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PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: May 17,2023

TO: Deborah A. Frison, Ed.D.
Deputy Commissioner of Education

FROM: Dr. Ken Howard & Kirk Russell

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve a contract with Pearl Strategies for
the costs of services delivered utilizing state set-side funds through ARP/HCY I and II Grants.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Contract

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In 2021, The American Rescue Plan Act was signed into law in recognition of the impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic on students experiencing homelessness. This included $800
million to support the specific needs of homeless children and youth via the American
Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief — Homeless Children
and Youth (ARP-HCY) Fund.

The Nebraska Department of Education awarded seventy-five percent (75%) or
($2,683,703) of its total allocation to LEAs, based on the formula set forth in the final
requirements. The remaining twenty-five percent (25 %) or ($893,998) was to be used by
the State Homeless Liaison for activities and allowable uses as written in sections 722(f)
and (g) of the M-V act. As of 3/15/2023, NDE still has (over $300,000) to be allocated
prior to 9/30/2024. These funds must be allocated to support the homeless children and
youth population in the state.

The specific tasks to be completed were determined based upon the findings of a state-
wide survey that was sent out to all districts in March of 2023. NDE received 170
responses reflecting the needs of the districts to support homeless students.

Summary: Pearl Strategies (Pearl) will provide professional development (PD) and technical assistance
(TA) to Nebraska school district homeless liaisons, other educators, and community partners with the goals
of improving the provision of education and wraparound services to children, youth, and families
experiencing homelessness and using McKinney-Vento subgrant and ARP-HCY funds strategically. Pearl
will partner with NDE to host three in-person regional learning institutes and four virtual engagements
between in-person institutes to meet the needs of Nebraska schools serving children, youth, and families
experiencing homelessness. Pearl will partner with SchoolHouse Connection (SHC), a leading national
non-profit organization working to overcome homelessness through education, to offer the three in-person

learning institutes, with Pearl serving as the NDE contractor and SHC serving as a Pearl subcontractor.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for leaming, earning, and living.




m 402.4712295 P.O. Box 94987
rax 4024710117 Linceln, ME 48509-4987

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR):
June 2023

ESTIMATED COST: Up to $150,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:
e Indicate the Funding Source: Federal American Rescue Plan Homeless Children and
Youth (ARP-HCY) Grant

e New or Renewal: New

e If renewal, date of first approval: NA

FORNEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:
e Indicate the method of procurement: RFP Process — April 40 — May 8, 2023

e Rationale for method of procurement: Given the amount of the funds, the bid was taken out to all
interested companies to bid.

e Rationale for contractor selection: Contractor rated highest on the assessment tool.

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:

. Describe the grantee selection process: N/A

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for leaming, earning, and living.




