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Co-Teaching
There are a variety of  service models available for school districts to deliver English language

development to students who speak a language other than English as their primary or home language. One
model is co-teaching. This is a partnership between the content area teacher and a specialist EL teacher to
deliver the core instruction with appropriate language supports and
scaffolds.

What are the benefits? Teachers get to collaborate and learn
from each other. All students get to participate in the core
classroom and interact with the different teachers and teaching
styles. Co-teaching enhances the participation of  EL students and is
intended to improve their academic and linguistic performance.

How can we make the most of  co-teaching? Teachers need
time to plan together and build their working relationship. Both
teachers need to be seen as equal partners and respect each other.
Teachers need clearly defined roles and responsibilities, yet they also need to be flexible as they work
together. Co-teaching needs the support of  the administration through leadership, professional

development, and
honoring the time
teachers need to be able
to plan together.
According to A District’s
Guide to Co-Teaching, there
are different types of
co-teaching models. See
some of  the different
resources to read more
about co-teaching.

A Word With Us: Professional Development opportunities

Cult of  Pedagogy: Co-Teaching: How to Make it Work

Colorin Colorado: Co-Teaching ELLs: 8 Strategies for Success

Fun to Teach: Co-Teaching and English Language Learners

https://www.esparklearning.com/blog/a-districts-guide-to-effective-co-teaching
https://www.esparklearning.com/blog/a-districts-guide-to-effective-co-teaching
https://www.awordwithus.com/
https://www.awordwithus.com/services
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/start-here/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/co-teaching-push-in/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/co-teach/ell
https://funtoteach.com/
https://funtoteach.com/2021/12/co-teaching-english-language-learners/


Spotlight: The Set Me Free Project

Stephanie Olson is the founder and CEO of The Set Me Free Project. She
presented to the EL Coalition over Zoom on December 9 and is available to
work with schools and districts across the state. Their mission is to bring
prevention education to youth and families to stop human trafficking before it
begins. They focus on defining human trafficking and helping students identify
why and how they could be at risk. They provide a foundation for all students
to recognize the intrinsic value in every human being. For more information,
email stephanie@setmefreeproject.net or info@setmefreeproject.net or call the
home office - 402-521-3080.

Guidance:
OCR - DOJ Communicating with Parents Factsheet
OCR - Schools’ Civil Rights Obligations to English Learner Students and Parents
Landmark Cases for English Learners - When talking with students and staff  about the legal obligations to ensure civil
rights for English learners, it may be helpful to reference the court cases Lau vs. Nichols and Castañeda v. Pickard.

Additional Resources:
● CAAELP Alt ELPA Office Hours January 5, 12, 19  - See the CAAELP One-Stop-Shop
● Project ASSETS Podcast - Sign up with Spotify and/or Apple Podcasts.

○ https://open.spotify.com/episode/0PTsL4QeEiEOskSwOBvzWx
○ https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/assets/id1646683275

● Project ASSETS for Educators - Next Cohort begins June 2023 (Flyer)
● Project ASSETS Family Leadership institute - New Cohort Starting this month - See the Flyers for

more information (FLI English Flyer, FLI Spanish Flyer)
● ELPA21 Workshops - See What is Offered for Nebraska

○ Nebraska 2022-23 ELPA21 Professional Learning Workshops
● ICMEE Flexible Professional Learning this Spring (See the Flyer)
● Free Images at https://www.flaticon.com/
● Webinar: Building Postsecondary Opportunities for Immigrant High School Students
● Webinar: The Importance and Benefits of  the Seal ofBiliteracy, offered by TransACT
● Three Key Ingredients for Building Effective School Support Partnerships - features Two NE Schools,

ESU 3, NDE, Region 11 (managed by McRel)

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your MLL students or program.

Allyson DenBeste - Title III Director, ELPA 21 Coordinator
allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov 402 405-5212

Anne Hubbell - English Learner Specialist
anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov 402 405-7017

https://www.setmefreeproject.net/
mailto:stephanie@setmefreeproject.net
mailto:info@setmefreeproject.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zCafCrpv45TwC_ldCcw-agoecXfKZ-VH/view?usp=sharing
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ellresources.html
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/landmark-court-rulings-regarding-english-language-learners
https://www.k12academics.com/Federal%20Education%20Legislation/Equal%20Educational%20Opportunities%20Act%20of%201974/Notable%20Court%20Cases/lau-v-
https://www.k12academics.com/Federal%20Education%20Legislation/Equal%20Educational%20Opportunities%20Act%20of%201974/Notable%20Court%20Cases/casta%C3%B1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j4FSStQOM153pR1u9HYUhRJxHYTv9PzfkMhVfqsRkY8/edit?usp=sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fepisode%2F0PTsL4QeEiEOskSwOBvzWx&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7C6991e211161f49dd0f2408daa31a31c2%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638001630519549920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DfDJwGHLZMVP6wgaF6TBuPeyFitVLzZMz16p%2Fqa5kRI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fassets%2Fid1646683275&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7C6991e211161f49dd0f2408daa31a31c2%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638001630519549920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TRP8tPzz4%2FT%2Fpwrq3qoMzt6THt560oJtm5xLkekUwk8%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZ2X0sfngQkx_neKA7BUUH-Kis0rTKhv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJnUtw1LhebyeQvmnrGSlmJgTlmyBonf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mUt_ic8pEssIYHIlPr-CWPUlEfBss2NH/view?usp=sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fcc%2F2022-23-nebraska-elpa21-pl-workshops-370539%3Futm-campaign%3Dsocial%26utm-content%3Dcreatorshare%26utm-medium%3Ddiscovery%26utm-term%3Dodclsxcollection%26utm-source%3Dcp%26aff%3Descb&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7Cb414267afca24a41f02708da9ffbc4e3%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637998200928072220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nx2IDjHLFEuE88%2ByBggstqieD167POgbLChhUP9RI7s%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YlLVNkSS1HPLvkPn0rKLqWRNxXnIZ_7M/view?usp=sharing
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkfuyrpj0uGdUtjIxprMKqpUuBDHl5futC
https://www.transact.com/webinar-the-importance-and-benefit-of-the-seal-of-biliteracy
https://www.mcrel.org/three-key-ingredients-for-building-effective-school-support-partnerships/
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