
 

 

To: Office of the Governor    
Clerk of the Legislature 
Education Committee of the Legislature 

 
From:  Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D. 
 
RE:  Priority School Progress Report 
 
Date:  December 21, 2022 
 
 
As required by Nebraska Revised Statute 79-760.07, this report provides an annual update on all 
schools designated as priority schools for the 2021-2022 school year. The overall report includes 
the name of the school, the grades included in the priority school designation, the name of the 
school district, the years for which the school was designated a priority school, a summary of the 
progress plan, and the level of progress as indicated by the measurable indicators. 
 
The table below provides a quick snapshot of current priority schools, their grades, their 
corresponding district, year of initial identification, and year of exit, if applicable.  
 

School Grades District Initial 
identification Current status 

Schuyler Central High 
School 

9-12 Schuyler Community 
Schools June 2018 Exited June 2022 

Isanti Middle School 6-8 Isanti Community 
Schools December 2015  In Year 6* 

Isanti Elementary School Pre-K-5  Isanti Community 
Schools June 2019 In Year 3* 

Isanti High School  9-12  Isanti Community 
Schools June 2019  In Year 3* 

*In May 2021, the State Board of Education voted to exempt the 2019-20 school year in the Priority School timeline due to the 
continuing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the suspension of statewide assessment and accountability classifications. 
 

For more information, please contact Dr. Shirley Vargas, School Transformation Officer, via 
phone (402-326-5371) or email (shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov).  
  

https://www.education.ne.gov/boardreport/may-2021/
mailto:shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov
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Priority School Progress Plan  
Each Priority School under AQuESTT (A Quality Education for Today and Tomorrow), 
Nebraska’s accountability system for public schools and districts, is required to submit a 
Progress Plan for approval by the State Board of Education (79-760.07 R.R.S.) The purpose of 
the Progress Plan is to identify goals and areas for growth and improvement; measurable 
indicators of progress; strategies and actions to achieve improvement; associated timelines and 
resources; and evidence to monitor progress. The Progress Plan will serve as the primary 
improvement plan for the Priority School and will also be part of the continuous improvement 
plan for the district in which the Priority School is located (92 NAC 10, Section 009.01B2). 
 
The Progress Plan is organized by school improvement goals and improvement actions. Each 
school improvement goal is supported by a set of strategies specifically designed to achieve the 
goal. Additional information (e.g., school data, reports, current improvement plans, etc.) may 
also accompany the Progress Plan to provide rationale for improvement goals and to document 
progress efforts in presentations to the Nebraska State Board of Education. 
 
Qualitative Review of Progress Plan   
Every year, each Priority School engages in a qualitative evaluation of its Progress Plan. The 
review is led by the NDE Intervention Team and in consultation with the Priority School 
leadership team. The rubric below, which is part of the Nebraska Framework for Continuous 
Improvement, is used to assess the level of implementation and progress made to achieve school 
improvement goals. Quantitative data for each priority school can be found on the Nebraska 
Education Profile. 
 

Not Evident Yet (1) 
(Demonstrates no or 

limited 
implementation 

within the school) 

Emerging (2) 
(Demonstrates 

supportive practices 
and partial 

implementation 
within the school) 

Operational (3) 
(Demonstrates 

systematic 
implementation at an 

operational level 
throughout the school) 

Highly Functional (4) 
(Demonstrates 
consistent and 

purposeful 
implementation at a 

sustainable level 
throughout the school) 

 
 
  

https://nep.education.ne.gov/
https://nep.education.ne.gov/
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Schuyler Central High School 
 
Priority School: Schuyler Central High School 
District: Schuyler Community Schools 
Years in status: 3 (2018-2019; 2019-2020*; 2020-2021; 2021-2022) 
Grades served: 9 – 12 

 

The following data chart depicts the school’s progress toward goals and strategies outlined in its 
Priority School Progress Plan.   
 

Goals  

 Not Evident Yet Emerging Operational Highly Functional 

2018-2019 20% 60% 20% - 

2019-2020 - 100% - - 

2020-2021 - 10% 90% - 

2021-2022   43% 57% 

Strategies 

 Not Evident Yet Emerging Operational  Highly Functional  

2018-2019 22% 61% 17% - 

2019-2020 6% 49% 45% - 

2020-2021 - 27% 46% 27% 

2021-2022   49% 51% 
 
The following report includes the overall goal rating for each improvement goal, for the school, 
as well as a rating for each strategy, for the years in priority school status, where applicable.  
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Santee Elementary School 
 
Priority School: Santee Elementary School 
District: Santee Community Schools 
Years in status: 2 (2019-2020*; 2020-2021; 2021-2022) 
Grades served: Pre-K – 5  

 

Santee Middle School 
 
Priority School: Santee Middle School 
District: Santee Community Schools 
Years in status: 5 (2016-2017; 2017-2018; 2018-2019; 2019-2020*; 2020-2021; 2021-2022) 
Grades served: 6 – 8 

 

Santee High School 
 
Priority School: Santee Middle School 
District: Santee Community Schools 
Years in status: 2 (2019-2020*; 2020-2021; 2021-2022) 
Grades served: 9 – 12 

 

The following data chart depicts all three school’s progress toward goals and strategies outlined 
in their Priority School Progress Plan for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years.   
 

Goals  
 

Not Evident Yet Emerging Operational  Highly Functional  

2019-2020 10% 80% 10% - 

2020-2021 17% 66% 17% - 

2021-2022 67% 33% - - 

Strategies 
 

Not Evident Yet Emerging Operational  Highly Functional  

2019-2020 12% 68% 18% 2% 

2020-2021 18% 32% 46% 4% 

2021-2022 29% 38% 24% 9% 
 
The following report includes the overall goal rating for each improvement goal, for the school, 
as well as a rating for each strategy, for the years in priority school status, where applicable. 
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