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Who are you?

Please change your Zoom profile to include your name and primary 

affiliation using one of the following options:

q District

q ESU

q NDE

q School

q Other
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Session Overview



Objectives

• Participants will discuss how to reduce biases that may 
unintentionally be introduced when interpreting data. 
• Participants will identify ways to interpret sample score reports from 

interim and summative assessments.
• Participants will continue conversations on strategies for educators as 

they interpret data from score reports and making instructional 
decisions to better support students.
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Ice Breaker



Breakout: Which image depicts 
how you feel about using data?
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Interpreting Data
Theory



Decoding Data for Equitable Outcomes

• Democratize: making data tools, materials, and resources widely 

available

• Demonstrate: showing colleagues and stakeholders how to 

understand, collect, organize, analyze, and interpret data through 

using the widely-available data tools, materials, and resources 

• Demystify: explaining and addressing data concepts in accessible, 

plainspoken terms
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(We All Count, 2020)



Decoding Data: Terms to Know

• Anonymized: taking data that has been collected from individuals and making it so that 
the data or responses cannot be attributed to specific individuals
§ Data can be anonymized either by making the information permanently unrelated to 

specific individuals or making it identifiable with a secret code.
§ Identifiers:

üDirect: Name, address, DOB, etc.…
üIndirect: Location, school, district, etc.…

• Bias: systematic error introduced into sampling or assessment data by selecting, 
encouraging, or prioritizing one outcome or answer over others
§ Knowingly? Unknowingly? Intentional? Accidental?
§ Often a combination. 
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Reducing Bias in the Data Process

• Understanding data

§ What perspective are you using to understand data?

§ Are you including multiple sources to tell a complete story?

• Collecting and organizing data

§ Where are you getting your data?

§ How do you know your data is of high quality?

• Analyzing data

§ How will you process your data once you have it?

§ Are you looking out for assumptions, interpretations, and conceptual biases?

• Interpreting data

§ How is the way you interpret data shaped by your experiences, worldview, and opinions?

§ Are you including multiple perspectives (e.g. social, historical, mathematical) to avoid making 

one-sided interpretations?
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Interpreting Data Example: 
Examining Average Achievement Scores
• Three different schools, each school experienced a 10-point increase:

§ School A boosted their score from 10 to 20 
§ School B went from 40 to 50 
§ School C rose from 90 to 100 
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School A School B School C
Performance Score Change 10 points 10 points 10 points

Percentage Change 100% 25% 11.1%



Interpreting Data Example: 
EL Enrollment Growth 

District newsletter headline states…
“EL student population at an all time high!”

• District’s EL population grows from 300 to 400
• District’s overall population grows from 2,000 to 3,000 in the same 

period.
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District EL Enrollment District Overall 
Enrollment

Percentage of District EL 
Enrollment 

Year 1 300 2,000 15%
Year 2 400 3,000 13.3%



How can you democratize, 
demonstrate, and 
demystify data to support 
your student subgroups?

Processing Activity - Breakout
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Score Reports
ELPA21, NSCAS, and MAP Assessments 



ELPA21 Score Reports
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ELPA21 Score Report: Screener
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ELPA21 Score Report: Summative
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NSCAS School-Level Score Reports
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• School roster 
presents report of 
achievement for 
students who were 
required to take 
general-education 
NSCAS.

• Length of report 
depends on number 
of students per grade.

NSCAS School-Level Score Reports
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• Individual Student 
Reports (ISRs) show 
student achievement 
on NSCAS ELA, 
Mathematics, and 
Science tests.

• Reports historical 
score data to track 
student progress.

NSCAS Student-Level Score Reports
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• How would we 
interpret this 
student’s growth?

• What other data do 
we need to paint a 
more complete 
picture of student 
progress?

MAP Student-Level Growth Report
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MAP Growth Report Summaries
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Accessibility and Decision-Making
Three-tiered Approach to Accessibility

Tier Definition Making Decisions

Universal Features Digitally embedded or 
non-digital, non-
embedded accessibility 
supports

Pay special attention to 
making sure universal 
features meet individual 
student needs.

Linguistic Supports for English 
Learners

Features that are 
available for students 
designated as ELs 

Educators and/or teams 
who are familiar with the 
student characteristics and 
needs should make 
decisions. Student input is 
recommended. 

Accommodations Changes in procedures or 
materials that ensure 
equitable access to 
instruction and 
assessment

EL teams, IEP teams, and 
educators for 504 plans 
should make decisions. 
Consider using locally 
developed planning tools 
and processes.
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Additional Data - Breakout
In your breakout groups discuss the following:

• What additional data do you need about 
your ELs, SWD, and ED students that is not 
provided in the score reports?

• How can you democratize, demonstrate, 
and demystify data from score reports to 
support students?

• How do you know if what you are doing for 
ED students is working?
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Tying Scores to ALDs
Achievement Level Descriptors 



Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)

• Correspond to ELPA21 levels 

for each domain

• Describe what a student can 

do in relation to skills 

measured by ELPA21

• Can be used by all educators 

to personalize instruction for 

language development needs
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Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)

• What do you notice 
about these?
§ Everyone chat one 

idea.
• How might you 

support educators 
who use this tool for 
planning, instruction, 
and assessment?
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NSCAS ALDS
ELA and Mathematics Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)

Developing: Developing learners do not yet demonstrate proficiency 
in the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level, as specified 
in the assessed Nebraska College and Career Ready Standards. These 
results provide evidence that the student may need additional 
support for academic success at the next grade level. 

On Track: On Track learners demonstrate proficiency in the 
knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level, as specified in the 
assessed Nebraska College and Career Ready Standards. These results 
provide evidence that the student will likely be ready for academic 
success at the next grade level.

CCR Benchmark: CCR Benchmark learners demonstrate advanced 
proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level, 
as specified in the assessed Nebraska College and Career Ready 
Standards. These results provide evidence that the student will likely 
be ready for academic success at the next grade level.

Science Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)

Below the Standards: Overall student performance in science reflects 
unsatisfactory performance on the standards and insufficient understanding 
of the content at grade level. A student scoring at the Below the Standards 
level inconsistently draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills 
in the areas of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences.

Meets the Standards: Overall student performance in science reflects 
satisfactory performance on the standards and sufficient understanding of the 
content at grade level. A student scoring at the Meets the Standards level 
generally draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills in the 
areas of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences.

Exceeds the Standards: Overall student performance in science reflects high 
academic performance on the standards and a thorough understanding of the 
content at grade level. A student scoring at the Exceeds the Standards level 
consistently draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills in the 
areas of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences.



• How do achievement 
levels tell the story of 
a student’s learning 
outcomes?

• How might you 
support educators 
who use this tool for 
planning, instruction, 
and assessment?

NSCAS Scale Score Ranges



Interpreting Data for Instruction
Activity
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Differentiation Strategies Poster
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Organization of the Poster

• Based on four domains in order of the score report.
• Begins with Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) specific to domain 

across range of performance levels (Level 1 of K–Level 5 of 9–12 
grade bands).

• Includes strategies for differentiating instruction and assessment.
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Student Profiles

Please find the seven Student 
Profiles in your handouts packet.

Select a student profile to work with 
today.

Handout 8



Instruction Strategies

Given all the data you have 
for this student, what 
instructional strategies 
would you advise educators 
use? 
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Thank you!



@ELPA21Assess

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ELPA21

WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/SHOWCASE/ELPA21

WWW.ELPA21.ORG

INFO@ELPA21.ORG*

Contact Us!


