
 

 

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) RESOURCE SERIES: 
 

EDUCATIONAL STABILITY OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In recognition of the unique needs of children involved in the child welfare system, both Federal and 
State governments have launched efforts to increase school stability and improve education outcomes 
for children in foster care.  In December of 2015, the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was 
passed, reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA).  ESSA’s 
provisions for schools regarding educational stability of children in foster care generally mirror similar 
requirements in the Federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 
2008 that govern State, local and tribal child welfare agencies.   
 
The ESSA provisions for State and Local Educational Agencies (SEA and LEAs) related to children in 
foster care went into effect on December 10, 2016.  A series of resource materials have been developed 
to assist the schools and child welfare agencies with implementation of these provisions.  The following 
documents are among several resources available on the Nebraska Department of Education’s  
ESSA Nebraska website:  https://www.education.ne.gov/ESSA/index.html  
 

❖ Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Brief:  Educational Stability of Children in 

Foster Care – Issued December 1, 2016; Updated March 1, 2021. 

 

❖ Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Excerpts:  Educational Stability of Children 

in Foster Care - Issued December 1, 2016; Updated March 1, 2021. 

 

❖ Statutory Definitions:  Education of Children in Out-of-Home Care - Issued 

December 1, 2016; Updated March 1, 2021. 
 

❖ Nebraska’s “Fostering Connections in Education” Liaison Network (FCLN) 

Summary - Issued August 18, 2014; Updated March 1, 2021. 

 

❖ Frequently Asked Questions:  Automated DHHS Superintendent Letter Project 

- Issued April 13, 2016; Updated March 1, 2021. 
 

❖ Non-Regulatory Guidance:  Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in Foster 

Care - Issued June 23, 2016. 

 
 

 

 

UPDATED:  February 28, 2021 
SOURCE:   Nebraska’s “Fostering Connections in Education” Initiative 

Nebraska Department of Education 
 

This guidance document is advisory in nature but is binding on an agency until amended by such agency.  A guidance document does not include internal procedural documents that only affect the 
internal operations of the agency and does not impose additional requirements or penalties on regulated parties or include confidential information or rules and regulations made in accordance with 
the Administrative Procedure Act.  If you believe that this guidance document imposes additional requirements or penalties on regulated parties, you may request a review of the document.  For 
comments regarding this document, contact nde.guidance@nebraska.gov 
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