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TODAY’S TOPIC

● Farm to Summer 
○ Connect farm to school programming to SFSPs 
○ Finding local 

● Summer Meals Programs
○ Locate one near you!
○ Turnip the Beet 

● Experiential Education in the Garden
○ Grants & Funding
○ Online Community for educators & caregivers



Farm to Summer



Benefits

• Summer Meals Programs have 
increased participation 
• Quality of Meals
• Connection to Community
• Engaging, hands-on activities for kids

• Test new recipes using seasonal local 
ingredients

• Producers sell into a reliable market
• Nourishment!



Programming
• HARVEST OF THE MONTH

• Iowa, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Montana…
• Local Foods Club (i.e. Garden Club)
• Farm to Summer Kick Off Event 
• School or Community Gardens

• Fun activities
• Taste tests
• Incorporate into meals



Summer Meals Programs

• Federally-funded, 
state-administered programs 
that include the Summer Food 
Service Program

• Reimburse schools and 
nonprofit organizations: 
• Serve FREE healthy meals to 

children and teens 
• Located in higher-need areas 
• During summer months when 

school is not in session



Finding Summer Meals Programs near you

Text FOOD to 304-304
Spanish: COMIDA to 304-304

Dial 2-1-1 (be prepared to enter your zip code)

Summer Meals Site Finder: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids


Turnip the Beet
WHAT: USDA recognition of outstanding SFSP operators that offer 
high-quality meals to children during the summer
- appetizing, appealing, and nutritious & meet Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans

HOW: Sponsors may self nominate or be nominated by someone else
- complete a nomination form of short-answer questions and submit 

detailed menus

AWARD: bronze, silver, or gold recognition
- share with partners who support health summer meals
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