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Summer Food Service Program and Kids Café – An Idea for Partnership

In Fall 2002 at the Summer Food Service Program Conference in Washington, D.C., several representatives of the national organization America’s Second Harvest attended and sat on panels about childhood hunger and the summer feeding program.  America's Second Harvest is the largest domestic hunger-relief organization in the United States. The organization feeds hungry people by soliciting and distributing food and grocery products through a nationwide network of certified affiliate food banks and food-rescue programs in America.

One of the programs featured at the conference and run by America’s Second Harvest is the Kids Café.  Started in 1993, the primary goal of the Kids Cafe program is to provide free and prepared food and nutrition education to hungry children.  Kids Cafes operate year-round using existing community resources, such as Boys and Girls Clubs, or schools where children already naturally congregate.

Clearly, the Summer Food Service Program and Kids Cafes share very similar goals and features, and seem a natural partnership in feeding hungry children.

Currently, Kids Cafes are funded by local Second Harvest Food Banks and their private donors.  However, Kids Cafe administrators can very easily meet SFSP requirements and be reimbursed for their efforts.  Furthermore, by using the resources of two or three organizations instead of one, there may be opportunities to reach more children in new locations.

Kids Cafes and SFSP are already successfully partnering in a number of locations.  In Reno, Nevada, 

corporate partners were secured to provide startup funding to begin the Reno Kids Cafe. These partners included utility companies and a major banking partner, which continue to

support the program today. A partnership with the health department ensures high quality food sanitation, and meals are vended by the school district in order to provide hot, nutritious meals that meet the USDA meal pattern. Meal site partners include municipal recreation programs, non-profit organizations, neighborhood churches, the YMCA and the Cooperative Extension. As part of their agreement, meal site partners agree to provide site cooks and feed any neighborhood child who comes for a free meal.

In Denver, Colorado, the Food Bank of the Rockies operated one Kids Café/SFSP site in 2002, and after finding it to be a positive partnership, plans to increase the sites to about seven this year.  The food is provided by the food bank and with purchases from grocery stores.  The Food Bank uses the kitchen of a metro church to prepare the meals, then has a refrigerated truck to transport the food to the sites daily.  Paid cooks prepare the meals, and volunteers help supervise at the sites.  

We suggest you investigate the Kids Café sites near you by contacting your closest America’s Second Harvest Food Bank.  We have included a list of those food banks in each state.  

Additionally, a wide range of creative partnerships are showcased in the SFSP 2002 Model Programs Booklet which can be found at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Summer/States/model_programs.html.
http://www.secondharvest.org/
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KIDS CAFE – America’s Second Harvest








