
Nebraska Department of Education 
Office of Special Education 
 
 
Amy Rhone Micki Charf Leslie Galloway Lisa Haussler 
Director & Administrator Assistant Director Admin. Asst. – Amy Rhone Sp. Ed. Assoc. – Micki Charf 
531.207.9978 402.937.5866 531.510.8215 531.280.8619 

 
Special Education General Support 
Traumatic Brain Injury Darsha Pelland 

531.510.8214 
Private School / Non-
Public 

Micki Charf 
402.937.5866 

Complaint Process / 
Dispute Resolution 

Amy Rhone 
531.207.9978 

Residency Amy Rhone 
531.207.9978 

Early Childhood Special 
Education 
 
Medicaid in Public 
Schools 

Amy Bunnell 
402.580.9730 
 
Cole Johnson 
531.207.9906 

State / Court Wards 
 
 
Support Staff 

Abbey Cron 
531.893.0947 
 
Nicole Leafty 
531.207.9892 

 
Multi-tiered System of 
Support (MTSS) 

 
Amy Rhone 
531.207.9978 

 
Transportation 
 

 
Abbey Cron 
531.893.0947 
 

Paraeducators Mary Lenser 
531.207.9980 

Personnel / Certification / 
Related Services / 
Course Codes 

Micki Charf 
402.937.5866 

 
State Personnel 
Development Grant 
(SPDG) - PBIS 

 
Scott Eckman 
Scott.eckman@esu6.org 
 

 
Teacher Retention Grant 
– GetSET 

 
Pam Brezenski 
pbrezenski@esu13.org 
 

Special Education - School Age (IDEA Part B)  
Jim Ageton 
IDEA Part B Specialist 
531.510.8235 
 
Chris Chambers 
IDEA Part B Specialist 
531.530.9639 
 
Jamie Chambers 
Part B Data Manager 
531.207.9887 
 
 
 
Abbey Cron 
IDEA Part B Specialist 
531.893.0947 
 
 

Behavioral Supports 
SPED Disproportionality Team 
T.I.P. Support 
 
Secondary Transition Support 
Assessment Support 
 
 
State & Federal Part B Data Reporting 
Disproportionality Reporting 
Improved Learning for Children with Disabilities (ILCD) Support 
NSSRS/Adviser Support 
Staff Reporting 
 
Indicator 13 Co-Lead 
Indicator 14 Lead 
Secondary Transition Support 
SPED Disproportionality Team 
Systems Involved Youth 

 
Nicole Leafty 
Sp. Ed. Associate 
531.207.9892 

 
 

mailto:Scott.eckman@esu6.org
mailto:pbrezenski@esu13.org


Theresa Hayes 
IDEA Transition Coordinator 
531.207.9989 
 
Sharon Heater 
IDEA Part B/Assessment 
Specialist 
531.289.8068 
 
Tara Korshoj 
IDEA Part B Specialist 
531.510.8984 
 
Mary Lenser 
IDEA Part B Specialist 
531.207.9980 
 
 
Darsha Pelland 
IDEA Low Incidence 
Director 
531.510.8214 
 
 
Kelly Wojcik 
IDEA Accountability 
531.207.9986 
 
 

Secondary Transition Coordinator 
Indicator 13 Annual Reporting 
Indicator 14 Annual Reporting 
 
SPED Assessment Liaison 
ACT, NSCAS, Alternate Assessment Support 
School Age Accommodation Support  
Monitoring Co-Lead 
 
SPED Literacy/NebraskaREADS Support 
Dyslexia Support 
 
 
SPED Disproportionality Team 
SPED Math Support 
Assessment Support  
 
 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Educational Interpreters 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
Federal Deaf-Blind Grant Director 
District Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP) Support 
Nebraska Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) State Coordinator 
 
State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) Coordinator 
Dispute Resolution Coordinator 
PEaK Project Support 

 

Early Intervention (IDEA Part C) - Early Development Network 
Amy Bunnell 
Early Childhood Special 
Education Director & Part C 
Coordinator 
402.580.9730 

IDEA Part B/619-Preschool Special Education and 
IDEA Part C-Early Intervention 
Part C Monitoring  

Karen Hoffman 
ECSE Sp. Ed. Associate 
531.229.3059 

Part B/619 and Part C Policies/Procedures 
Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Council 
  

Cole Johnson 
Planning Region Team 
(PRT)/ Early Intervention 
Data Manager 
531.207.9906 

Planning Region Team (PRT) Support  
PRT Grant/Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP)  
PRT Public Reporting/Determinations 
Federal Early Intervention (Part C) Data Reporting  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Early Childhood Special Education 
Ginny Howard 
Early Childhood Specialist 
531.207.9979 

IDEA Part B/619 Monitoring 
Early Childhood MTSS  
Pyramid Model 
Results Matter (Teaching Strategies Gold) 
 

Kristine Ray 
Preschool – 619 Coordinator  
Early Childhood Specialist 
531.289.8205 

IDEA Part B/619- Preschool Special Education – Policies and Procedures 
IDEA Part B/619 Monitoring 
IEP/ECSE Support for ages 3-5 
Results Matter (Teaching Strategies Gold) 
Kindergarten Enrollment for children on IEPs 

 
IDEA/Special Education Finance 
 
Amy Rhone 
Fiscal Director 
402.471.2471 

 
IDEA Grant Management 
Maintenance of Effort AFR and AFR Changes Eligibility and Exceptions 
SPED funding (State and Federal) 
Split Administrator Funding 

 
Megan Kassing 
Fiscal Specialist 
531.289.8565 
 
Suzie Pierce 
Fiscal Specialist 
531.289.8190 

 
CEIS Fiscal Support 
Flex Funding Applications 
Non-Public Proportionate Share 
 
IDEA Application 
Grants Management System (GMS)  
PEaK Project Fiscal Support 
Service Agency/Provider Rate 

Nicole Leafty 
Special Ed. Associate 
531.207.9892 

Contracts & Contract-Related Payments 

Lisa Haussler 
Special Ed. Associate 
531.280.8619 

Cooperative Agreements / Grant Awards 



NDE Office of Special Education Directory 
Main Line Office of Special Education 402.471.2471 

Ageton, Jim IDEA Part B Program Specialist 531.510.8235 

Bunnell, Amy Director of Early Childhood & Part C Coordinator 402.580.9730 

Chambers, Chris IDEA Part B Program Specialist 531.530.9639 

Chambers, Jamie IDEA Part B Data Manager 531.207.9887 

Charf, Micki Assistant State Director & Administrator 402.937.5866 

Cron, Abbey IDEA Part B Program Specialist 531.893.0947 

Galloway, Leslie Administrative Assistant to Amy Rhone & SEAC Recorder 531.510.8215 

Haussler, Lisa Special Education Associate – Grant Management 531.280.8619 

Hayes, Theresa IDEA Part B Program Specialist - Transition Coordinator 531.207.9989 

Heater, Sharon IDEA Part B Program Specialist – Assessment Liaison 531.289.8068 

Hoffman, Karen Special Education Associate – Early Intervention 531.229.3059 

Howard, Ginny Early Childhood Specialist 531.207.9979 

Johnson, Cole IDEA Part C Data Manager – PRT Director 531.207.9906 

Kassing, Megan Fiscal Grant Management Specialist 531.289.8565 

Korshoj, Tara IDEA Part Program Specialist 531-510-8984 

Leafty, Nicole Special Education Associate – Fiscal Contracting 531.207.9892 

Lenser, Mary IDEA Part B Program Specialist 531.207.9980 

Pelland, Darsha Director of Low Incidence 531.510.8214 

Pierce, Suzie Fiscal Support Specialist 531.289.8190 

Ray, Kristine Preschool Special Education Coordinator (Part B/619) 531.289.8205 

Rhone, Amy State Director & Administrator 531.207.9978 

Wojcik, Kelly Director of Accountability 531.207.9986 

 


