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Strategies to Differentiate Academic Literacy
Why do we use scaffolds and supports for English learners/Multilingual learners?
“The purpose of  supports…is to help ELs build upon their assets to thrive in, and beyond, our classrooms.”
How do we use these scaffolds and supports?
We need to be clear about our goals and where students are in relation to those goals. Formative Assessments
are key. Then we need to choose, lose, or adapt supports according to each student’s assets and needs.
What are some of  the strategies that provide scaffolds and supports?
Some strategies include vocabulary-explicit instruction and word banks, visuals, linguistic sentence frames and
starters, modeling, and cooperative learning tasks.
*See the table below for additional ideas.

*Retrieved from EL Excellence Everyday by Tonya Ward Singer



Spotlight:
Brooke David and the EL Team at Northeast High School in LPS
A Community Garden was inspired after reading a book in their EL class. Students
talked to the principal and worked with community partners to build a garden at
Northeast for all members of  the community.

Watch this short video and read the article.

Guidance:
Under civil rights law, schools are obligated to ensure that ELs have equal access to education.

● Lau vs. Nichols, US 563 (1974)
● Castendada vs. Partida, 430 US 482 (1977)

ELPA21
● Reports and ISR (Individual Student Reports) - A Quick Guide to Understanding the Reports
● Home language Survey
● Rule 15 Intake Processes
● ELPA Screener - ELPA21 Screener Training Modules - See Directions, Page 2

○ ELPA21 Screener provides SAME DAY RESULTS for most NE students (86%) with the
remaining results usually within two days.

Additional Resources
● Colorin Colorado Serving English Learners: Laws, Policies, and Regulations
● Colorin Colorado Using a “Can Do” Approach to Ensure Differentiated Instruction
● Supporting ELLs in the Mainstream: Reading Instruction

Questions: Please contact us with any questions or concerns regarding your MLL students or program.

Allyson DenBeste - Title III Director, ELPA 21 Coordinator
allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov 402 405-5212

Anne Hubbell - English Learner Specialist
anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov 402 405-7017

https://journalstar.com/news/local/education/watch-now-a-book-a-garden-and-the-ell-students-at-lincoln-northeast-who-found/article_24192ef3-fa9f-5c08-96c7-0cfbd39d8e98.html
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/414/563/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/430/482/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NWnQzbtfRGscKtIfD1hAU1xSHtYdd6up/view?usp=sharing
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/HLSs.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/natlorigin/nebraska-information/
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-23_ELPA21-Screener-Guidance_New-Users_Final.pdf
https://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/serving-english-learners-laws-policies-and-regulations
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-can-do-approach-ensure-differentiated-instruction-intentionally-supports-needs
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/supporting-ells-mainstream-classroom-reading-instruction
mailto:allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov
mailto:anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov

