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	The Central Pennsylvania Food Bank coordinates meals for more than 700 children each day after school. MORE 
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Kids Cafe is one of the nation's largest free meal service programs for children. Since the program's inception in 1993, Kids Cafes have become a central tool in our efforts to end childhood hunger. 

Goals 
The primary goal of the Kids Cafe program is to provide free and prepared food and nutrition education to hungry children. Kids Cafes across the country achieve this goal by utilizing existing community resources, such as Boys and Girls Clubs, or schools for instance where children already naturally congregate. 
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The Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago runs a Kids Cafe. 
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Currently there are more than 600 Kids Cafes, operated by more than 80 food banks across the nation. 

Kids Cafe programs have been established in a wide range of community-based settings. For instance, in Chicago one Kids Cafe is located in the heart of Chicago's "Magnificent Mile". The Cafe is run as one of several service programs of the Fourth Presbyterian Church. A second Kids Cafe is located on Chicago's West Side in a small converted storefront. This Cafe is run by the sisters of 
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The Fraternite Notre Dame is another Kids Cafe site in Chicago. 


Fraternite Notre Dame. Both programs are operated through the local food bank, the Greater Chicago Food Depository. 

In addition to providing hot meals to hungry kids, some Kids Cafes programs also offer a safe place, where under the supervision of trustworthy staff, a child can get involved in educational, recreational and social activities that draw on existing community programs and often include family members. 
History 
In Savannah, Georgia, 1989, two young brothers were discovered late one night in the kitchen of their housing project's community center. The older brother had broken into the kitchen to feed himself and his younger brother. In response to this glaring example of childhood hunger in their local community, the Second Harvest Food Bank of Coastal Georgia started the first Kids Cafe and in 1993 America's Second Harvest launched the national Kids Cafe program. There are currently more than 600 Kids Cafes in operation in the U.S., with plans to expand the number of sites through the Feeding Children Better Program. 
How to Get Involved 
Although there are not Kids Cafes in all cities and states at this time - most food bank and food-rescue programs operate a program that serves children in the local community. Contact your local food bank or food-rescue program to find out whether they have a Kids Cafe or how else you can get involved with their efforts to help hungry children. 

You can also get involved by making a financial donation to America's Second Harvest. It is through the support of individuals that we are able to work towards ending childhood hunger.
