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PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: November 19, 2025

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Brad Dirksen, Accreditation, Certification, & Approval Administrator
Jim Kent, Educator Preparation Program Approval Director

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Proposed Revision of Rule 20 (92 NAC 20) Regulations for the Approval
of Educator Preparation Programs (RR.032025.005)

AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): rule

RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The February 2025 Rules and Regulations Committee meeting included an overview of the educator
preparation program approval process (RR.022025.004). A draft of the Rule 20 Implementation Guidance
regarding the science of reading and the annual application for educator preparation programs was shared.
Information was shared regarding how the Department is adjusting the annual application process to review
science of reading and dyslexia requirements for the 2025-26 annual approval of educator preparation
programs.

The committee identified the need to add a reference to Rule 20 regarding the dyslexia guidance document
and an approval requirement that encompasses Nebraska revised state statute 79-11, 158 (course
requirements regarding dyslexia). There was an expressed interest in how the Board could hold educator
preparation programs more accountable and the possibility of identifying outstanding performance.

The committee requested a potential draft of Rule 20 to be provided to them by the June 2025 committee
meeting. The public input draft was posted for input on July 8, 2025, and closed on July 22, 2025. Public
input received was provided to the Board.

The Rules and Regulations Committee discussed public input received regarding the public input draft at their
August 2025 meeting. The committee requested the Department staff to make revisions in accordance with
the recommendations on the Rule 20 — Public Input Summary and Recommendations document from the
August 2025 meeting. The revisions were incorporated into the public hearing draft of Rule 20 and a public
hearing was held on October 24, 2025. There was no verbal public comment during the public comment;
however, one letter of support was received and is attached.

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




Two scrivener’s errors were found in the Rule 20 hearing draft, both in section 004.06B which referenced
incorrect (outdated) sections of 92 NAC 21 (Rule21). The errors have been corrected in the draft being
presented to the Board.

This agenda item allows for a potential approval vote on revisions to Rule 20 at the December 2025 Board
meeting. The public hearing draft and summary of the changes are attached.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): December 2025

ESTIMATED COST: $0

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:
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