e 402.4712295 P.O. Box 94987
rax 4024710117 Lincoln, NE 48509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: May 2, 2023

TO: Deborah A. Frison, Ed.D.
Deputy Commissioner of Education

FROM: Zainab Rida and Jay Martin, Office of Coordinated Student Support Services

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Deputy Commissioner the authority to contract with Boys
Town, USA to continue as the communication center for the LB322 School safety and Security Reporting
System, Act, specifically Sate2Help NE.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Contract Renewal
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
What: Safe2HelpNE is a report system designed for students, staff, and parents to anonymously report
concerning behavior which could impact the safety of students or schools across Nebraska.

Why: In over 80% of violent school incidents someone “leaked” information prior the actual incident. This
means 4 of 5 times someone knew what was about to happen. 99% of students surveyed in the Nebraska
school security assessment indicated they would more likely report a gun brought to schools if they could do
it anonymously. Safe2HelpNE will fill a gap by providing a safe way to help someone before they do
something tragic.

How: Reporting methods include phone, mobile and web-based monitored and responded to by trained
crisis counselors. Students, staff, and parents can report concerning behavior which may impact the safety of
students or schools including, but not limited: school threats, bullying, suicide concern, crime, domestic
violence, abuse and a friend’s physical or mental health. The bill required the NDE to establish a multi-modal
statewide, anonymous reporting system enabling students, parents, and school personnel to report threats or
concerns of possible harm. The communication center is to be functional 24/7/365 with trained crisis
counselors receiving and triaging reports then notifying school district threat assessment teams of the details
of the reports. This reporting system supports public and nonpublic k-12 school threat assessment teams, the
intent of which is to reduce risk and incidents of targeted violence including harm to self, others, or school
property.

Who: Boys Town, USA provide the communication center support for the Douglas County Pilot Project and
also now the statewide project since the inception of Safe2HelpNE. Boys Town, USA is the only in-state
24/7/365 communication center with live crisis counselors.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): June, 2023

ESTIMATED COST: $809,445.00

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:
¢ Indicate the Funding Source: ESSER

e New or Renewal: Renewal

e Ifrenewal, date of first approval: August, 2021

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




