
Who is Eligible for the MEP? 

The MEP was designed to help migratory children find success through education. 
Preparing a preschooler for kindergarten, helping a student learn to read or enhancing 
their English language proficiency, ensuring a child’s promotion to the next grade, and 
helping a high school student earn credits toward graduation are just a few examples of 
activities that the MEP supports. However, before the MEP can provide any services, 
MEP staff must determine that a child is eligible for the MEP. To understand migratory 
child eligibility, it is important to review the law. 

A child is a “migratory child” if the following conditions are met: 

1.  The child is not older than 21 years of age; and
• the child is entitled to a free public education (through grade 12) under state law, or

• the child is not yet at a grade level at which the LEA provides a free public 
education; and

2. The child made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 months as a migratory agricultural 
worker or a migratory fisher, or did so with, or to join a parent/guardian or spouse who is a 
migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; and

3. With regard to the qualifying move identified in paragraph 3, above, the child moved due to 
economic necessity from one residence to another residence, and

• From one school district to another; or

• In a state that is comprised of a single school district, has moved from one     
administrative area to another with such district; or

• Resides in a school district of more than 15,000 square miles and migrates a 
distance of 20 miles or more to a temporary residence. (NRG, Ch. II, A1)

National Eligibility Factors Resources 

• ESSA-Eligibility-Factors-check-list.pdf
• lDRC Eligibility Flowchart
• 5 Key Eligibility Factors

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ESSA-Eligibility-Factors-check-list.pdf
https://www.idr-consortium.net/Eligibility%20Flowcharts-%20MAW-%20Child-%20QAD-%20COE.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=eligibility



