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NDE: Announcements/Reminders from School Finance & Organization Services (December)
Upcoming Due Dates/Dates of Importance

State Aid Component Verification 2025-2026 (Portal, Open only December 6-10, 2024)

On or before March 1, 2025, this office will certify the 2025/26 State Aid to school districts. In
preparation of this certification, raw data components (excluding Adviser, CDC, and GMS collections)
used in the 2025/26 State Aid calculations will be viewable in the NDE Portal located here:
https://portal.education.ne.gov. (An activation code will need to be entered.) Check your district’s
information for accuracy and contact Michelle Cartwright via email immediately if you see any data
errors.

Any corrections received after this posting of the Data Components will be incorporated into the year-
end recalculation of 2025/26 State Aid.

Please note: The collection will only be open and viewable December 6 — 10, 2024.

e Contact: Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov

Pupil Transportation Zoom Group
e Monday, December 9, 2024 at 1:00 CST
e Zoom Meeting Link — https://educationne.zoom.us/j/97218025366

Visit the Pupil Transportation homepage - https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/pupil-transportation/

Contact:
e Stephanie DeGroot at (402) 540-0649 or stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov

Extraordinary Increase in Special Education Expenditures (CDC Opening December 20, 2024; Due
January 15, 2025)

Opening December 20 is a collection for districts experiencing a significant increase in special education
expenditures in the current year that need assistance with cash flow. To qualify, a district must have
expected special education expenditures over $50,000 for 2024/25, special education expenditures must
make up over .5% of the district’s 2024/25 budget, and the district must have special education
expenditures over 107% of half of the 2023/24 special education expenditures from September 1, 2024
through December 2024.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.



https://portal.education.ne.gov/
mailto:michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov
https://educationne.zoom.us/j/97218025366
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/pupil-transportation/
mailto:stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov

If your district would like to apply for early reimbursement of the additional expense in excess of 107%
of half of the 2023/24 special education expenditures, the Extraordinary Increase in Special Education
Expenditures collection is located in the Consolidated Data Collection (CDC) section of the NDE Portal
(https://portal.education.ne.gov). The collection will be open from December 20, 2024 to January 15,
2025, with payments to be made by January 31, 2025. There is a total of $2.5 million available for early
payments with amounts to be pro-rated if requests exceed $2.5 million. Important — any amount
received as part of the extraordinary increase in special education expenditure process will be
subtracted from your 2025/26 special education payments.

Contacts:
e Kayla Rinehart at (531) 530-9096 or kayla.rinehart@nebraska.gov, or
e Bryce Wilson at (402) 471-4320 or bryce.wilson@nebraska.gov

Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG) Updates Training

In October of 2024, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) released major updates to the
Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG). In order to provide technical assistance to subrecipients the Office of
Budget & Grants Management will be hosting virtual training sessions highlighting key changes.

Please join us at one of the following training sessions:
e Wednesday, December 11 at 10:00 AM CT
e Wednesday, January 15" at 2:00 PM CT

Link:
e zoom.us/join
o Meeting ID: 264 965 8869
e Passcode: 10012024

If you have any questions, please reach out by submitting an email to our helpdesk
nde.bgmhelp@nebraska.gov.

Information/Documents Recently Made Available

Exempt School — School District Report - 2024/25 School Year [Updates & Reminders]

The 2024/25 Exempt Schools — School District Report is available via the ADVISER Validation website,
located on the NDE Portal (https://portal.education.ne.gov). Once in the ADVISER Validation website,
navigate to Verification Reports — Students, click on the Enrollment category, then select the Exempt

Schools — School District Report.

Exemption election submissions are due annually. Exempt status does not automatically carry forward
to the next school year; an annual filing is required for students of mandatory attendance age.

Beginning with the 2024/25 school year, all families upon filing for exempt status will receive a letter
signed by the Commissioner of Education “acknowledging” their choice to file for exempt status (exempt
schools are acknowledged only, they are not approved or disapproved). A letter is issued upon
submission of the online submission or once the paper submission is logged. The filing will show on the
district’s report as “submitted,” which was previously shown as an “exempt” date.
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We have noticed a number of online filings who have incorrectly listed the name and address of their
exempt (home) school with their resident district’s information. We are updating those records when
we come upon them.

Additionally, many online filings have listed an incorrect resident district; these records are corrected
when we come upon them. If, after reviewing the report, there is a family listed that does not reside in
your school district or if you have other questions, send an email to nde.exemptschool@nebraska.gov.
Include in the email the name of the student, date of birth, name of the parents, and the address. Be
sure to identify your school district in the email as well.

Reminders:

For Students who are part of the Enrollment Option Program - if the parents are homeschooling
these students, they will be listed on the Resident district’s report only. The Resident & Option
districts need to communicate this information to each other and the option should be
cancelled.

Parents who enroll their students in an online program or school must file for exempt status (if
the student is of mandatory attendance age) as online schools are not Nebraska approved or
accredited. The only two exceptions are the University of Nebraska High School (UNHS) and the
Omaha Virtual School (OVS); these are Nebraska accredited programs and an exemption filing
does not apply in these two cases only. Refer to Question C8 of the Exempt School Program FAQ
document for further information.

The exemption filing is not applicable when a 16 or 17-year-old student, who is currently
enrolled in an approved or accredited public or private school, and wants to withdraw with the
intent to enroll in Adult Education Classes to prepare for the GED exam. See Question F11 of
the Exempt School Program FAQ document for further information.

Program Contacts:

Beth Bolte & Micki Iverson

Email: nde.exemptschool@nebraska.gov

Phone: 402/471-0336

2024/25 Exempt School — School District Report: ADVISER Validation website, located on the
NDE Portal (https://portal.education.ne.gov)

Exempt School Program website: https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/exempt-schools/

Pupil Transportation Announcement — Rebate Opportunity
Clean School Bus Program - Rebate opportunity is open until 4pm ET on January 29, 2025.

Biden-Harris Administration Makes S965M Available to Fund Clean School Buses that Reduce
Pollution, Save Money, and Protect Children’s Health.
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-rebates
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Upcoming

2024/25 Statistical Information for Public School Districts

By the middle of January, the Statistical Information for Public School Districts (including levy & valuation
information) for the 2024/25 school year will be available (in Adobe Acrobat/pdf and Excel formats) at
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/statistical-information-for-public-school-districts-levy-and-valuation-

information/.

2023/24 School District Response to the Letter to Management (Due January 31, 2025)
e Districts must respond to any audit findings included in the Auditor’s letter to management or
noted in the audit.
e The district response can be included in the audit schedule that details the non-compliant item
along with the district response. No other response would be required by the district.

Contacts:
e Michelle Cartwright at (402) 450-0867 or michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov
e Stephanie DeGroot at (402) 540-0649 or stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov

This bulletin is sent monthly to ESU administrators, and public school superintendents and
business managers. A copy of the most recent bulletin is available on the FOS website.
Please forward this email to all appropriate personnel so they are aware of this information.



https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/statistical-information-for-public-school-districts-levy-and-valuation-information/
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/statistical-information-for-public-school-districts-levy-and-valuation-information/
mailto:michelle.cartwright@nebraska.gov
mailto:stephanie.degroot@nebraska.gov
https://www.education.ne.gov/FOS/

