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School Financing Review Commission 

Goals and Outcomes Discussion 

DRAFT document for discussion purposes 

 

Nebraska Revised Statute§ 79-10,147.02 

(1)(a) The purpose of the School Financing Review Commission is to study and provide advisory 

recommendations relating to school funding in Nebraska. The commission shall: 

 

(i) Evaluate the school funding formula for education under the Tax Equity and 

Educational Opportunities Support Act and make recommendations for adjustments or 

changes to such formula that may be necessary to help prevent the increase of property 

taxes; 

 

(ii) Regularly review the resources side of the formula under the Tax Equity and 

Educational Opportunities Support Act; 

 

(iii) Regularly review the needs side of the formula under the Tax Equity and Educational 

Opportunities Support Act; 

 

(iv) Analyze options for how to minimize the negative impact on schools during times 

when the state may be unable to fully fund the formula under the Tax Equity and 

Educational Opportunities Support Act; 

 

(v) Analyze the impact of funding for education on student achievement and outcomes, 

focusing on, but not limited to: Access to early childhood education; student attendance; 

literacy; graduation rate; college-going rate; and postsecondary workforce participation; 

and 

 

(vi) Analyze the impact of funding for education on issues and resources impacting 

students with relatively high needs, including, but not limited to, students who live in 

areas of high concentrations of poverty, students with an individualized education 

program, and students with limited English proficiency. 

 

(b) The School Financing Review Commission, to the extent it is practical, shall compare 

findings from subdivision (1)(a) of this section to similar policies from other states. 
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Summary of Discussion from August 12, 2025, meeting 

• Increase stability, predictability, and sustainability of year-to-year school funding for 

Nebraska school districts. 

• Prevent the structure of school finance from eroding other intended property tax relief 

provisions.   

• Increase confidence and trust in the Nebraska school funding model, and the related 

policymaking process, by utilizing a collaborative approach to managing the existing 

model predictably on an annual basis using data and other related factors.   

• Create a basis for the ongoing management of the school aid funding model in Nebraska 

to address the changing needs of Nebraska students/schools and evolving policy 

objectives over time.   

• Increase the balance of sustainable funding coming from the state to schools for the 

purpose of lowering the local property tax burden (note: “balance” objective TBD - e.g., 

60/40, 50/50, 70/30, etc.).  

• Strive to find the balance in the school funding formula between it being simple enough it 

can be understood by more, but complex enough it can meet the diverse needs of 

Nebraska school districts.   

• Strive to bring school levies closer together.   

• Use the school finance review commission process to regularly provide factual 

information on the status of school finance.   

 

 

 


