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Practice Opportunities for English Learners to Prepare 
for the ELPA21 Summative and Alt ELPA Assessment 

 
The Nebraska Cambium Portal offers practice opportunities for the ELPA21 
Assessments. Students and families can log on and participate at home and 
teachers can provide opportunities for students at school. The ELPA21 
practices are presented by grade bands and domains. Resources provide the 
number of items for the ELPA21 and Alt ELPA practice tests. In addition, 
the Alt ELPA has practice directions and scoring rubrics. The advantages of 
using the ELPA21 Practice Opportunities include exposure to the testing 
platform, becoming familiar with the types of test items, and using the tools 

such as zoom, highlighting, and mark for review. Some teachers have used the various domain practice tests 
periodically throughout the first semester and some provide exposure to all of the practice tests in January just 
prior to the summative testing window. When students and teachers are comfortable with the testing platform 
and tools, they can focus on their performance when they take the summative 
assessment.  
​ In addition to the practice opportunities offered through Cambium, ELPA21 
has created Toolkits with tasks that provide practice in all four domains. The first year 
(2021) the EL Educator Toolkit was free to all educators. The tasks provide 
opportunities for students in all grade bands to practice reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening with rubrics to provide feedback. Additional Toolkits (2022, 2023) can be 
purchased through NABE. 

​ There are rubrics and checklists aligned to the ELP 
Standards that districts can use to assess their students’ 
performance throughout the school year. These are available on 
the Nebraska EL Resources Shared Drive. Educators just need to request permission 
to join. The rubrics and checklists can be found in the formative assessment folder. 
This spreadsheet organizes the rubrics/checklists by ELP and grade band and 
provides links to these resources.. These rubrics and checklists help provide feedback 
to students about their skills and language production. They can also serve to guide 
instruction that will prepare students for the tasks they will be asked to do on the 
ELPA21 Summative or Alt ELPA Assessment.  
**As a reminder, districts need to make sure their student information systems have 
accurate EL information so that all English learners who need to be tested are coded 
correctly and any students who have already met proficiency are not tested. The NDE 
upload will be January 7, 2026. The English Language Testing report in Advisor is a 
good one to check. ELPA21 Training Modules open December 1, 2025. 

 

https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/students.html
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/elpa21-practice-tests-number-of-questions-chart
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/alt-elpa-practice-tests-number-of-questions-by-grade-band
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-list/en/alt-elpa-pt-test-administrator-directions
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/elpa21-tool-button-sheet
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fZjkhg_xAxBB2gY58LuHz1BPgGNP52No/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/137pJbOGh7gBJObnKyMva-EwZcDDvX_Cf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CCPy71q1QjIrmSuxLL3YeR_8RDhe4IxL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Coh1i6ODr89mxfwB9PKuADyD-KVx3EHZ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wBDb55fkqkhHY136oJSQWhHPZ6PH3Cim
https://shop.nabe.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0ANB0VjA1ZhjGUk9PVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s1rHFLQ_5UoVkMGkDGBjCkJlb9iRUVUZ?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ivQV9RXy1xvV81QNHxqYNgmUkYCoKLeDNz8c8X6S8WE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Y8PP97H541OoC3NPJH95MCaDtKtVgux/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100906299376660461377&rtpof=true&sd=true


 
 
Tracy Garvey 
South Sioux City Community Schools 
ELPA21 and Alt ELPA  
Practice Opportunities 
 
 

Tracy and her team at South Sioux City have been working on expanding practice 
opportunities for students as well as increasing awareness for all staff of the language skills students 
need to meet proficiency on the ELPA21 Summative assessment and Alt ELPA assessment. Last year, 
they implemented an “all hands on deck” approach and had such positive results, they are doing it 
again this year. To learn more about their approach read Tracy’s description. Tracy will also share 
more at our EL Coalition meeting December 12, 2025. To get the zoom link, go to the EL Coalition 
One-Stop-Shop.  
 
Guidance: TITLE I: SECTION 1112(e)(3) AND (e)(4) OF THE ESEA (20 USC 6312) 
There are Title I requirements for notifying parents of their children’s EL status and their right to opt their 
children out of EL programs or particular EL services. SEAs and LEAs that receive Title I or Title III funds 
should be familiar with the requirements of Title I and Title III and ensure parental notification letters include 
all statutorily required elements. More information can be found in the English Learner Toolkit, Chapter 7, 
page 4.  Rule 15 also provides this guidance in Section 003: Identification of English Learners.  
 
Additional Resources: 

●​ NEBLA - New Nebraska Languages Association for all language educators in NE. Please complete this survey. 
●​ Pathwise (formerly TransACT ParentNotices) There are documents to support all areas of education. NDE currently 

provides the subscription and anyone can self-onboard. Log in here. (The subscription with NDE will end after this 
school year.) 

●​ Cult of Pedagogy - so many topics and resources! Watch the short video to get an overview.  
●​ English Learner Success Forum 
●​ Nebraska Literacy Project 
●​ Nebraska School, Family and Community Engagement Framework 
●​ Literacy Resources - Families, Communities, Schools (Implementation Guide for Districts) - Canvas course 
●​ SERP STARI resource - join the community forum or view past meetings to learn more!  
●​ SummitK12 - offers resources to support EL/ML with alignment to ELPA21. Could be a good progress monitoring 

tool. 
●​ Storyworld - great resource for EL/ML students. 

 
 

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your EL/ML students or program. 
 

Julie Otero - julie.otero@nebraska.gov  402-405-5212    
Anne Hubbell -anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov  402 405-7017    

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HCqTl0VXQigj4EgPW4h5zDQl6GZo5Jen/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x-2hTjp70WYaXJKaaT9NDQJzqSnmioCAGquQH5MKdZI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TxER58vyOplRSzTYKcA7b4zCO29Ul4BTJB76CWda6Ow/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TxER58vyOplRSzTYKcA7b4zCO29Ul4BTJB76CWda6Ow/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/2020/10/eltoolkit.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Rule15_2018.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQ3To6r1SsLaJuEgBqdcMqOaKIvzXORnyrehT668hNfyPQdg/viewform
https://pathwisek12.com/
https://parentnotices.com/self-onboard
https://nebraska-doe.parentnotices.com/login
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/start-here/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs_dMUqkMLI&t=130s
https://www.elsuccessforum.org/
https://bit.ly/NElitproject
https://www.education.ne.gov/family/nebraska-school-family-and-community-engagement-framework/
https://www.education.ne.gov/nebraskareads/literacy-resources/
https://www.education.ne.gov/nebraskareads/literacy-resources/#1755614784538-15ba3554-aaa6
https://canvas.education.ne.gov/courses/implementing-family-literacy-guide
https://www.serpinstitute.org/stari/community-forum#previous
https://www.serpinstitute.org/stari/community-forum#previous
https://www.summitk12.com/
https://storyworld.us/
mailto:julie.otero@nebraska.gov
mailto:anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov



