DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: July 24, 2023

TO: Brian L. Maher.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Kiristin Yates, Ph.D.
Information Systems Officer

Shirley Vargas, Ed.L.D.
School Transformation Officer

Lane Carr
Administrator, Office of Policy & Strategic Initiatives

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to contract with one or more
consultants to assist in the sharing of data as required under Section 79-303.01.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): Contract

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In June 2023, the Nebraska Legislature passed LB 705 which included a provision for multiple state
agencies to enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to inform future data sharing
policies and procedures, as it pertains to educational outcomes of systems involved youth.

Per NL.R.S. 79-303.01, “On or before October 1, 2023, the State Department of Education, the
Department of Health and Human Services, the Office of Probation Administration, and the State
Court Administrator shall enter into a memorandum of understanding for the sharing of data
relevant to students who are under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. The purpose for the sharing
of data is to provide systems-wide coordination to improve educational opportunities and outcomes
and to facilitate service coordination for such students. The memorandum shall include the intent
for the State Department of Education to contract with an outside consultant with expertise in the
education of court-involved students to assist in the development of such policies and procedures.”

In addition to the meeting the October 1, 2023, deadline, there is also a requirement to submit a
draft report with recommendations by September 1, 2024, with the final draft due by December 1,
2024,

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.



Given the timelines set forth by the legislature, it is imperative to move quickly in our contracting
process and identify potential contractor(s) to move this work forward. It will involve coordinating
multiple stakeholders across four state agencies, as well as other necessary NDE staff and external
partners.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): August 2023

ESTIMATED COST: not to exceed $400,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

e Indicate the Funding Source: General Funds
e New or Renewal: New

e If renewal, date of first approval:

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:
e Indicate the method of procurement: Competitive Negotiation — Request for Proposals (RFP)

e Rationale for method of procurement: To obtain a cross section of contractors within and outside of
Nebraska with experience in stakeholder engagement, cross agency data sharing agreements and
processes, increasing academic and nonacademic outcomes for vulnerable student populations such as
systems involved youth, and local and state governance structures.

e Rationale for contractor selection: Process is currently underway.

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:

e Describe the grantee selection process: NA

*Updated 07.06.2023



