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What are Range Achievement Level Descriptors? 

Range Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) demonstrate how skills described in the Nebraska College and Career Ready Standards for Mathematics 
likely change and become more sophisticated as ability and performance increases. The ALDs also describe the evidence needed to help infer where a 
student is along the range. This range is defined by Nebraska using three levels: 

• Developing - not yet demonstrating proficiency
• On Track - demonstrating proficiency
• Advanced- demonstrating advanced proficiency

The ALDs help show the within-standard reasoning complexity that increases in sophistication as the achievement levels increase. Such skill 
advancement is often related to increases in content difficulty, increases in reasoning complexity, and a reduction in the supports required for students to 
demonstrate what they know within a task or item. 

The Range ALDs provide a way to communicate a progression that is visible and usable to all stakeholders, while also providing a foundation for a robust 
bank of assessment items that meets the needs of all Nebraska students. 

How were the Nebraska's Mathematics Range ALDs updated for the new standards? 

Draft Range ALDs for the new standards were created and reviewed by panels comprised of Nebraska educators during Spring of 2023. The updated 
ALDs were shared with NDE and their feedback was applied. 

How will Nebraska's ELA Range ALDs change in relation to the new standards? 

The updated ALDs were revised to reflect the new standards. The updated ALDs will be taken to the 2023 Item Writing Workshop where they will be used 

to help facilitate item writing. Feedback will be recorded at the upcoming Item Writing Workshop from Nebraska educators based on their use of the ALDs 
for writing items and at the upcoming standard setting from panelists. This feedback will then be used to update the ALDs. The updated ALDs will be 

shared with NDE to obtain their final recommendations. 

Page 1 of 1 


















