minutes of the previous School Financing 

Review Commission meeting. 

Turman Absent Briese Absent 

Linehan Yes Schwartz Yes 

Latimer Absent Standish Yes 

Plas Yes Runge Yes 

Dolliver Absent Maher Yes 

Foster Yes Holman Yes 

Koger Yes Scott Yes 
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The motion was adopted.  The chairperson noted that Fred Meyer submitted his resignation 

upon appointment to the Nebraska Legislature. 

 

4. Review of Findings and Next Steps from 2025 Annual Report 

The commission members held a discussion on the review of the findings and next steps 

from the 2025 annual report and the implications for planning meetings and activities for the 

2026 calendar year.  It was noted that the 2026 annual report is due to the Nebraska 

Legislature on November 1. 

 

5. Discuss Proposed Committee Structure and Meeting Structure for 2026 

The chairperson proposed a committee structure consisting of two committees.  One 

committee to examine the needs and resources components of the school funding formula 

(Committee A).  The second committee to examine school spending and comparisons to 

economic indicators (Committee B).  Committees are charged with meeting regularly and 

report at quarterly meetings of the commission.  The task of committees is to make 

recommendations to the commission for consideration to be included in the annual report of 

the commission.  The chairperson appointed committee membership as follows: 

 

Committee A Committee B 

Ann Foster Sen. Eliot Bostar 

Shavonna Holman Tom Briese 

Sen. Jana Hughes Jason Dolliver 

Lou Ann Linehan Shawna Koger 

Sen. Dave Murman Grant Latimer 

Aaron Plas Keith Runge 

Sarah Scott John Schwartz 

Liz Standish Paul Turman 

 

 

6. Potential Initial Committee Meetings 

Committees held initial planning meetings during the commission meeting to determine 

committee leadership and meeting dates, times, and locations. 

 

7. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

8. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 1:59 p.m. 

 

The next meeting of the School Financing Review Commission will be held in Lincoln, 

Nebraska, date and time to be determined. 


