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ELPA21 Summative and Alt ELPA Assessments 
 

We are getting closer and closer to the ELPA Assessments testing window (January 26-March 13, 
2026). As a reminder, districts need to make sure their student information systems have accurate EL 
information so that all English learners who need to be tested are coded correctly and any students who have 
already met proficiency are not tested. The NDE upload into TIDE will be January 7, 2026. The English 
Language Testing report in Advisor is a good one to check. If there are any questions, please contact us and 
we will be happy to help. 
 
There are many tools in the resources of our NE 
Cambium Portal to help prepare for testing. The 
Testing Times chart and Number of Test Questions 
by Domain can guide planning and scheduling of the 
domains. Last year, Amanda Skalka shared her 
template that helps with scheduling. This year, Tracy 
Garvey shared ideas from her district at our 
December EL Coalition meeting. Check out the 
One-Stop-Shop for the presentation and recording. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The ELPA21 Training Modules opened December 1, 2025. There 
are also great training modules for learning more about the ELPA 
test administration (Summative/Alt), and understanding the 
reports (Summative/Alt). The ELPA21 Summative Accessibility 
Manual and Alt ELPA Accessibility manual are very helpful in 
making best decisions for your students.  
 
We want all schools and districts to feel prepared so that your 
students can do their very best and demonstrate their English 
language skills on the ELPA2 Summative or Alt ELPA 
Assessment. Good Luck! 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DdDJklqCmaxlkC555SavBM7fkObeLge_hVtOa5RcxhY/edit?usp=sharing
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resources
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/testing-times-summative-assessment-chart
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/ELPA21%20Online%20Summative%20Number%20of%20Tasks%20and%20Questions%20by%20Grade%20Band%202025-2026.pdf
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/ELPA21%20Online%20Summative%20Number%20of%20Tasks%20and%20Questions%20by%20Grade%20Band%202025-2026.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dv3d9EcnqzV_MUORKwYuP_WUIEstlwayy2yjfjsBJBg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TxER58vyOplRSzTYKcA7b4zCO29Ul4BTJB76CWda6Ow/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Y8PP97H541OoC3NPJH95MCaDtKtVgux/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100906299376660461377&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/test-delivery-system-tds-summative-training-module-without-audio
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/alt-elpa-tds-overview-no-audio
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/elpa21-quick-guide-to-understanding-reports
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/alt-elpa-quick-guide-to-understanding-reports
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/elpa21-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/elpa21-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/alt-elpa-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual


 
 
Spotlight: Maggie Sis,  
NDE Statewide Assessment Program Specialist 
 
Maggie Sis serves as the NDE Statewide Assessment Program Specialist. 
In this role, she acts as a key liaison between the NDE, public school 
districts, external programs, and assessment vendors on all matters related 
to assessment student data. Throughout the year, Maggie oversees the full 
assessment data lifecycle—from pre-test verification in the fall, to student, 
test, and report management during testing windows, and finally to 
post-test verification and student results, including NEP and AQuESTT 

data. Maggie is here to support you with any assessment-related questions. And if she doesn’t have the 
answer right away, she’ll know exactly where to find it. Maggie’s email is margaret.sis@nebraska.gov.  
 
Guidance: According to Nebraska Rule 15, parents have the right to waive English learner services for their 
children but they still need to take the annual ELPA21 Summative or Alt ELPA assessments. The only way for 
a student to exit English learner services is through a proficient score on their ELPA21 assessment. Students 
need to score 4s and/or 5s on each domain (reading, writing, speaking, and listening).  
 
Additional Resources: 

●​ Engaging Ed - Educational Service Unit 4, Conference in Nebraska City February 2, 2026.  
●​ Check out the December 2025 Seal of Biliteracy Recipients! More information can be found on the NDE 

Seal of Biliteracy Website.  
●​ The National Center on Education Outcomes (NCEO)  has a number of resources. Check out the 

resources for EL students with disabilities. 
●​ Lee Perez, OPS EL Teacher has contributed to a new book, Hispanic Perspectives on Student Support and 

Community Empowerment. His contribution is in Chapter 2.  
●​ Pathwise (formerly TransACT ParentNotices) There are documents to support all areas of education. NDE 

currently provides the subscription and anyone can self-onboard. Log in here. (The subscription with NDE 
will end after this school year.) 

●​ New Differentiation Flipbook volume 2 from ELPA21. 
●​ Check out the World Language Newsletter from NDE. 
●​ Some of you subscribe to the ELPA21 Insider, but if not - here is the Winter 2025 edition.  
●​ Learn more about POSSUM, Explicit Vocabulary Instruction Using the POSSUM Approach | Iowa Reading 

Research Center - The University of Iowa. 
 
 

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your EL/ML students or program. 
 

Julie Otero - julie.otero@nebraska.gov  402-405-5212    
Anne Hubbell -anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov  402 405-7017    

 

mailto:margaret.sis@nebraska.gov
https://www.education.ne.gov/nderule/rule-15-implementation-guide/
https://www.esu4.org/engaginged
https://www.education.ne.gov/press_release/nebraska-students-awarded-seals-of-biliteracy-13/
https://www.education.ne.gov/worldlanguage/nebraska-seal-of-biliteracy/
https://www.education.ne.gov/worldlanguage/nebraska-seal-of-biliteracy/
https://nceo.info/About
https://nceo.info/Resources?topic=11.117
https://books.google.com/books?id=pu86EQAAQBAJ&pg=PA33&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=pu86EQAAQBAJ&pg=PA33&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://pathwisek12.com/
https://parentnotices.com/self-onboard
https://nebraska-doe.parentnotices.com/login
https://shop.nabe.org/products/di-flipbook-volume-2?utm_campaign=31617121-Flipbook+Volume+2%2C+TAP+Foldable+Launch&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=393571361&utm_content=393571361&utm_source=hs_email
https://app.smore.com/n/j8uds
https://elpa21-20012665.hs-sites.com/elpa21-insider-newsletter-winter-2025?ecid=ACsprvt9cCkN7GGmqMSK6e1e4p25PeFzbVMI-4Ewh_VEiHEFIcS8AipCrQTQE5U9XIXXLY4lyzPr&utm_campaign=ELPA21%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=395320008&utm_content=395320008&utm_source=hs_email
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/blog/2023/05/explicit-vocabulary-instruction-using-possum-approach
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/blog/2023/05/explicit-vocabulary-instruction-using-possum-approach
mailto:julie.otero@nebraska.gov
mailto:anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov

