
 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE 
 
 

DATE: November 19, 2025 
 
 
TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher 

Commissioner of Education 
 
 
FROM: Dr. Trudy K Clark, Director of Statewide Assessment 
 
 
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Action Item: Approve the Intent to Award to ACT Education, Corp as 
the contractor for the 2026-2027 standard college admission test.  
 
AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): Contract 
 
RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 
 In 2007, the Nebraska Legislature passed 79-760.03 establishing a statewide system for the assessment of 
student learning and for reporting the performance of school districts. Specifically, this law required the state 
board to a) prescribe a statewide assessment of reading, mathematics, and science; and b) recommend 
national assessment instruments for the purpose of national comparison.  
 
In 2016, the Nebraska Legislature amended it to state “Beginning with school year 2017-18, the state board 
shall select a national assessment instrument that is also used as a standard college admission test which shall 
be administered to students in the eleventh grade in every public high school in each school district. Each 
school district shall report individual student data for scores and sub-scores according to procedures 
established by the state board and the department pursuant to section 79-760.05.”. 
 
In response to 79-760.03, the Department of Education released its first Request for Proposal to identify a 
contractor to provide a statewide assessment system and reporting of student performance in 2008. The 
Department released the initial Request for Proposal in 2016 for a standard, off-the-shelf, college admission 
test.  
 

• Procurement guidelines indicated a new Request for Proposal was generally released every five (5) 
years. In December 2020, the Department of Education released a new Request for Proposal to 
identify a contractor for the college test in 2021-2022. There was only one submission. 

• Per the procurement guidelines, a new Request for Proposal was required to identify a contractor for 
2026-2027. 

 
• The Request for Proposal process included the following:  

o A Request for Proposal released on September 26, 2025 by the Department of 
Administrative Services and concluded on October 31, 2025 

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-760.05


 State responded to vendor questions by October 17, 2025  
 Proposal opening occurred on October 31, 2025 
 The evaluation committee members included:  

• Director of Statewide Assessment  
• Assistant Director of Statewide Assessment  
• Director of Accountability  

 The evaluation committee reviewed and evaluated the proposals submitted by two 
(2) vendors: College Board (SAT) and ACT Education, Corp (ACT) 

 Based on these evaluations, the evaluation committee selected a contractor for the 
2026-2027 standard college admission test.  

 The Department of Administrative Services plans to announce a Notification of 
Intent to Award on December 8, 2025  

• The standard college admission test contract would cover July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027, with the 
option to renew for four (4) additional years.  

• ACT Education, Corp is responsible for providing a nationally normed and widely accepted 
standardized off-the-shelf College Entrance Exam, or College Admission Test, for eligible Third-year 
Cohort students as part of a balanced assessment system of English Language arts (ELA), 
mathematics, and science assessments at a competitive and reasonable cost. This exam is a state-
required accountability assessment (See Neb. Rev Stat. §79-760.03). This exam will provide students 
with college reportable scores that can be used, at college or university discretion, to inform 
application and admission decisions. The proposed cost for the standard college admission 
assessment system is $1,100,000.00.  

• Specifically, the contractor will provide a standard college admission test to meet the requirement of 
the state (e.g., Nebraska statute 79-760.03) and the high school assessment to meet the federal 
government requirement (e.g., Every Student Succeeds Act). The contractor will provide the 
assessment of learning for students in the third-year cohort (generally 11th grade) in English 
Language Arts, mathematics, and science and report the performance of school districts.  

o ACT Education, Corp is offering optional services including the PreACT and ACT Online 
Prep, Powered by MasteryPrep. These options cost $323,500.  

• The contractor will also serve Nebraska public school educators who make educational decisions 
based on ACT test results. The contractor will provide professional learning opportunities as part of 
the base contract.  

• The Request for Proposal process and notice of the “Intent to Award” were discussed during the 
May and October 2025 state board meetings.  

 
 
PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): December 2025 
 
ESTIMATED COST: $1,423,500.00 
 
FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:   

• Indicate the Funding Source: State and Federal 
o The funds for this contract are budgeted in the Office of Teaching, Learning, and 

Assessment’s annual allocation of state funds. 
 

• New or Renewal: New 



• If renewal, date of first approval:  NA 
 
 
FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: 

• Indicate the method of procurement: Request for Proposal/Competitive Bid 
 

• Rationale for method of procurement: The necessity for a statewide assessment system to meet state 
and federal statutes required a process to seek bids from assessment vendors conducted by the 
Department of Administrative Services.  

 
• Rationale for contractor selection: The evaluation team selected this contractor based on the written 

proposal.  
 

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS: 
• Describe the grantee selection process: 
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