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Personal Finance Course Overview
In our sophisticated world economy consumers must take control of their personal finances. Therefore, they must obtain the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes to guide their behaviors in order to reach their financial goals. The one-semester Personal Finance course directs students to achieve their financial goals as they analyze their personal financial decisions and evaluate the costs and benefits of their decisions.
Personal Finance Course Description
The Personal Finance course engages students in projects, activities, discussions, and debate that are relevant, interesting, and absolutely necessary to prepare for a lifetime of financial decision making.
The Personal Finance Course meets the standards for the National Business Education Association and the Nebraska Career Education knowledge and skill statements.
Personal Finance Course Objectives
· Define values, needs, and wants.

· Distinguish between job, career, and occupation.

· Realize the importance of investing in human capital.

· Create a financial plan for future success.

· Investigate the benefits of a spending plan.

· Explore electronic banking and other financial institution services.

· Compare investing alternatives based on individual goals.
· Evaluate sources of credit.
· Discover the costs of credit cards.

· Formulate spreadsheet files to analyze financial decision making.

Personal Finance Topics and Timeline
Week 1
Chapter 1
Overview of Personal Finance

Unit 1

Financial Responsibility and Decision Making

Week 2
Chapter 2
The Financial Plan
Week 3
Chapter 3
Financial Decision Making

Week 4
Chapter 4
Budgets and Balance Sheets





Your Personal Financial Statements

Unit 2



Income and Careers

Week 5
Chapter 5
Careers and Education
Week 6
Chapter 6
Paying Taxes

Week 7
Chapter 7
Insuring Your Health and Your Life

Week 8
Chapter 8 
The Economy and You

Unit3



Obtaining and Protecting Your Credit

Week 9
Chapter 9
Obtaining and Protecting Your Credit

Week 10
Chapter 10
Personal Loans and Purchasing Decisions

Week 11
Chapter 11
Credit Cards and Other Forms of Credit

Unit 4



Saving and Investing

Week 12
Chapter 12
Banking Procedures and Services
Week 13
Chapter 13
Methods of Saving

Week 14
Chapter 14
Methods of Investing

Week 15
Chapter 15
Planning for the Future

Personal Finance Projects and Ongoing Activities
· Preparation for the Personal Finance competitive event at FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) State Leadership Conference
 http://www.nebraskafbla.org/
· Preparation for the Finance Challenge through the Nebraska Council on Economic Education http://nebraskacouncil.org/resources/financechallenge.html
· Preparation for the Econ Challenge ONLINE through the Nebraska Council on Economic Education http://nebraskacouncil.org/resources/econchallenge.html
· Competition in the Stock Market Game sponsored by the Nebraska Council on Economic Education http://nebraskacouncil.org/smg/index.html
· Competition in the InvestWrite Contest 
http://www.investwrite.info/
Personal Finance Projects and Ongoing Activities  (continued)
· Participation in the following courses through the National Student Loan Program Financial Literacy Online website:  

http://www.nslpflonline.org/ 
· Budgeting 

· Contracts 

· Credit 

· Credit History
· Financing Education 

· Identity Theft 

· Insurance 

· Starting a Business 

Personal Finance Textbook and Resources
· Personal Financial Literacy, Pearson Education, Inc., © 2010. Jeff Madura, Mike Casey, Sherry J. Roberts, authors.
· Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Finance Calculators and Statistics http://www.bls.gov/
· Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) Economics Statistics  

 http://bea.gov/
· Family Economics and Financial Education http://fefe.arizona.edu/user
· MONEY SMART NEBRASKA 
          www.nebraskacouncil.org
Classroom Management
· Start on time; end on time.

· Courtesy goes a long way!
· If someone is bugging you, tell the person to quit! If the behavior continues, tell the teacher. Expect results.

Required Materials

Bring books, notebooks, and writing utensils to class unless told otherwise.
Grading Scale

The following grading scale is the policy of Norris Public Schools.
65-67 = D-
68-70 = D

71-73 = D+

74-76 = C-

77 -79 = C

80-82 = C+

83-85 = B-

86-88 = B

89-91 = B+

92-94 = A-

95-97 = A

98-100=A+

Course Assessment
Projects and Tests
70%



Daily Activities
30%
