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Roadmap

• Overview of Legal Aid of Nebraska
• The Ag Worker Rights Program 
• Outreach and collaboration in the AWRP
• Health Education & Law Project (Ann Mangiameli)



Land Acknowledgment Statement
The following federally recognized tribal nations have connections to the land currently 
known as the state of Nebraska as the original inhabitants of this land and/or through 
the practice of forced removal.  

• Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
of Oklahoma

• Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
• Crow Creek Sioux Tribe
• Flandreau Santee Sioux
• Iowa Tribe of Kansas & 

Nebraska
• Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
• Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas
• Lower Brule Sioux Tribe
• Mandan, Hidatsa, & Arikara

Nation
• Northern Arapaho Tribe

• Northern Cheyenne Tribe
• Oglala Sioux Tribe
• Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and 

Iowa
• Otoe Missouria Tribe of Indians
• Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
• Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
• Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma
• Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation
• Rosebud Sioux Tribe
• Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri in 

Kansas & Nebraska

• Sac & Fox Nation of Oklahoma
• Sac & Fox Tribe of the 

Mississippi in Iowa
• Santee Sioux Nation
• Spirit Lake Tribe
• Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
• Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
• Yankton Sioux Tribe



What is Legal Aid? 

• Unlike the Sixth Amendment right to counsel in criminal proceedings, courts have not recognized a right to a 
lawyer in the vast majority of civil cases.

• For people facing civil legal challenges, such as unlawful evictions, foreclosure, domestic abuse, or wrongful 
denial of government assistance, navigating the justice system without a lawyer can be impossible.

• This puts justice out of reach for low-income people, and undermines a fundamental principle of our nation, 
that: the amount of money a person has should not determine the quality of justice they receive.

• Legal aid programs help ensure fairness in the justice system.

• Legal aid providers protect the rights of millions of Americans with low-income each year in areas such as 
housing, consumer, family, education and employment, and defend access to services for people of all 
backgrounds, including children, veterans, victims of domestic violence, the elderly, and those living with 
disabilities.



#1
Nebraska's 

largest nonprofit 

law firm.

93
The number of 

counties we 

serve in 

Nebraska. 

7
Office Locations:  

Omaha, Lincoln, 

Bancroft, Norfolk, 

Grand Island, 

North Platte, 

Scottsbluff



Legal Aid of 
Nebraska’s Mission
is to promote justice, dignity, hope and self-
sufficiency through quality civil legal aid for those 
who have nowhere else to turn



We provide services to individuals at or below 125 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Guidelines, or they must have income below 200 

percent of poverty and with certain allowable deductions (e.g. 
rent; daycare expenses for employment) place them at or below 

125 percent of federal poverty level.

125% of FPL is $16,988 for a household of 1,
$34,688 for a household of 4.

About 260,000 Nebraskans
financially qualify at 125% of FPL

* Legal Aid of Nebraska has many exceptions and considerations when qualifying clients. We 
encourage all individuals who need our services to apply regardless of income.



Who we 
can help

• Low-income Nebraskans

• People whose income is at 
or below 125% of the 
federal poverty guidelines

Legal Aid of Nebraska Clients

Who we 
cannot help

• People with whom we 
have a conflict of interest

• People with incomes over 
200% of the federal 
poverty guidelines. 

Conflict of Interest

• A lawyer cannot act as an advocate in 
one matter against a person the lawyer 
represents in some other matter, even 
when the matters are unrelated. This ban 
refers to concurrent clients. 

• For former clients, a lawyer shall not later 
represent another person in the same or 
a substantially related matter. 
• Matters are “substantially related if 

they involve the same transaction of 
legal dispute. 

Please note there are a few other exceptions on who we can 
and can not help based on our funding restrictions, but we 

encourage those who need our services to call our Intake Unit 
to talk through those specific situations 



HOUSING

• Eviction/Foreclosure

• Unsafe conditions in 

rental unit

• Utility shut off/risk of 

shut off

CHILDREN & 
FAMILIES

• Protection from abuse

• Juvenile record sealing

• Divorce, custody and 

child support

• Abuse and financial 

exploitation of elders

• Debt collection 

• Wage and bank 
garnishment 

• Tax and medical debt

• Student loan debt 

• Bankruptcy 

• Disability benefits

• Public assistance 

programs (ADC, SNAP, 

Medicaid)

• Unpaid wages

• Unemployment 

Benefits

DEBT & 
FINANCE

INCOME & 
BENEFITS

PRIORITY AREAS



Agricultural Worker 

Rights Program

Danny Reynaga



AWRP

Agricultural Worker Rights Program
• We help ag workers assert their employment rights, focusing on

ensuring they are paid what they are owed, that their working
conditions are safe, and helping to address harassment and
discrimination in the workplace.



AWRP

Most common 
issues we see:

1. Discrimination
2. Pay issues
3. Fraudulent inducement

Issues we help with:
• Issues with pay

• Paid less than hours worked

• Paid less than promised

• Paid irregularly

• Illegal deductions

• Health and safety

• Field sanitation

• Work injuries and OSHA violations

• Housing

• Discrimination and harassment



AWRP Outreach and 

Partnership

Janellys Santa



Outreach to Agricultural workers

Know your population:
• Agricultural workers are always in movement

• Keep track of the workers in your state

Work Orders for H2A workers:
• Department of Labor website: https://seasonaljobs.dol.gov/

• Texas Rio grande Legal Aid Search tool: https://trla.shinyapps.io/H2Data/



Partnership in outreach efforts

The collaboration in outreach is essential to have meaningful 
contact with all of the Agricultural workers.

• Organizations that have direct contact with Agricultural workers

• Government agencies 

• Meat packing plants



COVID-19 Vaccine clinic at worksite

In collaboration with Proteus, Nebraska Department of Labor and East Central District Health Department



Agricultural worker’s welcome event

In collaboration with several local organizations, including Migrant Education, 

churches and the University of Nebraska Medical Center



Consulates



Meat packing plants



Health Education & Law 

Project

Ann Mangiameli



Health Education & Law Project (HELP)

What HELP does:
• HELP seeks to address legal problems that have an overall impact on health. HELP providers legal

education and services in partnership with hospitals, health centers and medical providers that refer

individuals directly to HELP. By partnering with hospitals, health centers and medical providers, HELP

identifies clients with legal needs that impact their health.

Common Legal Issues:
• Power of Attorney, Living Wills and Wills

• Guardianships

• Disability benefits, Medicaid, SNAP

• Housing



1-877-250-2016
Monday & Wednesday:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday & Thursday:  1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

lawhelpne.legalaidofnebraska.org

Statewide Accessline

legalaidofnebraska.org
Follow us on social media!

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram 

LinkedIn

For more information


