
Nebraska 
Local Food For Schools (LFS) Program

Open Office Hours
December 14, 2023



We are 
recording 
today's session 
for those who 
cannot attend.



Chat Box 
Introductions

✓ Name

✓ District or 
Organization

✓ Location (town)



Agenda

• Overview of the LFS Program Purpose 

and Regulations

• Review Submission #1 (July 1 – Aug 30)

• Review Reimbursement Process and 

Reporting due December 15

• Procuring Local

• Open Conversation | Questions



• The NDE was awarded nearly $1.5 million in funding to sub-award to 
eligible School Food Authorities (SFAs); we will subaward in two 
separate allocations

o Allocation 1: School Year 2023 – 2024
▪ $833,333.77 awarded to 121 SFAs, amounts determined based off student 

enrollment

• SFAs can be reimbursed with LFS funds for purchases of unprocessed or 
minimally processed domestic, locally grown food from local 
producers, small businesses, and socially disadvantaged farmers/ 
producers

• LFS funds will reimburse the non-profit school food service account for 
qualifying foods purchases used in National School Lunch Program

Overview of LFS 



LFS Program Overarching Goals

• Strengthen 
local and 
regional food 
systems

• Support local, 
small, and 
socially 
disadvantaged 
farmers/ 
producers

• Establish, 
strengthen, 
and broaden
partnerships 
between 
farmers/ 
producers 
and schools

• Increase local 

school food 

purchases



Local/ Regional Food

• LFS food must be raised, produced, 
aggregated (collected from multiple 
farmers), stored, processed, and 
distributed in Nebraska or within 400 
miles if outside of Nebraska

Local/ Regional Producers

• Farmers, producers, ranchers, 
processors, distributors in Nebraska or 
400 miles of the delivery destination

Local/ Regional Definitions



Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher

• A group whose members have been subject to discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and, where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any 
public assistance program.

Small Business

• A small business is generally defined by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) as a business that is: a for profit-businesses of any 
legal structure; independently owned and operated, not nationally 
dominant in its field, and physically located and operated in the U.S. 
or its territories.

Definitions Continued



What can be purchased with LFS funds?

Allowable Unprocessed or 
Minimally Processed Foods

Minimal processing states and/or forms:

• Whole, cut, pureed, etc.

• Fresh, frozen, canned, dried, etc.

Examples of Allowable foods:

• Fluid milk (unflavored and flavored)

• Other dairy products such as cheese (shredded, 
sliced, block) and yogurt

• Fruits and vegetables (including fresh, frozen, 
canned, dry, pre-cut, and 100% juices)

• Whole Grain Rich products such as pastas and 
rice

• Meats (whole, pieces, ground) and eggs

• Meat alternates (beans, legumes)

Unallowable Foods 
Considered Processed

Significantly processed or prepared:

• Pre-made/ Ready-to-eat foods

Examples of Unallowable foods:

• Pre-made pizza

• Breads, muffins, crackers

• Pre-packaged sandwiches

• Chicken nuggets and breaded 
meat items

• Breakfast cereal

• Produce seeds



Local Food for School Allocation 1



Local Food for Schools Claim 1 Submission

• 27 SFAs submitted claims for 
claim period 1, July 1 – Aug 30

• $47,127.74 total purchases spent 
on food sourced from local, 
small businesses

• 25 Producers sold local foods to 
SFAs
• 5 of these producers are 

categorized as socially 
disadvantaged

• 14 NEW connections were made 
between SFAs and local, small 
business producers

$27,257 

$6,665 

$3,203 
$2,084 

$1,538 

 $-
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Beef Watermelon Muskmelon Peppers Cucumbers

Top 5 purchased products by $ spent



• Participating SFAs will submit a quarterly 
reimbursement request to NDE Nutrition 
Services:
NDE.LFS@Nebraska.gov

• Deadline to submit reimbursement and the 
payment processing date is noted below and, 
in the FAQ

Reimbursement Requests

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/LFS-FAQ-Updated-9.6.pdf


Reimbursement Request Example



NEBRASKA Crunch Off Champs!

2019 2020 2021 2022 AND 2023!!

O'Neill Public Schools

Walthill Public School Super Kids Club, Broken Bow



Availability of local items can 
depend on several factors 
including:

• Storage crop or product
• Size of farm and diversity of 

products grown
• Season extension practices
• Weather and climate-

related events
• Storace capacity of the 

farm







Harvest of the Month Items

INDIGENOUS FOODS
•Three-Sisters

•Heirloom Corn

•Summer and Winter 

Squash

•Heirloom Dry Beans

•Native Herbs

SUMMER
•Tomatoes

•Berries

•Radishes

•Cucumbers

•Additional leafy 
greens

2023
•Dairy

•Honey

•Eggs



• Direct from producers

• Local retailers

• Processors

• Food hubs and aggregators

• Gardens

• Farmers’ Markets

• USDA Local Food Directory

Sourcing Local

https://www.usdalocalfoodportal.com/


• Network of food, farm business, and buyer directories

• Producers and schools can register their organizations to 
promote product offerings

• Free for all users

• Contact: Ben Jewell for more information or for help setting 
up your profile

bmcshane-jewell2@unl.edu  402-937-0956

mailto:bmcshane-jewell2@unl.edu


GROW NEBRASKA
Find local products to be 

shipped to your location.

Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture

Find farmers' markets in Nebraska.

Buy Fresh Buy Local Nebraska
Direct from the farmer is best!  Local 

foods can also be found in 

abundance at farmers' markets and 
locally-owned grocery stores. 

Search in this online food directory 
to find local food near you.

USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)
FSIS is part of a science-based national system to ensure 

food safety and food defense. FSIS ensures food safety 

through the authorities of the Federal Meat Inspection Act, 
the Poultry Products Inspection Act, and the Egg Products 

Inspection Act, as well as humane animal handling through 
the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act.

Nebraska Beef Council

Use this resource to help find 
Nebraska beef 

https://buynebraska.com/
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-ag-farmers-market/
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-ag-farmers-market/
http://buylocalnebraska.org/online-food-guide/aggregators-distributors
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/establishments/meat-poultry-and-egg-product-inspection-directory
https://www.nebeef.org/resources/beef-from-nebraska


• Virtual Market Meetup- Local Food for Schools
o Tuesday, January 16, 2023, 3 PM CT

• Webinar - Local Food for Schools: Procurement Practices
o Tuesday, February 20, 2023, 2 PM CT

Save the Dates Market Meetup
Register below!

Procurement 
Practices Webinar 

Register below!

Lincoln Public Schools, 

Homemade Meatloaf 
(Raikes Beef, Ashland, NE)



• FY24 USDA Farm to School Grant
Deadline January 12, 2024

Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant Program

• Resilient Food System Infrastructure (RFSI) 
Grant

Deadline January 31, 2024

Resilient Food System Infrastructure

• Project SCALES (Supporting Community 
Agriculture and Local Education Systems)

Deadline January 26, 2024

Project SCALES

• PLANTS (Partnership for Local Agriculture 
& Nutrition Transformation in Schools) 
Grant

Deadline January 26, 2024

School Food System Transformation Challenge Sub-Grants

• (this is an external, non-NDE l

Additional Funding for Programs

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-school-grant-program
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalfarmtoschoolnetwork.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stiydz-iykilrjjul-jh%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctaylor.schorsch%40nebraska.gov%7Cc351847f9b9b4eb31bb608dbf056b29e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638368027381774522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B%2B4wWANienwCTrG5Vw20vE6Fzs0OI9syJc7IgS9kXOo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalfarmtoschoolnetwork.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stiydz-iykilrjjul-jh%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctaylor.schorsch%40nebraska.gov%7Cc351847f9b9b4eb31bb608dbf056b29e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638368027381774522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B%2B4wWANienwCTrG5Vw20vE6Fzs0OI9syJc7IgS9kXOo%3D&reserved=0


Questions?



THANK YOU

Taylor Schorsch Program Specialist

402-405-2629, taylor.schorsch@nebraska.gov

Sarah Smith Farm to School Specialist

402-525-3128, sarah.e.smith@nebraska.gov

mailto:taylor.schorsch@nebraska.gov
mailto:sarah.e.smith@nebraska.gov
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