
Nebraska 
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Round 2
April 16, 2024



We are 
recording 
today's session 
for those who 
cannot attend.



Agenda
• Overview of Local Food for 

Schools (LFS) program
• Allowable/ Unallowable Costs 
• Oversight/ Monitoring  
• LFS + Farm to School
• Procuring Local Products



Chat Box 
Introductions
 Name
 District or 

Organization
 Location (town)
 Favorite Spring 

Produce



• The NDE was awarded nearly $1.5 million in funding to sub-
award to eligible School Food Authorities (SFAs)

• First Allocation: $880,461.51 to 121 eligible SFAs. 
• Second Allocation: $1,164,916.97

• SFAs can be reimbursed with LFS funds for purchases of 
unprocessed or minimally processed domestic, locally 
grown food from local producers, small businesses, and 
socially disadvantaged farmers/ producers

• LFS funds will reimburse the non-profit school food service 
account for qualifying food purchases used in National 
School Lunch Program

Overview of LFS 



LFS Program Overarching Goals

• Strengthen local 
and regional 
food systems

• Support local, 
small, and socially 
disadvantaged 
farmers/ producers

• Establish, 
strengthen, and 
broaden 
partnerships 
between 
farmers/ 
producers and 
schools

• Increase local 
school food 
purchases



Eligible 
Applicants 

• Sub-awards will be distributed to schools that participates in 
the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) or School Breakfast 
Program (SBP) and are in good standing.

• State-wide allocation



• Farmers, producers, processors, or distributors of local domestic product 
that meet the definition of a local or regional producer

• SFAs must purchase from small businesses and target socially 
disadvantaged farmers/ producers to the extent practicable

Eligible Beneficiaries of LFS Funds



Local/ Regional Food
• LFS food must be raised, produced, 

aggregated (collected from multiple 
farmers), stored, processed and 
distributed in Nebraska or within 400 
miles from delivery location.

Local/ Regional Producers
• Farmers, producers, ranchers, 

processors, distributors in Nebraska or 
400 miles of the delivery destination

Local/ Regional Definitions



Socially Disadvantaged
• LFS must target producers, farmers, or ranchers that is a member of a 

Socially Disadvantaged Group: members have been subject to 
discrimination based on age, color, race, national origin, sex, 
disability, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, reprisal, income 
derived from public assistance

Small Business
• A small business is generally defined by the U.S. Small Business 

Administration (SBA) as a business that is: a for profit-businesses of any 
legal structure; independently owned and operated, not nationally 
dominant in its field, and physically located and operated in the U.S. 
or its territories, and fewer than 500 employees. 

Definitions Continued



What can be purchased with my LFS allocation?
Allowable Unprocessed or Minimally 

Processed Foods
Minimal processing states and/ or forms:
• Whole, cut, pureed, etc.
• Fresh, frozen, canned, dried, etc.

Examples of Allowable foods:
• Fluid milk (unflavored and flavored)
• Other dairy products such as cheese (shredded, 

sliced, block) and yogurt
• Fruits and vegetables (including fresh, frozen, 

canned, dry, pre-cut, and 100% juices)
• Whole Grain Rich products such as pastas and 

rice
• Meats (whole, pieces, ground) and eggs
• Meat alternates (beans, legumes)

Unallowable Foods Considered 
Processed

Significantly processed or prepared:
• Pre-made/ Ready to eat foods

Examples of Unallowable foods:
• Pre-made pizza
• Breads, muffins, crackers
• Pre-packaged sandwiches
• Chicken nuggets and breaded 

meat items
• Cereal
• Produce seeds
• Live animals



Opt-In Survey – Deadline May 21, 2024



• Opt-in Survey:
• Opens April 23, 2024
• Closes May 21, 2024

• Grant Award Notification (GAN) received by the SFA as 
early as July 1, 2024

• Second Round Funding Period: as early as July 1, 2024, and 
through June 2025

Award Timeline



• Participating SFAs will submit a quarterly 
reimbursement request to NDE Nutrition 
Services via Google Forms

• Deadline to submit reimbursement and 
the payment processing date is noted 
below and, in the FAQ

Reimbursement Requests



• SFAs will be required to report the following information on the 
quarterly reimbursement form:

• Invoice Date
• Vendor 
• Original Source (if farm or producer is not the vendor)
• Confirm sourcing is from a small business
• Indicate if the producer providing product is socially disadvantaged
• Delivery miles if outside of Nebraska
• First time purchasing from this producer? 
• Will you purchase again from this producer?
• Item, Item Quantity, Unit (case, each, lbs., etc.), Total price on invoice for 

item, Estimated pounds

Required Reimbursement Request Information



Reimbursement Request Example





Benefits of Local Food in School Meals

• Supports local farmers, businesses and local 
economies

• Increases school meal quality and overall 
program participation

• Reduces food waste in schools
• Increases kids' willingness to try new fruits and 

vegetables
• Supports school wellness policies and broader 

school board priorities
• Align with community priorities and advocacy 

efforts to strengthen local food system



EDUCATION        SCHOOL GARDENS       PROCUREMENT

Farm to school enriches the connection communities have with fresh, healthy 
food and local food producers by changing food purchasing and education 

practices at schools and early care & education environments.





Harvest of the Month Items
INDIGENOUS FOODS
•Three-Sisters

•Heirloom Corn
•Summer and 
Winter Squash
•Heirloom Dry 
Beans
•Native Herbs

SUMMER
•Tomatoes
•Berries
•Radishes
•Cucumbers
•Additional leafy 
greens

2024
•Dairy
•Honey
•Eggs





NEBRASKA Crunch Off Champs!
2019   2020   2021   2022  AND 2023!!

O'Neill Public Schools

Walthill Public School Super Kids Club, Broken Bow



• Direct from producers
• Local retailers
• Processors
• Food hubs and aggregators
• Gardens
• Farmers’ Markets

Sourcing Local



• Network of food, farm business, and buyer directories
• Producers and schools can register their organizations to 

promote product offerings
• Free for all users
• Contact: Ben Jewell for more information or for help setting 

up your profile





Nebraska Farm to School
education.ne.gov/ns/farm-to-school/resources/

USDA Farm to School
fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school

National Farm to School Network
farmtoschool.org

Learn More ...

http://www.education.ne.gov/ns/farm-to-school/resources/
http://www.education.ne.gov/ns/farm-to-school/resources/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school
http://www.farmtoschool.org/


Questions?



THANK YOU

Taylor Schorsch Program Specialist 
402-405-2629, taylor.schorsch@nebraska.gov

Sarah Meyer Farm to School Specialist 
402-853-1655, sarah.m.meyer@nebraska.gov

Kayte Partch Director of Child Nutrition Program,
402-471-2945 kayte.partch@education.gov

mailto:taylor.schorsch@nebraska.gov
mailto:sarah.m.smith@nebraska.gov
mailto:kayte.partch@education.gov


In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, 
or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, 
and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 
be submitted to USDA by:
1.mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2.fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3.email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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