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	Instruction allows students to…
	Key Instructional Shifts

	Focus on fewer concepts
	The ability to focus on fewer concepts at a grade level frees up time to go into depth on concepts. Moving slower to allow for conceptual understanding leads to speed of procedural skills and fluency (Quality versus Quantity). Lessons must align to grade level standards, which include high quality questions and tasks.

	Have the opportunity to understand mathematics through coherence
	Mathematical concepts are interconnected within grade level and the following grades levels. The four mathematical processes (Problem solving, Representations, Communication and Connections) support the learning across the grades. Teacher must make connects within mathematics and cross other content areas. All students must have opportunity to exhibit mathematical processes while engaging in the content of the lesson.

	Experience rigorous mathematical content
	Expectations for ALL students to have deep understanding of mathematical concepts so they are able to explain why it works, demonstrate relationships between other concepts, and apply to real world situations. Teachers must believe ALL students can access learning and then use strategies that help students access the mathematics. An intentional math community must be built where it is safe to take risk by forming relationships, setting up routines and using engaging activities. Teacher must lead by example which is risk taking by letting go of control. Offer opportunity for productive struggle so students have to explain and verify their work and encourage students to talk about each other’s thinking.
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Key Instructional Shifts

Academic standards provide a framework for ensuring quality teaching and learning. Recent
revisions and updates to Nebraska content standards, per Nebraska Revised Statute 79-
760.01, require a number of key shifts that are essential to fulfill the vision of Nebraska's
College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards for English Language Arts, Mathematics, and
Sclence. These shifts require thoughtful changes in instruction. Practitioners must develop
a deep understanding of the CCR standards as well as thelr implications for teaching and
learning. By doing so, they equip students with the body of knowledge and skills that prepares
them for success in college, career, and civic life. This document provides an overview of the
key Instructional shifts® in the subject areas of English Language Arts, Mathematics, and
Science.

*Please note that the “key instructional shifts" outlined i this document do not reflect the full spectrum of shifts
that ocour as content area standards are revised. For a more comprehansive look at thesa shifes, please visit
content area sites at https;/wwweducationnegoy/.
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