
ARP ESSER III
Presented to District Personnel 

July 20, 21, & 26, 2021

NDE Federal Programs Team



Housekeeping

• We’d love to see your faces so feel free to have your video 
on

• All participants were muted upon entering
• All participants will be muted until the end of the 

presentation
• Please type questions into the chat or wait until the end
• At the end, we will unmute the participants and answer 

questions
• Materials will be posted on the website



Topics for Today’s Session

• Reviewers

• Parts of the Grant

• What If Scenarios

• General Information & Resources

• Questions and Answers



Who will be reviewing your grant & 
first person to contact with questions?

• ESU #1, 3, 6, and 11 – Dottie Heusman
• ESU #2 – Ken Howard
• ESU #4 – Allyson Olson DenBeste
• ESU #5 – Benjamin Zink
• ESU #7 and 10 – Pat Frost
• ESU #8, 9, and 13 – Jim Kent
• ESU #15 & 17 – Anne Hubbell
• ESU #16 – Sue Henry
• ESU #18 and 19 – Kirk Russell

ALL Final Approvals 
will be completed 
by Beth Wooster. 

*Rhonda Wredt-
Pre-Approval Forms



Step1: Create an Amendment

• This portion of the application is considered an 
amendment so the district MUST create an 
amendment.



After you click the 
Amend page:

• The system will take you right to the full application. 

• Step 1: Go to Page Lock Control and Unlock the Application

• Step 2: Click on the Amendment Description Page and enter 
this text: 

Amendment is to complete the full application.



Allocations & Contact Information -
Update the Contact Information as needed.  
Please check for accuracy.



Now you are ready to complete your 
amendment.  So…what’s new?

• Program Information
• Allowable Uses 1-17 
• Intent & Purpose Questions

• Staff/Equipment
• Capital Asset Pre-Approval Form & Submission

• Budget
• GEPA

• Sample can be found on the Federal Programs Tab at NDE
• Remember it is ARP ESSER III not CARES or CRRSA!!!



Program Information Page – Allowable Uses

• There are 16 allowable uses for this grant
• #4 Providing principals and other school leaders with the 

resources necessary to address the needs of their individual 
schools - IS NO LONGER AN OPTION WITH ESSER III

• NEW ALLOWABLE USE:  #17 Development of strategies 
and implementation of public health protocols that align 
with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance 
on reopening and operating school facilities to maintain the 
health and safety of students, educators, and other staff.  
ARPA Section 2001(e)(2)(Q).



Program Information Allowable Uses Page

• Describe what you are spending the funds on
• Be specific
• If you check a box, you MUST complete the text box.

• If you want to uncheck a box, delete the text box wording FIRST 
and then uncheck the box.  

• Make sure that the allowable use #’s selected on this 
page are also selected on the budget page and have 
dollars allocated 

• An error message will come up on the budget page if they don’t 
match.



Program Information-Intent & Purpose Page

• Questions include:

#1. Stakeholder Engagement in Plan for Use of Funds  

#2. Plan for Safe Return  
• A. Who was consulted? How did the consultation occur 

and what were the outcomes?
• B. System in place for revisions
• C. District URL where the Plan for Safe Return can be 

found



Program Information-Intent & Purpose Page 
– continued:

#3. 20% allocation for learning loss
• A. How will the 20% be used to address learning loss?
• B. Level of Evidence
• C. What evidence do you have to support interventions or 

strategies?
• D. Hyperlink to the Evidence 
• E.  How the resources are supporting students that missed 

instructional time?
• F.  How the resources are providing support for students 

that have been historically marginalized? (ie: students of 
color, students who are economically disadvantaged, 
English learners, and students with disabilities)



What’s this 20% Learning Loss all about?

• Must use 20% of total allocation for Allowable Use 
#13 (Addressing learning loss among all students in 
all subgroups, etc.)

• Ideas:
• Instructional Coach
• Intervention Specialist – Math and/or ELA
• High Quality Instructional Curriculum Materials
• Social Emotional Learning Support – Additional Guidance Counselor, Curriculum
• Additional Teachers – Class Size Reduction, Special Education, English Learners
• Intervention Materials
• Afterschool or Before School Tutoring
• Summer School
• Additional Student Instructional Days – Extended Contract Days for Staff to 

make this happen
• Technology – Allowable if district shows a connection to evidence-based 

initiative to address learning loss



Program Information-Intent & Purpose Page 
– continued:

#4. Anticipated Outcomes – Theory of Action

#5. What student data did the district use to determine 
the priorities?

• YES, there are more questions than previous ESSER grants, but 
there are more requirements from the federal government in 
regard to this funding!



Staff/Equipment Tab
* Instructional Staff & Noninstructional Staff Tabs * Fill in the chart

* Can upload a spreadsheet but still need a total displayed on the page



Operational Equipment & Capital Assets
• What’s the difference?

• $0-$4,999 per ITEM cost = Operational Equipment
• $5,000+ per item or project = Capital Assets

• Operational Equipment – Examples
• Computers, calculators, cameras, Electrostatic Sprayers, etc.   

(often have a serial number)

• Pre-Approval Requests for Capital Assets
• Forms at the top of this page
• Send to NDE-Rhonda Wredt
• Internal Team reviews and approves, disapproves, or returns for 

additional information
• Once approved, attach it to the page at the bottom (see next 

slide)



Capital Assets



GEPA-MUST state what you 
are using funds for, ARP 
ESSER III and statement about 
non-discrimination.

• NDE Federal Program website has 
examples for you!  



What if…

• Our District doesn’t know how we are going to use our 
money?

• Do a place holder with funds and then amend the application as 
needed.  Remember to get public comment.

• Our District changes our mind after our application is 
approved in regard to how we are spending the 
allocation? 

• Do an amendment.  Remember to get public comment.

• Our District can’t get the equipment we said we were 
going to purchase?

• Do an amendment.  Remember to get public comment if you changed 
what you are spending the dollars on. 



What if…

• Our district doesn’t know if something is allowable or not?
• Review the Allowable Uses document
• Reach out to your Federal Programs Team Contact

• Our District can’t get the application completed in time?
• You HAVE to get this done by September 15, 2021 at 11:59 p.m.  



ARP – HCY Information

• ARP HCY 1 Funds (Homeless Children & Youth) 
• Competitive Grant 
• Most likely will be released AFTER ARP HCY 2 

• ARP – HCY 2 Funds 
• Working on what that application will look like  
• Good chance it will be part of the ESSA Consolidated Grant 

Application
• Formula Grant not Competitive
• Possibility of forming a consortium to use the dollars



BUDGET CODES

CARES ESSER I CRRSA ESSER II ARP ESSER III

DISBURSEMENTS 6996 6997 6998

REVENUE 4996 4997 4998

PERIOD OF 

OBLIGATION

By September 30, 2022 By September 30, 2023 By September 30, 2024



Resources for Districts

• Phone a friend
• Select 50/50
• Ask the Audience – Just Kidding!!

• Reach out to your Federal Programs Consultant
• Go to the NDE Website – Main Page and Federal Programs 

Page
• Reach out to various NDE employees – See next slide



Contacts at NDE   (email = first.last@Nebraska.gov)

• Allocations & Assurances – Jen Utemark
• Capital Assets – Tom Goeschel
• Capital Assets Approval – Rhonda Wredt
• Innovative Use of Funds – Lane Carr and Shirley Vargas
• Instructional Materials – Cory Epler
• Reimbursement – Steve Bauers
• Students with Disabilities – Amy Rhone
• Use of Funds – Bryce Wilson



ESEA Federal Programs Team Contacts
Staff First 

Name
Staff Last 

Name Wk Mobile # email address

Allyson Olson 402-405-5212 allyson.olson@nebraska.gov

Anne Hubbell 402-405-7017 anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov

Benjamin Zink 402-416-9876 benjamin.zink@nebraska.gov

Beth Wooster 402-310-1390 beth.wooster@nebraska.gov

Dottie Heusman 402-219-4802 dottie.heusman@nebraska.gov

Jim Kent 402-405-6456 jim.kent@nebraska.gov

Ken Howard 402-219-3303 Ken.howard@nebraska.gov

Kirk Russell 402-405-4616 kirk.russell@nebraska.gov

Pat Frost 402-219-1671 pat.frost@nebraska.gov

Rhonda Wredt 531-510-8773 rhonda.wredt@nebraska.gov

Sue Henry 402-219-1788 sue.henry@nebraska.gov

mailto:allyson.olson@nebraska.gov
mailto:anne.hubbell@nebraska.gov
mailto:benjamin.zink@nebraska.gov
mailto:beth.wooster@nebraska.gov
mailto:dottie.heusman@nebraska.gov
mailto:jim.kent@nebraska.gov
mailto:Ken.howard@nebraska.gov
mailto:kirk.russell@nebraska.gov
mailto:pat.frost@nebraska.gov
mailto:rhonda.wredt@nebraska.gov
mailto:sue.henry@nebraska.gov


Federal Programs Tab on NDE Website

• https://www.education.ne.gov/federalprograms/#162327
5593815-5151159c-e75b

https://www.education.ne.gov/federalprograms/#1623275593815-5151159c-e75b


ESSER Fiscal Monitoring 
Checklist



Upcoming Events

• NDE Administrators Day is 
Wednesday, July 28

• Entire strand of topics about 
ESSER III

• Ruby Room for Support on 
ESSER Grant (Wednesday AND 
Thursday)

• GMS and Time & Effort 
Sessions 



Thank you from the NDE 
Federal Programs Team!

This has been an added responsibility for all Districts and NDE personnel.  
Thanks for your patience with us and your support.  

From ESSER I to ESSER III things changed frequently, but it’s more stable now 
and going well.  We have more answers and want to help!



Questions & Answers

• We will publish one of these recorded sessions to our NDE 
Federal Programs Tab

• We will post another FAQ with Questions and Answers from 
these sessions

• Refer to the Federal Programs Tab and the NDE Homepage 
ESSER tab for more Resources 

• ESSER Funds Checklist for Fiscal Monitoring

• Use the Directions document on the grant for support

• What questions can we answer right now?
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