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What About Grading for English Learners?

Diane Staehr Fenner and others spent
time gathering research around the topic
of  grading equitably for English learners.
They found three common challenges:
1. Issues with structure and content of
report cards. 2. Lack of  validity in grading
content. 3. Challenges with
school/district policy. They synthesized 5
recommendations or “Pillars” of  grading.
Please read more in her article,
Five Pillars of  Equitably Grading ELLs

In the article, Strategies for Grading ELLs in Content Classes by Larry Ferrlazo, there are a few
suggestions to help teachers as they navigate grading for their multilingual students. Some of  these
include co-creating long-term goals for learning, co-constructing criteria for success, moving from
teacher modeling to more student examples of  proficiency and success criteria, and creating learning
contracts with students. These are a few questions that can be addressed with the students to facilitate
ownership in the grading process.
● What evidence will reflect your learning, and how do you know it will meet the criteria for

success?
● Which modalities (visual, oral, written, digital) do you prefer to use to express your learning?
● Which language(s) do you plan to use to explore, research, and analyze content?
● What will be the contribution of  student self-assessment to grading?

Cult of  PedagogyWebsite:
● How to Set Up Mastery-Based Grading in Your Classroom
● 12 Ways to Support English Learners in the Mainstream Classroom

https://www.colorincolorado.org/blog/five-pillars-equitably-grading-ells
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-strategies-for-grading-ells-in-content-classes/2020/06
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/start-here/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/mastery-based-grading/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/supporting-esl-students-mainstream-classroom/


Spotlight: Wayne Community Schools and South Sioux City Public Schools
In order to meet the needs of  their English learners, Misty Beair at
Wayne Community Schools, collaborated with ESU 1 (Sheri Fillipi),
ESU 7(Mark Brady), NDE (Anne Hubbell), and South Sioux City
(Laura Sulzbach and Tracy Garvey). All Wayne K-12 teachers
attended a full day of  learning on October 20th. They learned about
strategies to support English learners and they heard from a panel of
former EL students from South Sioux. This panel included Selena
Zamora Cendejas from Mexico, a Spanish speaker; Hodo Ali from
Somalia, a Somali speaker; and Ragatu Mohamed from Ethiopia, an
Oromo speaker.

Guidance:
Under Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964, school districts must ensure that EL students can participate
meaningfully and equally in educational programs and services. Learn how the U.S. Department of
Education’s (ED) Office of  Civil Rights (OCR) protects ELs’ civil rights:Office for Civil Rights
NCELA Guidance for Title III EL and IE
NDE ADVISER Guidance

Additional Resources:
● CAAELP Alt ELPA Office Hours December 1, 8, 15 - See the CAAELP One-Stop-Shop
● Project ASSETS Podcast: Sign up with Spotify and/or Apple Podcasts.

○ https://open.spotify.com/episode/0PTsL4QeEiEOskSwOBvzWx
○ https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/assets/id1646683275

● Project ASSETS for Educators - Next Cohort begins June 2023 (Flyer)
● Project ASSETS Family Leadership institute - New Cohort Starting in January - See the

Flyers for more information (FLI English Flyer, FLI Spanish Flyer)
● ELPA21 Workshops - See What is Offered for Nebraska

○ Nebraska 2022-23 ELPA21 Professional Learning Workshops
● ICMEE Flexible Professional Learning this Spring (See the Flyer)
● Article in EdSource, How Language-Rich Math Can Help Students Learning English
● NAELPA Webinar Slidedeck, Effective Literacy Instruction for Secondary English Learners

https://bit.ly/NAELPALiteracySlides

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your MLL students or program.

Allyson DenBeste - Title III Director, ELPA 21 Coordinator
allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov 402 405-5212

Anne Hubbell - English Learner Specialist
anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov 402 405-7017

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ellresources.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F1ykfQTcE86t7iZX4R_NmdOwdcilW-qgW8Di_nkZZZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F1ykfQTcE86t7iZX4R_NmdOwdcilW-qgW8Di_nkZZZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j4FSStQOM153pR1u9HYUhRJxHYTv9PzfkMhVfqsRkY8/edit?usp=sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fepisode%2F0PTsL4QeEiEOskSwOBvzWx&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7C6991e211161f49dd0f2408daa31a31c2%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638001630519549920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DfDJwGHLZMVP6wgaF6TBuPeyFitVLzZMz16p%2Fqa5kRI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fassets%2Fid1646683275&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7C6991e211161f49dd0f2408daa31a31c2%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638001630519549920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TRP8tPzz4%2FT%2Fpwrq3qoMzt6THt560oJtm5xLkekUwk8%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZ2X0sfngQkx_neKA7BUUH-Kis0rTKhv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJnUtw1LhebyeQvmnrGSlmJgTlmyBonf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mUt_ic8pEssIYHIlPr-CWPUlEfBss2NH/view?usp=sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fcc%2F2022-23-nebraska-elpa21-pl-workshops-370539%3Futm-campaign%3Dsocial%26utm-content%3Dcreatorshare%26utm-medium%3Ddiscovery%26utm-term%3Dodclsxcollection%26utm-source%3Dcp%26aff%3Descb&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7Cb414267afca24a41f02708da9ffbc4e3%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637998200928072220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nx2IDjHLFEuE88%2ByBggstqieD167POgbLChhUP9RI7s%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YlLVNkSS1HPLvkPn0rKLqWRNxXnIZ_7M/view?usp=sharing
https://edsource.org/2022/how-language-rich-math-can-help-students-learning-english/672748
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.pstmrk.it%2F2sm%2Fbit.ly%252FNAELPALiteracySlides%2Fy_svJDQN%2FsFSA%2FgDNJILKzEM%2FZXZlbnQtMzQzNg&data=05%7C01%7Canne.hubbell%40nebraska.gov%7C2ac7bf7ea6ab430eb99308dac8b905cb%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638042994240164923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LOKT6Ddf7TGqdYoL74rCujbO4tb1z3WtSlOYFDq1YAg%3D&reserved=0
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