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Nebraska Council on Teacher Education-NCTE

NCTE Overview

NCTE Membership

NCTE Purpose




What is NCTE?

The Nebraska Council on Teacher Education
(NCTE) serves as an advisory body to the State
Board of Education, bringing together stakeholders
from across the state who are directly involved in or
interested in teacher and administrator preparation
and certification. Through this role, NCTE supports
the Nebraska Department of Education by
identifying policy issues, proposing solutions, and
providing feedback on potential revisions.




NCTE Meeting
Structure

NCTE Full
Council

3 meetings/year
(Fall, Spring,
Summer)

Executive
Committee

3 meetings/year

Meetings
conducted
under the
Nebraska Open
Meetings Act

NCTE President
provides

updates to State
Board




NCTE will....

+ Participate in reviews and campus visits
of educator preparations programs to
ensure teachers and administrators are
well qualified and meet all state
certification requirements.

 Provide a forum for education
stakeholders to work together to discuss
issues and support the quality of
educator preparation programs.




NCTE will develop and recommend for Nebraska State
Board of Education approval and adoption standards

relating to:

AC{)proyal of higher education institutions offering teacher,
administrator, and special services certification programs.

Admission and continued enrollment in an approved professional
education program leading to teacher, administrator, or special
services certification.

Certification: Developing standards for the issuance of teacher,
counselor, administrator and special services certificates.

Certificate Endorsements: Defining standards for specific
endorsements on certificates.

Interstate and National Relationships: Addressing how Nebraska'’s
certification requirements relate to those in other states and national
organizations.

Rule 20 Educator Preparation
Program Approval

Rule 21 Teacher Certification

Rule 24 Endorsements



NCTE MEMBERSHIP

9o ®
' — ‘
‘ o0
dhahah
Governance Higher
NCAPE —Nebraska Council of American Private Teachers Education
Education
. o 1 from each State
NASB- Nebraska Association of School Boards NSEA — Nebraska State Education Association Board of Education
NCSA- Nebraska Council of School Administrators Approved Educator
BOE — B fE ion Appoi i
NCCA - Nebraska Community College Association SBOE — State Board of Education Appointed Pll‘ffz)agratlon
rogram

NDE - Nebraska Department of Education
SBOE - State Board of Education Appointed



2025-2026 NCTE Membership by Nebraska State Board
of Education District

SBOE Governance | Teachers HED/EPP Total NCTE
District Members

1 3 1 3 7
2 2 2 2 6
3 2 2 1 5
4 1 2 3 6
5 3 3 3 9
6 2 3 3 8
7 1 3 1 5
8 2 0 0 2
*32 Alternates TOTALS 16 16 16 48




NCTE Membership

Balanced Representation: Membership is structured to include equal
representation of Higher Education, School Governance, and Teachers.

Liaison Role: Members are expected to act as liaisons between NCTE and
the groups they represent, ensuring two-way communication.

Diversity Considerations: Nominating organizations are directed to give
consideration to balance in geographic location, State Board district, gender,
ethnicity, grade level, academic subject area, and school enrollment size.

Sector Inclusion: Membership draws from multiple sectors (colleges of
education, school boards, administrators, teachers, NCAPE, NDE, etc.),
ensuring that policymaking reflects the perspectives of all stakeholders in
educator preparation.

Board Authority: The State Board of Education appoints all members,
reinforcing the Board’s oversight role while ensuring broad stakeholder
input.



NCTE Alighment with Nebraska State Board of Education -
Nebraska Department of Education Strategic Vision (2017-2026)

Educator Effectiveness
« Advises on teacher prep, certification, and endorsements (Rules 20, 21, 24).
« Ensures students are taught by well-prepared, endorsed educators.

Leadership & Quality Systems
« Provides stakeholder-vetted recommendations for clear, updated regulations.
« Strengthens NDE'’s regulatory and approval systems.

Student Readiness (College, Career & Civic Ready)

« Embeds standards for assessment, instruction, and content readiness into educator preparation
programs.

« Supports statewide literacy, math, and science proficiency goals.

Access & Equity
« Develops endorsement pathways to address teacher shortages and content gaps.
« Aligns Nebraska credentials with national and regional standards.

Partnership & Collaboration
« Brings together P-12, higher education, and statewide groups.
* Creates a shared advisory forum that advances Board priorities



NCTE Alignment with State Board Legislative Priorities - 2025-2027

1. Foundational Literacy

- Legislative Focus: Improve literacy, especially in pre-K and early
grades, via science of reading, and enhancements to educator
preparation programs

NCTE Alignment:

- Advises on educator preparation programs, ensuring teachers are
trained in evidence-based literacy instruction.

. Supports development of high-quality professional learning and
coaching frameworks for teachers.



NCTE Alignment with State Board Legislative Priorities - 2025-2027

2. Excellent Educators

- Legislative Focus: Ensure a robust supply of excellent educators;
reduce staffing vacancies; expand incentives, apprenticeships, and
support staff.

NCTE Alignment:

- Advises on teacher certification standards, alternate and provisional
certification, and alignment of incentive programs.

. Promotes pathways for educator apprenticeships and professional
growth to attract and retain teachers.



NCTE Alignment with State Board Legislative Priorities - 2025-2027

3. Engagement

- Legislative Focus: Increase engagement of students, families,
educators, and communities; reduce absenteeism.

NCTE Alignment:

. Supports policies for high-quality educator preparation that
emphasize student-centered, culturally responsive, and inclusive
teaching practices.




Rule 20, Rule 21, Rule 24 — NCTE Review

Proposed updates to Nebraska’s educator preparation, program approval,
certification, and endorsement rules are guided by a commitment to:

. Aligning with content standards to ensure relevance and rigor.
- Maintaining consistency across rules and regulations to avoid conflicts.

. Incorporating stakeholder input from P-20 partners to strengthen
guidance and policy.

. Recognizing the link between educator preparation and student
success, ensuring high-quality training for teachers and administrators.



Rule 20 - 2024-2025 - Items Under Consideration

Technical Assistance: Addition of a guidance document for dyslexia.

Definitions: Addition of terms for evidence-based practices and science of
reading.

Educator Preparation Program Approval:
- Addition - Site Review process
- Revise - process for Areas of Noncompliance.
- Revise - probationary process.
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Rule 21- 2024-2025

Rule 21 - Key Revisions and Changes

- Added definitions for “equivalent professional development” and the
Interstate Teacher Mobility Compact.

. Simplified renewal requirements for teaching and administrative
certificates, regardless of how long they’ve been expired.

- Eliminated transcript requirements from Nebraska institutions for
certification recommendations.

. Consolidated alternative program teaching permits—reduced from
seven pathways to one.

. Introduced a Paraprofessional Substitute Teaching Permit.



Revisions to Rule 21- Interpretation and
Implications

Rule 21 - Changes simplity certification by clarifying definitions,
easing renewal requirements, and removing redundant
documentation. The consolidation of alternative program teaching
permits into one pathway reduces complexity, while the introduction
of a Paraprotessional Substitute Teaching Permit expands
instructional support options. These updates lower administrative
barriers, create consistency, and provide schools with more flexible
staffing solutions without compromising standards.



Rule 24 — 2024-2025

Rule 24 — Key Revisions and Changes

Added definitions for “equivalent professional education” and “equivalent
professional education provider.”

Allows Nebraska-approved educator preparation programs to reduce
required credit hours by up to 50% based on competency.

Removed the additional student teaching requirement when adding
endorsements.

Eliminated vendor restriction—no longer requires a single company for
content examinations.

Removed mandatory content test for endorsement qualification.
Expanded endorsement pathways in alignment with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-810.
Introduced a Computer Science endorsement.

Updated Special Education semester-hour requirements to better reflect
program needs.



Revisions to Rule 24 - Interpretation and
Implications

Rule 24 - Changes focus on endorsements, reducing burdens such as
additional student teaching, mandatory content exams, and allowing
for competency-based credit reductions. By eliminating restrictions
and adding new pathways, the rule expands opportunities for
educators to earn endorsements. Updates to Special Education
requirements and the addition of a Computer Science endorsement
also align certification with evolving instructional needs and
legislative priorities.



Rule 24 Endorsement Revision Process

Process for Approval and Recommendation to State Board

NCTE NCTE

Ad-Hoc Committee Recommendations
First and Second to State Board of

Hearings Education

State Board of

Education Actions G

: overnor
(Public comment,
Hearings, Votes)



Rule 24 Endorsements and Guideline — Reviewed
or Pending 2024-2025

Reviewed - Reading and Writing, Reading Specialist, Biology,
Chemistry, Earth and Space Science, Science, Physics, Speech, Speech
and Theatre, Theatre

Pending - High Ability Education (HAL), Principal, School Librarian,
Superintendent, Mathematics, Special Education Supervisor, Special
Education Generalist, Elementary Education, English Language Arts,
Middle Level Education, Secondary English



Educator Preparation Programs Reviewed -
2024-2025
NCTE members participate in these reviews.

UNL - offsite review - NDE

Union Adventist University — onsite — CAEP
UNK - onsite — CAEP

York — onsite — NDE

Doane — offsite review - NDE

Concordia — offsite review - NDE

Hastings Onsite — CAEP

UNL - Onsite CAEP

Creighton — offsite review - NDE

Council for the Accreditation of Educator
Preparation. (CAEP) - national accrediting body for
educator preparation providers



NCTE Opportunities for 2025-2026

NCTE places a strong
priority on clear and
consistent

communication with the
State Board of Education.
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NCTE ensures timely and
responsive engagement with P-20
stakeholders, enabling the Council
to effectively fulfill its advisory
board charge.

NCTE membership draws on
its expertise and experience to
enhance and maintain high-
quality teacher preparation
programs, supporting
approaches to strengthen
teaching and learning.



NCTE — Would like to thank the Nebraska State
Board of Education ...

For valuing the recommendations and insights
of P-20 educational experts across Nebraska’s
education community.

For prioritizing high-quality educator
preparation to ensure all Nebraska students
benefit from excellent instruction that drives
strong academic achievement.

For your dedication to advancing educational

excellence across the entire P-20 continuum in
Nebraska.
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