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Nebraska Department of Education 
500 S 84th St. Second Floor ♦ Lincoln, Nebraska ♦ 68510 

World Language Review 
September 2023  

NDE World Language Mission Statement 
 
Empower educators to engage students in the 
authentic use of world languages via standards-
based instruction to fulfill a range of functions, 
from expressing personal needs to 
communicating in the workplace and 
establishing strategic relationships across 
cultures so that they may learn, earn, and live.  
 
NDE World Language sincerely thanks Kelly 
Garcia and Yinuo D. Wang for spending the 
time editing and reviewing the newsletter. 
 
 
  

● Seal of Biliteracy Updates ● Teacher Story: Janelle Steig  

● 2024 World Language Week  ● Technology of the Month:  Goose Chase 

● Opportunities and Resources ● Call for Contributions to Future Issues 

 
Seal of Biliteracy Updates 
Seals Awarded and Seal Endorsement 
In August, 73 high school students were 
awarded the Nebraska Seal of Biliteracy in 
Chinese, Korean, French, Spanish, and Tamil. It 
was the first time the Nebraska Seal was 
awarded in Korean. The NDE news release to 
announce seal awardees can be accessed 
here. The news release also included the news 
that Avant Assessment had endorsed the Seal 
of Biliteracy. In 2023, three businesses and two 
organizations endorsed the Seal of Biliteracy. 
 
Less Commonly Taught Language Project 
Extempore and Tribal Language Communities 
have started a project to create assessments for Less Commonly Taught Languages 

https://www.education.ne.gov/press_release/nebraska-students-awarded-seals-of-biliteracy-8/
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to make the seal of biliteracy accessible for more students. A 
Memorandum of Understanding between NDE and 
Extempore has been drafted to support the project. 
Extempore planned to include eight most spoken languages 
in the first year. More details will be shared when more 
updates are available. 
 
UNL Site for STAMP 4S Assessment  
Thanks to Dr. Nora Peterson all the effort to start the new UNL 
site for STAMP 4S Assessment. Working with Avant Assessment 
and UNL administrations, the Department of Modern 
Language and Literature now opens one day in October, 
March, and July to host STAMP 4S assessments for the 
following languages:  

- Arabic 
- Chinese 
- French 
- German 
- Japanese 
- Korean 
- Russian 
- Somali Maxaa 
- Spanish 
- Vietnamese 

The 2023 October assessment date is October 7th, and the 
location is at 301 Burnett Hall. Avant Assessment also provided 
this prep guide for potential test takers. The sample test can 
be accessed here.  
 
2024 World Language Week 
The 2024 World Language Week is 
February 19th to 25th. The nomination 
for Distinguished World Language 
Award is open. World Language 
teachers are encouraged to 
nominate your students using this 
form by December 15th. World 
language teachers, if you are 
interested in serving as a judge to 
review Distinguished World Language 
Award student submissions, please 
use this form to indicate your interest 
by December 10th. Nominated 
students are to respond to this Google Form by January 15th.  
 
Opportunities & Resources  
2023 NDE WL, NILA, & CLTA SIG K12 Fall Guest Speaker Series 
NDE World Language is working with NILA and CLTA SIG K12 
to present the 2023 Fall Semester Guest Speaker Series. There 
are three more webinars in the fall series: 

Events with 
Clickable Links 

♦ 
2023 Fall NDE World Language 

Advisory Board Meeting 
October 2nd  

♦ 
NDE WL Fall Guest Speaker 

Webinar 08 by Xue Qin 
October 14th 

♦ 
ESU 2 World Language PD 

October 14th 
♦ 

NDE WL Fall Guest Speaker 
Webinar 09 by Renee Jones 

October 21st  
♦ 

Norfolk High School Seal of 
Biliteracy Session 

October 23rd 
♦ 

NDE WL Fall Guest Speaker 
Webinar 10 by Matha 

Thompson 
October 25th  

♦ 
Teacher Shortage Summit 2.0 

October 25th -26th 
♦ 

Dual Immersion Institute 
October 28th  

♦ 
18th Annual Collegium on 

Language Teaching Proposal 
Due 

October 31st   
♦ 

Seal of Biliteracy Application 
Due 

November 1st  
♦ 

NILA Pre-conference 
Workshop 

November 3rd 
♦ 

2024 NILA Annual Conference 
at UNO 

November 4th  
♦ 

ESU 8 World Language PD 
November 7th  

♦ 
NCSSFL Conference 
November 14th – 16th  

♦ 
ACTFL Conference 

November 17th – 19th  
♦ 

Distinguished World Language 
Award Judge Interest Form 

Due 
November 17th – 19th  

♦ 
Distinguished World Language 

Scholar Award Nomination 
due 

December 15th   
♦ 

Please email your event 
information to  

chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rAPSL_4Ter5sdBCHZEJC6EIa9U7xndNt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MJmJ-FhE5d_tumx2ok83hOLQrvPayED7/view?usp=drive_link
https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests
https://forms.gle/dz1WVv6Q1iGX9w6S6
https://forms.gle/dz1WVv6Q1iGX9w6S6
https://forms.gle/jJ145axMvEf72MTu8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15cqA1amdpvpU-LHwPW7wheq3puiV_p9i/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15cqA1amdpvpU-LHwPW7wheq3puiV_p9i/view?usp=drive_link
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest10
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest10
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest09
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest09
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest08
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest08
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest08
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“Scaffolding Strategies to Strengthen Literacy Skills” 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. October 
14th by Xue Qin, please register here.  
“Empowering Parent-Teacher Partnerships: Building Bridges for Student Success”, 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. October 21st by Renee Jones. Please register here.  
“How to Make Effective and Lasting Change in the Language Classroom”, 3:45 p.m. – 
5:15 p.m.  October 25th by Martha Thompson. Please register here.  
Please contact chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov, if you need a PD certificate after 
attending the webinars.  
 
2023 NDE World Language Cohort 
In order to better support World Language 
teachers, NDE World languages started 
the 2023 NDE World Language Cohort to 
provide a platform for new teachers and 
singletons across the state to collaborate 
and networking. The cohort had its first 
online meeting on September 20th. The 
meeting dates for the fall semester are as 
follows:  
October 11th, 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
November 8th, 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
December TBD 
Please feel free to join the cohort if you 
are interested. The Zoom link is: https://educationne.zoom.us/j/8517670798  
 
Opportunities Offered by University of Nebraska - Omaha 
At UNO, we are always trying to come up with ideas to support you as a language 
teacher and to encourage your students to continue in their paths toward 
bi/multilingualism.  
  
These are some events that we are hosting in the coming days/months, that we 
hope can useful and fun for you and your students. 
  

• For teachers: Webinar “Integrating Latin American Art into the Language 
Teaching Curriculum”. Our presenters are Viktoria Hackbarth and Azlin 
Perdomo, both lecturers at Boston University. This is a free event, but 
registration is needed to receive the Zoom link for the webinar. You can 
register here.  

  
• For teachers: Submit your presentation proposal for the 18th Annual 

Colloquium on Language Teaching (to be held on by February 10th, 2024, via 
Zoom). Proposals are due on October 31, 2023. You can find more information 
about the proposal format here.  
  

• For students (and teachers): We are hosting our annual essay-writing contest 
“Why Languages Matter”. Juniors and seniors enrolled in a language class are 
invited to submit an entry by Feb 15, 2024. Visit our website to learn more 
about details and prizes for the contest!  

  

https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest10
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest09
https://tinyurl.com/2023FallNDEWLGuest08
mailto:chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGWkQHh_etjYqvPkkxIEox0W0ZcMPbjp/view?usp=sharing
https://educationne.zoom.us/j/8517670798
https://unomaha.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIrd-utrz4tHNevS4EG4KKlJgehHA8yotsE#/registration
https://unomaha.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIrd-utrz4tHNevS4EG4KKlJgehHA8yotsE#/registration
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unomaha.edu%2Fcollege-of-arts-and-sciences%2Fforeign-languages-and-literature%2Fcommunity-engagement%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Cchrystal.liu%40nebraska.gov%7C188a6d11fc9549de226808dbc08266d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638315438535346976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3e3ijdwoL9ttZXODihX2y9HkouFgvei%2Fws4zBT4dK6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unomaha.edu%2Fcollege-of-arts-and-sciences%2Fforeign-languages-and-literature%2Fcommunity-engagement%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Cchrystal.liu%40nebraska.gov%7C188a6d11fc9549de226808dbc08266d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638315438535502818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rbkuKPipD0uWdI%2BdIGWsrfBz7uUoK0irpmkFmMr1r8Q%3D&reserved=0
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• For students (and teachers): We are hosting our first ever Language 
Celebration for students in high-school on March 1, 2024. Students are invited 
to explore the foreign language programs at UNO, connect with faculty and 
current UNO students, and demonstrate their skills in language and cultural 
knowledge in various interactive events, such as singing competitions, cultural 
presentations, etc. In order for us to be ready to welcome your students at 
UNO, we are asking that you RSVP by completing this form by November 1st 
to indicate if you and your students will be participating, and to give us an 
estimate for the number of students that we should expect in your group. This 
is not the official registration form for the event, this is just a way for us to get a 
sense for how many students might be participating in the event. 

 
Korean Culture Day at University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
The Korean Culture Center in LA will be hosting a Korean 
Culture Day on Friday, October 20, 1 PM – 6 PM at Carolyn 
Pope Edwards Hall 227. This is open to any and all students, 
faculty, and staff. There will be activities involving K-Pop 
Dance, Taekwondo, and Hanbok traditional clothing. There 
may also be some food as well. 
 
2023 NILA Conference at University of Nebraska-
Omaha 
Nebraska International Language Association (NILA) will be 
having its 2023 Conference on Saturday, Nov 4, 2023, at 
Mammel Hall, University of Nebraska-Omaha. The theme for 
the 2023 NILA conference will be “Building, Growing, 
Sustaining”. There will be a pre-conference workshop open 
free for all teachers, please register using this link. There will be 
a pre-conference dinner at $30 for world language teachers 
to get connected and socialized. Please check this 
webpage for details.  
 
Language Fair at University of Nebraska- Lincoln 

The 45th UNL Language Fair will be held on April 4th at City Campus Union, University 
of Nebraska–Lincoln. Competitive events will start at 9:30 a.m., and the closing 
ceremonies will start at 2:00 p.m. The competitive events will include drama, music, 
poetry, creative option, poster session, folk dancing, or short film in Chinese, French, 
German, Japanese, Russian, and Spanish. Students/ schools unable to attend are still 
able to submit an entry for short films.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FWNYK617RK3mqnDVTA&data=05%7C01%7Cchrystal.liu%40nebraska.gov%7C188a6d11fc9549de226808dbc08266d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638315438535502818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tl7twmEA6i7sdkNu1y9ymIpa3cM2BIDEpxd7e4tv5wE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nebraskalanguages.org/store/p21/PRE-CONFERENCE_WORKSHOP%C2%A0_Omaha.html
https://www.nebraskalanguages.org/store/p42/Pre_Conference_Dinner.html
https://www.nebraskalanguages.org/2023-nila-conference-registration.html
https://www.nebraskalanguages.org/2023-nila-conference-registration.html
https://modlang.unl.edu/language-fair
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Besides competitive events, there will be mini lessons, poster sessions, community 
room, and teacher lounge for students and teachers to explore. Please check the 
website for details.  
 
Language Celebration (Language Fair) at the University of Nebraska-Omaha 
The Department of Foreign Languages & Literature through the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha will be hosting their first ever language celebration for students 
in high-school! Here is the invitation message from the Department: 
  
Students are invited to explore the foreign language programs at UNO (Spanish, 
Spanish for Health Sciences, French, German, Chinese, Italian, and Japanese), 
connect with faculty and current UNO students, and demonstrate their skills in 
language and cultural knowledge in various interactive events, such as singing 
competitions, cultural presentations, poster presentations, dancing competitions, 
role-plays and skits, etc. 
  
When will the language celebration take place and where? 
This event will take place on March 1, 2024, in the Milo Bail Student Center located 
on the Dodge Campus of UNO, beginning at 9:30 AM and ending at 1:30 PM.   
  
How will registration take place? 
In order for us to be ready to welcome your students at UNO, we are asking that you 
RSVP by completing this form by November 1st to indicate if you and your students 
will be participating, and to give us an estimate for the number of students that we 
should expect in your group. This is not the official registration form for the event, this 
is just a way for us to get a sense for how many students might be participating in the 
event. 
  
The official registration for the event will be completed at a later time and by 
February 1, 2024. We will send the registration form in the coming months. 
Registration is $10 per student. We will provide t-shirts and lunch for all participants 
the day of the event.   
  
Lastly, if you would like to volunteer to support this event in some capacity, (e.g., 
serving as a judge for a competition) please reach out to our graduate assistant, 
Leah-Valentina Haut lhaut@unomaha.edu, and let her know! 
 
Art in Spanish - Sheldon Statewide 
Sheldon Museum of Art at the University of Nebraska – 
Lincoln coordinates a traveling art exhibition and outreach 
program called Sheldon Statewide. We bring a small 
collection of artworks to eight communities across the state 
each year. This year, the exhibition deals with the theme of 
labor featuring various Latinx artists, and all accompanying 
exhibition texts are in Spanish. For details, please check: 
https://tinyurl.com/2023SheldonStatewide  
Schedule:  
Chadron: August 30th – September 27th  
North Platte: September 30th – October 26th  
McCook: October 28th – November 29th  
Grand Island: January 5th – January 31st  
York: February 2nd – February 28th  

https://modlang.unl.edu/language-fair
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unomaha.edu%2Fcollege-of-arts-and-sciences%2Fforeign-languages-and-literature%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Cchrystal.liu%40nebraska.gov%7C278c58a960904455b2dd08dba4f8133d%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638285158791750922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=drAoE9dt2mPhKRspk3uKCql59N7dXnB0OaEt17b2lUk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FfXyMmxGyCgYhCNcb6&data=05%7C01%7Cchrystal.liu%40nebraska.gov%7C278c58a960904455b2dd08dba4f8133d%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638285158791750922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t7YzcuOvDSE3PIlNg7vz3BU3d7kkGaUgYhxcxaaGbNE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lhaut@unomaha.edu
https://tinyurl.com/2023SheldonStatewide?fbclid=IwAR0iWFINdz5tDGC-vVYfr9FS1QdItCU5iz9qEkd5BBhx7VOA2RjLXfctV8M
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Beatrice: March 1st – March 28th  
Fremont: March 30th – April 28th  
Falls City: April 30th – May 30th. 
 
Teacher Stories – Janelle Steig 
I really enjoy being a world language teacher! I loved 
taking Spanish classes during high school in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. There were many people around me that spoke 
Spanish and other languages, so I could easily see the 
importance of learning another language. As I reached 
the end of my high school years, I felt I still hadn’t 
mastered the language, so I spent a year abroad as an 
exchange student in Argentina. I loved learning about 
different cultures and sharing my own culture with others! 
I thought I wanted to teach history, but after I completed 
my student teaching as a World History teacher I knew it 
was not for me! Luckily, Spanish Education was my minor, 
and I was able to start teaching Spanish 1 and 2 at 
Hastings High School in 2020. I love teaching Spanish 
because I have the opportunity to teach something I enjoy learning about, and 
there’s no pressure to teach to standardized assessments. I teach Spanish to help 
students start discovering a new way of communicating and connecting with 
people that might be different from them. Both of my parents are educators, and I 
spent many hours during my childhood playing teacher. I would line up all of my 
dolls, create homework assignments, complete the assignments, and then check 
the assignments! Looking back on those fond memories of playing teacher makes 
me feel silly about how much unnecessary work I created for myself! 
Now, as a Spanish teacher at Fillmore Central High School in Geneva, Nebraska, I 
strive to be efficient and focus on how I can best make this foreign language 
comprehensible to my students. I love engaging lessons and laughing with my 
students about a silly story in Spanish or facilitating an interesting discussion in the 
target language! I get to be goofy and have fun in class! I feel especially 
accomplished when not only is the class staying in the target language, but the 
class understands and is able to prove that they understand! My first mentor 
teacher, Nathan Mueller, during my first year as a Spanish teacher was a 
tremendous support and encouraged me to keep classes engaged and in the 

target language as much as possible. I owe 
countless strategies and skills to my mentor 
teacher, and I hope to continue building on the 
foundation I was given. 
I am currently pursuing a master’s degree in 
Spanish Education at UNK. My goal is to provide 
dual enrollment classes in Spanish for my students. 
I believe it is very important to give students the 
opportunity to get started on college in high 
school. Teaching Spanish classes helps students 
make connections to different people from 
different cultures. I absolutely love being on the 
front lines of watching students gain 
understanding of different people and watch 
their negative stereotypes about others fade 
away. 
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Technology of the Month: GooseChase 
If you are looking for activities to get students move while using the target language, 
Goose Chase might be a tool to help you get started. Goose Chase activity is in fact 
a technology-supported scavenge-hunt. A free account allows teachers to run one 
live experience at a time with 3 teams of five device per team. The activity is called 
“experience”, and each experience could include many missions (tasks). An 
example mission could be: 
Brag about one of your 
teammate in Arabic/ 
Chinese/ French/ German/ 
Korean/ Latin/ Spanish/ 
Tamil (etc.) It is 
recommended to use 
Goose Chase towards the 
end of a unit for review purpose or as alternative assessment so that students are 
able to demonstrate learning while enjoying the fun of collaborating with their 
teammates accomplish a variety of missions together. The “missions” can be 
created based on daily or weekly learning objectives (Can-Do”). For example, a 
mission of “Make a video of the whole team take turns to count to 20 in Spanish” is 
based on one of the daily can-do statements in the unit of Numbers and dates: “I 
can count to 20 in Spanish”. It is recommended to make the missions interesting and 
challenging. For example, require the whole team to hop while take turns to count.  
After creating an account and logging in, a window will show up to allow teachers 
to create new experience (the blue button in the screenshot).  
An inviting name for “Experience” always helps to motivate participants. Once the 
new experience is started, users will find a bank of missions provided by the platform, 
which can be added to the experience to make it more fun for participants. It is 
helpful to include different types of submission, for example, video, picture, audio, 
text, etc. The platform allows teachers to assign different amount of point to each 
“mission” so that students can compete in teams for the most points to win the 
game.  
Once the “experience” is created, teachers need to group students into teams and 
provide clear instructions for students to participate. Once the game starts, teachers 
can choose “activity feed” on the left column to see the live updates of student 
submission. The system will calculate the points and identify the winner.  
 
Tips for a Successful Goose Chase for Beginners: 
● Keep the challenges simple and fun to encourage participation. 
● Create a mix of challenges that require creativity, problem-solving, and physical 

activity. 
● Ensure that the challenges are safe and respectful of the environment and 

others. 
● Encourage communication and teamwork within the teams. 
● Emphasize the importance of having fun and enjoying the process rather than 

just winning.  

Other ways to use Goose Chase to Promote Engagement 
- Open House: create a Goose Chase for families to explore programs and 

activities at open house.  
- Community Scavenge Hunt: create theme-based scavenge-hunt for students 

to explore the target language community.  
- Field Trip: Use Goose Chase to organize your field trip activities.  

https://www.goosechase.com/
https://www.goosechase.com/
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Call for Contribution to Next Issues 
World language teachers, your contribution is needed to build the Nebraskan world 
language community. If you are interested in sharing any information or contributing 
to any section of the newsletter, please contact chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov. The 
purpose of the NDE monthly newsletter is to communicate NDE initiatives, advocate 
for programs, advertise cultural events, make connections, and to build community.  
 
Make sure you contact chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov  

- When you have questions about NDE initiatives. 
- When you have an initiative that needs support from NDE. 
- When you want to increase the presence of your program. 
- When you have resources to share. 
- When there are exciting events going on locally. 
- When you need help to get connected with other teachers and programs. 
- When you have professional learning needs. 
- And more! 

 
If you are not on the email list and wish to subscribe to the newsletter, please put 
your contact information in this Google Form. 

mailto:chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov
mailto:chrystal.liu@nebraska.gov
https://forms.gle/kCXgfmv6Yasro5oS9
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