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Warm-up (discussion questions)

• In your view, what is the primary 
goal of language learning?

• Reflecting on your experience:
• Have you taken a language class?
• What did you usually do in class?
• How did this promote the 

“primary goal” (Q1)?
• How would you rate the class?
• What could the teacher have done 

differently?



“Official” learning goals: the CEFR



What the CEFR standards look like



More “official” learning goals: ACTFL



What the ACTFL standards look like



CEFR and ACTFL levels compared



Equivalent CEFR & ACTFL levels compared

CEFR A1
• Can understand and use familiar everyday 

expressions and very basic phrases aimed 
at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete 
type. Can introduce him/herself and 
others and can ask and answer questions 
about personal details such as where 
he/she lives, people he/she knows and 
things he/she has. Can interact in a 
simple way provided the other person 
talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to 
help.

ACTFL Novice High
• They are able to manage successfully a 

number of uncomplicated communicative 
tasks in straightforward social situations. 
Conversation is restricted to a few of the 
predictable topics necessary for survival 
in the target language culture, such as 
basic personal information, basic 
objects, and a limited number of 
activities, preferences, and immediate 
needs. Novice High speakers respond to 
simple, direct questions or requests for 
information. They are also able to ask a 
few formulaic questions.



But how do we get there?

• Current iterations of Skill Acquisition Theory (DeKeyser 2007, Suzuki, 
Nakata & DeKeyser, 2019) say that we must practice doing exactly 
what we want to learn to do. For example, to learn to speak X 
language in Y context, we must do exactly that.

• Concrete examples
• Buy a train ticket to learn how to buy a train ticket
• Plan a trip to learn to plan a trip
• Interview roommates to learn how to interview roommates
• Go grocery shopping to learn how to go grocery shopping
• Plan a party to learn how to plan a party



An action-based approach

• Both CEFR and ACTFL focus on what learners can do. 
• They do not focus on what learners know (facts).
• Knowing how to conjugate verbs in the present tense is not the same 

as knowing how to use the present tense in context.
• You must practice doing something to learn to do something.
• Task-based language teaching (TBLT) promotes this.
• It focuses on satisfying concrete, communicative goals.



Some definitions of tasks

• Things people do in everyday life (Long, 1985).
• A goal-based activity, involving the use of the learners' existing 

language resources, that leads to the outcome (Willis, 1996).
• A work plan that involves a pragmatic processing of language, using 

the learners' existing language resources and attention to meaning, 
and resulting in the completion of an outcome which can be assessed 
for its communicative function (Ellis, 2003).



Characteristics of tasks

• For Ellis (2003), a task has four 
main characteristics:

• It focuses primarily on meaning.
• It has some kind of gap 

(information, reasoning, or 
opinion).

• Learners can choose which 
linguistic resources to use.

• It has a clearly defined, non-
linguistic outcome.













CJ’s perfect match (A1 Italian)

• Had Ss write Q’s for CJ in pairs.
• Then asked CJ Q’s.
• Made profiles.
• Presented profiles.
• Commented on profiles.
• Decided which was the best

match and why (this one).



Make a poster on your major (A2 French)



Make a CV (B2-C1 Spanish)



Incorporating grammar: PACE



PACE grammar continued



PACE grammar (last part)



Let’s make tasks together!

• Define
• Language
• Level
• Student age
• Learning goals

• Explain why you chose this task.
• Tell us how the task works.



Discussion

• What has your experience with
TBLT been like?

• How could you incorporate TBLT 
into your teaching? 

• What problems do you
anticipate in teaching with TBLT?

• How can we fix these problems?
• What questions do you have?



Questions, comments, snide remarks?

Let’s stay in touch! jacobsc@unk.edu

mailto:jacobsc@unk.edu
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