
Rule 11 PreK 
District Support Plan
FAQ

Will districts be able to view the rubric that will be used to assign support levels? 

The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) plans to have a detailed rubric used to determine the 
support levels on their website by the end of July.  

Is this a voluntary program and is there a cost? Will all preschool programs need to participate?   

The support plans will be determined on an annual basis utilizing data that is already collected by the 
Office of Early Childhood (OEC) and therefore there is no cost to school districts. These support plans 
are designed for all school districts and ESU’s that operate a Rule 11 program.

Will the support plan help to include more of our own district principals and Superintendents?

The support plans are an opportunity for staff at all levels of the early childhood program to 
collaborate with the goal of continuous quality improvement. The involvement of administration 
at various levels will help make sure the plan is sustainable long-term.  

What will the time commitment be for districts? Will there be extra data to keep track of?    

The support plans will be determined on an annual basis utilizing data that is already collected by the 
OEC and therefore there is no additional data to track. The time commitment will be individualized for 
each district. Districts may have an ECERS-3 or CLASS observation along with check-ins with an 
education specialist. The amount of time dedicated to these supports will be determined by each 
district, depending on their need and capacity. 

Will each district have a coach or support person?

Each district has an Early Childhood Education Specialist assigned to them, just as they have had in 
previous years. The map of assigned areas for the Education Specialists can be found in the Results 
Matter Technical Assistance Document. For more in-depth coaching, districts can participate in 
Nebraska’s Step Up to Quality.

Can you tell us more about the PD videos? What will the topics be and how will they be 
accessed?   

The OEC YouTube channel has a playlist titled “Professional Development Video Series”. Videos 
addressing early mathematics, the importance of play, and intentional teaching are already available 
on this playlist. More videos will be added based on the needs of districts. 

Step Up to Quality is not required at this time, correct?

Step Up to Quality remains a voluntary program, however, one of the benefits of participating is 
access to free coaching. For more information on Step Up to Quality, please visit: 
www.education.ne.gov/stepuptoquality
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYEpu1T_k-E37p_rjzc9noukTY0BoMgcz
http://www.education.ne.gov/stepuptoquality


When will we be notified if we are having an ECERS or CLASS observation?

Each district will be contacted by their Education Specialist in August to verify which level of supports 
will be provided for their early childhood program for the 2022-2023 school year. Programs that will 
be observed in the fall will receive email notification in August, while programs that will be observed 
in the spring will receive email notification in January. 

For more information regarding observations, please refer to the Program Outcomes section of the 
Results Matter Technical Assistance Document.

Will districts have the opportunity to self-assess using the rubric first?

The rubric will be made available to districts and can be utilized in future school years as a guide for 
self-assessment. 

Will the Rule 11 reporting change?

No. The OEC intends to utilize the current reporting processes. 

Will it be public knowledge as to what level of support each district is receiving?

The support plans determined for each district are intended to be a framework for individualized 
continuous quality improvement. It is not an evaluation or an assessment of the program. 
Therefore, there is no intention of the NDE making this information public knowledge.
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Learn more about Rule 11 District Support Plans at bit.ly/Rule11Supports

https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/birth-to-age-5-programs/#1627503432151-5d42f0b9-3ace
http://bit.ly/Rule11Supports

