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Teach In Nebraska Today Program - Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-8,146 to 79-8,154

Purpose: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-8,148, the purpose of the Teach in Nebraska
Today Program is “to attract individuals to the teaching profession who have expressed
an interest in teaching and to support the employment of those individuals as classroom
teachers by providing student loan repayment assistance or grants for service as a
classroom teacher in this state.”

In 2023, the program provided student loan repayment assistance.
Beginning with applications submitted in 2024, the program will provide grants.

Definitions: For purposes of the Teach in Nebraska Today program:

e (Classroom teacher means an individual who:

(a) Holds an active Nebraska teaching certificate; and

(b) At the time of application for the program, is teaching full-time (pursuant to §
79-8,147 teaching full time means “teaching an average of 4 hours per contract
day”) or has a contract to teach full-time;

e Eligible applicant means an individual who:
(a) Is a classroom teacher;
(b) Is a resident of the State of Nebraska;
(c) Has taught in Nebraska 5 years or less at the time of application; and

(d) Has an individual income of less than $55,000 for the prior year.

e Individual Income means the amount from an applicant’s Line 9 Total Income included
on the individual’s Federal 1040 Income Tax Return. If an applicant filed jointly with a
spouse, it should be the amount on Line 9 Total Income that is attributed to the
individual and not to their spouse.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.



e Financial need is based on the individual income of all eligible applicants. Applicants
with lower individual income will be prioritized;

® Program means the Teach in Nebraska Today Program;

e Student loan repayment assistance means the amount awarded to an applicant under
the program for applications submitted in 2023.

e Grant means a grant for beginning or continuing service as a classroom teacher under
the Teach in Nebraska Today Act in 2024 or any year thereafter.

Application Process

e Application: In order to be considered for the program, an eligible applicant must
complete the application form and provide the necessary documentation. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

e Deadlines:
o Applications must be submitted no later than July 10th of each year, on a
form developed by the department.

o0 The department will determine whether to approve or deny each application
and notify each applicant of such determination no later than October 10 of the
year in which the application was submitted.

Awards

If the funds available for grants in any year are insufficient to provide grants to all
eligible applicants, grants will be awarded pursuant to the following priorities:

(a) Renewal applications will be given priority over initial applications; and

(b) For initial applications, priority will be given to applicants who demonstrate
greater financial need.

e Amount and Duration: The amount of grants awarded to an eligible applicant pursuant
to this section is limited to $5,000 per year. An eligible applicant may be awarded
grants each year an application is submitted for up to five (5) years. Award years
include any repayment assistance awarded under the program in 2023.




