
 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE 
 
 

DATE: November 26, 2025 
 
 
TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher 

Commissioner of Education 
 
 
FROM: Zainab Rida, Ph.D. and Erika Wibbels, Office of Coordinated Student Support Services     
 
 
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Action Item: 21st Century Community Learning Centers statewide 
evaluation contract (BF.102025.003) 
 
AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other):  Contract  
 
RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   

 
 The 21st CCLC is a competitive grant program to support the establishment of community 

learning centers offering expanded learning opportunities afterschool and in the 
summer. This federally funded program is authorized under Title IV, Part B of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended. The priority for 21st CCLC is to 
provide hands-on learning and positive youth development experiences for students who 
may have an opportunity gap, such as living in poverty, are highly mobile, are limited English 
proficient, or those who may start the school year learning below their grade level. 
 
Nebraska’s 21st CCLCs create an afterschool environment focused on three overarching 
goals: 1) improving overall student academic success, 2) increasing positive behavior and 
social interactions, and 3) increasing active and meaningful family and community 
engagement. These programs serve 11,000+ students across 120 sites statewide.  

 Evaluation is a federal statutory requirement for the program and ensures 
accountability, continuous improvement, and alignment with evidence-based 
practices. NDE does not have the capacity to collect the necessary data and 
report on the federal GPRA (Government Performance & Results Act). Beyond 
the federal requirements, contracting with an evaluator supports 21st CCLC 
programs to hold up the quality framework established through the state board 
position statement.  

 NDE published an RFP in order to find the best evaluation contractor through 
our NDE procurement process. NDE answered 87 vendor questions before the 
procurement closed at 2:00 pm on November 4, 2025. Four proposals were 
submitted. A team was formed to review and score the proposals using a rubric 



designed for evaluating the applications. Evaluators worked independently to 
complete the evaluation form which consisted of corporate overview, technical 
proposal, & cost proposal. Partners for Insightful Evaluation was selected based 
on achieving the highest score while providing the needed components.  

 The contract is coming to the Board for a multi-year project as an action item. 
Contract will start 1/2/26.  

 
PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR):  December 2025 
 
 
ESTIMATED COST:   

 Year 1: $314,000.00 
 Year 2: $275,000.00 
 Year 3: $275,000.00 
 Year 4: $275,000.00 
 Year 5: $275,000.00 

 
FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:   

 Indicate the Funding Source:  (--e.g., Federal, State) Federal 
 
The funds for this activity are included in the grant award for the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers program. 
 

 New or Renewal:  New 
 
 
FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: 

 Indicate the method of procurement: Competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) 
 

 Rationale for method of procurement: A competitive RFP ensures transparency and allows the State 
to select the evaluator that best meets Nebraska’s 21st CCLC statewide evaluation needs. This method 
supports compliance with federal and state procurement requirements and encourages multiple bids 
from qualified organizations. 
 

 Rationale for contractor selection: The selected contractor demonstrated the strongest capacity to 
meet Nebraska’s 21st CCLC statewide evaluation requirements, including: 
• Proven experience conducting large-scale or statewide program evaluations 
• Expertise with federal reporting expectations  
• Ability to manage statewide data collection, analysis, and reporting systems 
• A comprehensive approach to supporting local subgrantees with technical assistance 
• Competitive cost structure aligned with state funding guidelines 
• Strong references and evidence of prior successful statewide education evaluation work 
 



 
 

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS: 
 Describe the grantee selection process: 
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