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Course Overview
Financial literacy is essential in meeting the financial challenge of 21st Century learners.  After completing this course, students will be able to perform daily business and personal transactions.  These transactions include goal setting, creating and maintaining a budget, analyzing a balance sheet, choosing insurance coverage that meets personal or business needs, and researching career paths, etc.  Students will learn to take an analytical approach to make sound financial decisions.
Course Description
The National Endowment for Financial Education® High School Financial Planning Program was designed and developed around a special type of education called performance-based learning.  With performance-based learning, students take what they learn and apply it directly in the course of each unit.  Carefully designed exercises and activities move the student step-by-step toward each of the seven core competencies that the program teaches.  In the process, students will:
1. Create their own financial plan
2. Create their own budget

3. Propose a personal saving and investing plan

4. Select strategies to use in handling credit and managing  their debt

5. Demonstrate how to use various financial services

6. Create a personal insurance plan

7. Examine how their choice of career and lifestyle will affect their financial plan

Course Objectives

At the completion of the two-semester course, the student will be able to do the following:

· Examine the value of having a process of planning how to use money
· Examine the relationship between career choice and earning potential

· Explore how education and training affect career choices and earning potential

· Identify sources of income and types of expenses

· Describe how insurance is used to protect against financial loss

· Examine reasons to keep track of your spending habits

· Compare the advantages and disadvantages of using credit

· Explain how to manage credit responsibly

· Differentiate between saving and investing

· Examine various types of financial services

Content Standards (Nebraska Essential Learnings curriculum standards)
· BE 12.1.1 Career Development
· Understand career preparation and job acquisition skills required for employment, professionalism and career transitions in their chosen fields
· BE 12.2.1 Communication
· Understand the principles of oral and written communication
· BE 12.3.1 Computation
· Understand mathematical procedures and tools to analyze and solve business problems
· BE 12.4.1 Computer Applications
· Understand a variety of application software
· BE 12.5.1 Economics and Personal Finance
· Understand basic economic and financial principals in order to make wise domestic and global economic decisions related to their personal financial affairs, the successful operation of organization and the economic activities of the country
Course Topics and Timeline
1st Semester


Overview of Personal Finance


 Financial Responsibility & Decision Making

· The Financial Plan
· Financial Decision Making

· Budgeting and Balance Sheets: Your Personal Financial Statements

 Income & Careers

· Careers and Education 

· Paying Taxes

· Insuring Your Health and Your Life

· The Economy 
2nd Semester

Spending & Credit

· Obtaining and Protecting Your Credit

· Personal Loans and Purchasing Decisions

· Credit Cards and Other Forms of Credit

Savings & Investing

· Banking Procedures and Services

· Methods of Saving

· Methods of Investing

· Planning for the Future

Projects and Activities


Develop short, intermediate, and long-term goals
· Look at how our values influence decisions when setting goals

Create a year-long budget given criteria on family size, annual salary, and state of residence
Look at the cost of food

· Take students down to the local grocery store and price various foods

· Compare and contrast name brand food to generic brands

Research careers using Nebraska Career Connections

Analyze a Pay Stub

· Gross and net earnings

· Taxes

· Insurance

· Complete health insurance application activity
· Filing a claim for an automobile insurance activity
Risk-Taker Activity

Credit Card Activity

· Look at a credit report

Loan Activity

Visit local bank and discuss banking services

Textbook(s) and Resources

Personal Finance Literacy, Pearson Education, Inc./Prentice-Hall Publishing, 2010 ©.  Jeff Madura, Mike Casey, Sherry J. Roberts, authors.
National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE) High School Financial Planning Program, 2006 ©.  http://hsfpp.nefe.org/
Required Materials

Student issued laptop
Textbook/Workbook

Classroom Behavior/Course Expectations


Be respectful 

Be prepared
· Bring textbook, computer and homework assignments with you to class every day.

Academic Honesty Policy
Cheating will not be tolerated.  If reasonable suspicion is shown, or action seen, there will be a mandatory conference with the student / teacher/principal.  Cheating on a test, if proven by the evidence available, will be just cause for a zero to be given for that test.  No make-up will be allowed.  All due-process procedures will be followed, if the student denies the charge.

**Taken from Arcadia Public School Handbook 2009-2010**

Grading Scale

A = 93-100
B = 85-92

C = 77-84

D = 70-76

F = Below 70

Course Assessment

The grading scale will be based off of a point system.  Students will receive daily points, total daily points will vary by the day, assignment points and test points (test points are doubled).  

Late work will be accepted up to 3 days from the due date.

· 1 day late – 10% off total points

· 2 days late – 20% off total points

· 3 days late – 50% off total points

· 4 days + late – no credit will be given, a zero will be recorded in the grade book

· Refer to the student handbook

Student Contract

I have read and had explained in detail the guidelines and expectations set forth for Personal Finance.  I understand that successful completion of this course will be based largely upon me following these guidelines and expectations.  As it is my intention to successfully complete this course with a passing grade and credit granted, I agree to follow all of the guidelines given.
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Student Name







Date

Parent/Guardian Name






Date

Grade I will work to earn in Personal Finance:  ___________________________

