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School Districts Recommended for Receiving New or Expansion Early 

Childhood Grants 

Proposed action item: Authorize the Deputy Commissioner to approve awards for new and 

expansion Early Childhood Education program grants to the identified public school districts.  

The Nebraska Department of Education implements the following process: 

• All eligible applications are reviewed and rated by an external panel of persons 

knowledgeable in early childhood education. 

• Successful applications are subject to approval by the State Board of Education. 

• The NDE funds programs widely distributed across the state in both rural and urban areas. 

• Applications are prioritized to provide grants to programs that serve at-risk four-year-old 

children who are eligible to attend kindergarten in the following year. 

• Proposals are scored on a point system with a maximum 100 points. (120 with priority 

points) 

o Priority points are given for districts that didn’t previously operate an early childhood 

program. 

o Priority points are also given for districts that have an elementary school that has 

been designated as needing support (CSI, TSI, ATSI designation or Needs 

Improvement classification)   

• Proposals are rated according to criteria specified in the application requirements and 

guidance in the RFP. https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2022/11/Guidance-document-23-24-app.pdf  

Districts and ESUs could apply for funding for a part- day classroom and/or a full-day classroom. A 

part-day classroom is one that is in session with a group of children for less than 6 hours per day. A 

full-day classroom is one that is in session with a group of children for 6 hours or more per day. 

All applications received by the NDE during this year’s competition were written to provide full-day 

services.  Districts planning a full-day program are eligible to receive up to $130,000 per classroom 

for operating expenses with an additional amount of up to $25,000 for start-up expenses.  Districts 

are required to match their operating expenses with an equal amount of matching dollars.  

Table of districts recommended for grants 

District Congressional 
District 

Amount New or expansion Number of 
Classrooms 

Alma 3 $145,000 New 1 

Logan View 1 $179,375 New 2 

Eustis-Farnam 3 $73,860 New 1 

Kearney 3 $155,000 Expansion 1 

North Platte 3 $155,000 Expansion 1 

Loup City                 3 $155,000 Expansion 1 

Plattsmouth 1 $142,400 Expansion 1 

Westside 2 $155,000 Expansion 1 

Total  $1,160,635   
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