
Using Early Childhood 
GOLD Data for Continuous 

Improvement



Who is in our audience?

How long have you been supporting the prekindergarten 
program?
● Just started
● 1-4 years
● 5 years and beyond



Who is in our audience?

What is your familiarity with GOLD?
● What is GOLD?
● I have heard of it and know a little about it.
● I am a pro at GOLD!



Who is in our audience?

How familiar and comfortable are you with GOLD reports?
● There are GOLD reports?
● I have seen them and know a little about them.
● I could be presenting this!





Objectives
• Understand what assessment looks like in Early Childhood 

classrooms. 

• Recognize the power of Teaching Strategies GOLD (TSG) data 

and explore how teachers can use it to elevate their practice. 

• Use TSG reports and understand the reports can drive meaningful, 

lasting improvement in both classrooms and across the district.



What does 
assessment look 
like in Early 
Childhood 
Classrooms?



Observation
• Observation is key to understanding 

development.

• Helps when making educational plans.

• Allows educators to reflect on their own 
practice. 



What are teachers observing? 
Children’s perspectives.

How children: 
• use their senses.
• explore, invent and construct. 
• connect with the natural world.
• form relationships and negotiate conflict.
• with their families. 
 



What might you see in an EC classroom?
Researched-based & play-based curriculum: 

○ Play is the primary approach to learning and development 
○ Child-centered
○ Children are active and engaged 
○ Holistic development
○ Teachers guide, provide support, enrich and provide scaffolding based on 

individual needs



Look-For’s in Early Childhood Settings

Look Fors in Early Childhood Settings

Environment Interactions Structure Assessment Curriculum

★ Classroom is 
organized

★ Environment is 
modified to 
accommodate 
children with 
disabilities

★ Print-rich 
environment

★ Materials 
stimulate 
learning

★ Positive and 
nurturing 
environment

★ Respect for 
one another

★ Individualized 
instruction to 
include all 
children

★ Teacher 
repeats or 
extends 
student 
responses

★ Detailed daily 
schedule and 
weekly plans 
visible.

★ Children and 
staff know 
routines

★ Minimal wait 
time

★ Materials are 
ready and 
available

★ Uses a system 
for collecting 
observational 
data

★ Writes 
observation 
notes that are 
dated, 
objective, and 
factual

★ Data collected 
is specific to 
each child

★ Promotes 
phonological 
awareness

★ Studies/themes 
are 
incorporated 
into centers

★ Literacy, 
vocabulary, 
and math are 
integrated 
throughout the 
day to include 
centers

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CxD2Jl5scfZVy0L8syHa1xCzectMlpRu/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112204753248424381001&rtpof=true&sd=true


GOLD Assessment is…
• Authentic assessment through observation

• Continuous 
• Natural setting to assess the whole child
• Documentation can include: photos, narratives, videos 

drawings, etc.

• Integrated into daily learning (PLAY)
• Does not interrupt instruction



How does assessment differ from K-3?
● Differences in grouping, content, methods
● Both formative and summative

○ Is embedded in the curriculum planning process
○ Focuses on the learning process supports learning as it is 

occurring
● Is authentic by assessing children in real-life experiences rather than 

standardized assessments
● Is individualized based on children’s needs, interests and abilities

○ GOLD is designed to assess the whole child based on a 
developmental continuum

● Is aligned with the Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines and the Head 
Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework



Tools in Teaching Strategies that teachers 
use for assessment
● Smart Teach App
● Literacy Screener
● Digital Forms

○ On the Spot
○ Alphabet Concepts
○ Number Concepts
○ Shapes

● Checkpoint requirements



How can 
teachers use 
GOLD data to 
elevate their 
practice?



Individual Child Reports
Tracks children's progress over time 
and across all domains

● Individual planning
● IFSP and IEP
● Share with families

Individual Child Report.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16J5Df5hGfVMEoZcylIhTEYAgAAndPU96/view?usp=drive_link


Class Profile Reports
Compares information about children’s 
skills to widely held expectations

Supports, guides, and informs planning 
and instruction

● Whole group
● Small group
● Classroom Environment
● Overall progress

Class Profile.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UPvi11Wx8cTtrL5ciC2N6_9PSvsBBU3f/view?usp=drive_link


How can 
administrators use 
GOLD reports to 
drive meaningful, 
lasting 
improvements in 
both classrooms 
and across the 
district?



Administrator GOLD Monthly Job Targets

GOLD-Monthly-Job-Targets-Admin

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GOLD-Monthly-Job-Targets-Admin.pdf


How can GOLD data be used to influence 
decision making and change in the B-3rd 
grade space?
● Included in MTSS
● Continuous Improvement Plans
● Transitions to Kindergarten
● Alignment to K-3 data
● PD Needs
● Effectiveness of Curriculum



Example reports - Snapshot Report
Potential uses:

● Inform planning at any given 
point in time

● Aid Kindergarten teachers and 
administrators in determining 
strengths/needs for the 
upcoming school year

● Identify areas that may need 
additional supports

Snapshot Report.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WaURcPd1nLxJOEeXcBxmtuw5uhZiUlkm/view?usp=drive_link


Example reports - Snapshot by Dimension 
Report
Potential uses:

● Identify number of children at 
specific levels along the 
progression

● Dig into where additional 
Professional Development may 
be needed

● Identify if different curriculum is 
needed based on outcomes

Snapshot by Dimension.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A3dxMtK8INUREl02N5i528smffsbGvnB/view?usp=drive_link


Example reports - Comparative Report

Potential uses:

● Identify progress made across checkpoints for a specific age
● Analyze whether a new strategy or teaching practice is having a positive 

impact

Comparative.xls

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mOZjSCnjwYV01Zk2qC4e_K3pDEkNH795/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112204753248424381001&rtpof=true&sd=true


Helpful Resources

● Nebraska specific GOLD questions use tsgold@nebraskacloud.org
● TS GOLD Support Portal: teachingstrategies.com
● Free online GOLD Modules: canvas.education.ne.gov 
● Early Childhood Education Specialists at NDE

○ Carol.Burk@nebraska.gov
○ Emly.Daberkow@nebraska.gov
○ Kelly.Jones@nebraska.gov

● Results Matter Website: 
bit.ly/ResultsMatterNE 

mailto:tsgold@nebraskacloud.org
http://teachingstrategies.com
http://canvas.education.ne.gov
mailto:Carol.burk@nebraska.gov
mailto:Emly.Daberkow@nebraska.gov
mailto:Kelly.jones@nebraska.gov


Feedback for Regional Workshop


