
INSTITUTE FOR HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

W i l l e s d e n  R E A D S
One performance can change the world. Experience the
inspirational story of Holocaust survivor Lisa Jura, brought to
life by her daughter, Mona Golabek.  

A partnership between Hold On To Your Music Foundation,
USC Shoah Foundation, Echoes and Reflections, the Jewish
Community Relations Council, the Jewish Federation of
Omaha, and  the Institute for Holocaust Education. 

T H E  P R O G R A M
Coming March 28th,  2024, educators and students are
invited to join thousands of their peers across Omaha
for the Willesden READS. 

Join this 50-minute theatrical performance based on
the best-selling book, The Children of Willesden Lane.
Author, performer and virtuoso concert pianist Mona
Golabek offers uplifting messages of resilience and
hope for students at a time when they most need it. 

In advance of the live event, educators will be invited
to participate in professional development on
December 7th, provided by Echoes & Reflections, to
deepen understanding of the historical context of The
Children of Willesden Lane books and to learn to
incorporate The Willesden Project’s companion
resources found in IWitness, USC Shoah Foundation’s
educational website, into their teaching.  

This event is free to students and teachers! 

T H E  S T O R Y
The Children of Willesden Lane is the best-selling
book about the power of music and how one teenage
refugee, Lisa Jura, Mona’s mother, held onto her
dreams, survived the Holocaust and inspired a
generation of her contemporaries.

O V E R V I E W
We are offering interested middle school language
arts classrooms professional development training for
teachers, books for each student in the classroom, a  
corresponding completed curriculum, and a live
theatrical performance by author, performer and
virtuoso concert pianist Mona Golabek who offers her
uplifting messages of resilience and hope for students
at a time when they most need it. 

C O S T
The professional development, books, curriculum and
live  performance is offered at no cost  to participating
schools. 

For more information regarding this programing,
please go to our website at www.ihene.org or
contact Jane Nesbit, Education Coordinator of IHE,
at Jnesbit@ihene.org 

CONTACT

This program is generously sponsored by the
Henry Davis Family Foundation, 
Rich & Fran Juro, and the Lozier Foundation

https://echoesandreflections.org/
https://iwitness.usc.edu/sites/willesdenproject


W i l l e s d e n  R E A D S

Echoes &
Reflections

Companion
Resources

3-Minute
Video

Register
today!

T h e  p r o j e c t  m e e t s  t h e  m a n d a t e  o f  N e b r a s k a  L B  8 8 8 ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  e d u c a t i o n  o n  t h e
H o l o c a u s t  a n d  o t h e r  a c t s  o f  g e n o c i d e
T o  h e l p  c o m b a t  a n t i s e m i t i s m
T h e  p r o j e c t  p r e s e n t s  t h e m e s  o f  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  i d e n t i t y ,  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a c c e p t a n c e
o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  e n h a n c e  s t u d e n t s ’  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t s

W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t r a i n i n g  o n  D e c e m b e r  7 t h
W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m
W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  b o o k  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  c l a s s
W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  a  l o c a l  H o l o c a u s t  e d u c a t o r  f o r  g u i d a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e
p r o j e c t

T e a c h e r s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  E c h o e s  &  R e f l e c t i o n s ’  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t
C o m m i t  t o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  r e a d i n g  t h e  b o o k
I m p l e m e n t  t h e  c o m p a n i o n  c u r r i c u l u m  t o  f i t  y o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s r o o m  n e e d s

C o m i n g  M a r c h  2 8 t h ,  2 0 2 4 !
W e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  c l a s s r o o m s  a  c o m p l e t e  c u r r i c u l u m
b a s e d  o n  t h e  b o o k  “ T h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  W i l l e s d e n  L a n e , ”  t h e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  L i s a  J u r a ,  a  1 4 - y e a r -
o l d  p i a n o  p r o d i g y  l i v i n g  i n  V i e n n a  d u r i n g  t h e  N a z i  i n v a s i o n .  T h e  b o o k  i s  w r i t t e n  b y  L i s a ’ s
d a u g h t e r ,  M o n a  G o l a b e k ,  h e r s e l f  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  c o n c e r t  p i a n i s t .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e
n e e d e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w i l l  v a r y ,  b u t  w e  e s t i m a t e  t e a c h e r s  w i l l
s p e n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  h o u r s  o n  t h i s  u n i t .

T h e  c l i m a x  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  a  l i v e  t h e a t r i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  a u t h o r ,  p e r f o r m e r  a n d  v i r t u o s o
c o n c e r t  p i a n i s t  M o n a  G o l a b e k  w h o  o f f e r s  h e r  u p l i f t i n g  m e s s a g e s  o f  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  h o p e  f o r
s t u d e n t s  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  m o s t  n e e d  i t .  T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  o f f e r e d  f r e e  t o
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s c h o o l s .

W h y  s h o u l d  y o u r  s c h o o l  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ?

H o w  w i l l  w e  s u p p o r t  y o u ?

H o w  d o e s  y o u r  s c h o o l  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
p r o j e c t ?

H o w  c a n  y o u  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  a m a z i n g
p r o j e c t ?  
F i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  i h e n e . o r g / w i l l e s d e n - r e a d s /  o r  u s e  t h e  Q R  C o d e  b e l o w  s o
t h a t  w e  c a n  b r i n g  a  c o p y   " T h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  W i l l e s d e n  L a n e "  t o  y o u  a n d  a n s w e r  a n y
q u e s t i o n s  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  a b o u t  t h i s  a m a z i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y !  

http://ihene.org/willesden-reads/

