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ANY HIGH SCHOOL USA
ANY HIGH SCHOOL COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Title:
Personal Finance

Course Description: Covers the basic principles needed for effective personal finance management, including the practical application of money management, budgeting, taxes, credit, insurance, housing, investments, and retirement planning.

Instructor: Seth White

Date: Fall 2010
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion the student should be able to:

1.  Create a financial plan through personal financial goal setting

2.  Analyze personal financial situation and create budget, personal balance sheet, and cash flow statement

3.  Understand factors that affect buying decisions and identify ways to solve consumer problems

4.  Use credit, stocks, and various savings and investments to their advantage 

5.  Know how different types of insurance works

6.  Know how to set up a budget and plan for financial retirement goals

7.  Understand how to file a federal income tax return and assess various strategies for paying taxes

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
1.  Define personal finance and personal financial planning 

2.  Analyze the benefits of good financial decision making

3.  Examine the goals for which people make financial plans

4. Identify sources of financial planning information

5.  Describe the purpose of a financial plan

6.  Identify the key components of a financial plan

7.  Differentiate between cash inflow and cash outflow

8.  Explain the steps in financial decision making

9.  Explain the steps involved in creating a budget

10.  Explain the steps involved in creating a personal balance sheet

11.  Analyze the importance of budgeting in your financial plan

12.  Explain the process for deciding a career path

13.  Describe different sources of information to research careers

14.  Explain how one can gain the skills needed for a career choice

15.  Describe the process of applying for a job.

16.  Describe the basic principles of taxation and the major categories of taxes
17.  Explain payroll taxes

18.  Describe the purpose and process of filing tax returns

19.  Explain how taxes affect your financial plan

20.  Explain why health insurance is important

21.  Describe different features of health insurance

22.  Explain the need for life insurance

23.  Describe the ways people obtain insurance

24.  Explain how economic factors impact financial decisions

25.  Analyze how demographic changes will impact your future

26.  Analyze how events in the national and global economy might affect you

27.  Explain the concept of consumer credit, including major types and its benefits and drawbacks
28.  Describe the keys to building and maintaining healthy credit

29.  Identify ways to protect your identity

30.  Describe the key features and qualities of personal loans

31.  Explain the unique issues and challenges of financing a home

32.  Explain the unique issues and challenges of financing an education
33.  Explain the unique issues and challenges of financing a car

34.  Explain how credit cards work

35.  Describe different credit card features

36.  Explain how to use a credit card correctly

37.  Describe other risky credit arrangements

38.  Explain the difference between different types of financial institutions

39.  Learn the basics of having a checking account, including how to balance an account

40.  Describe other available banking services

41.  Describe the two major federal insurers

42.  Explain the function and goals of the Federal Reserve

43.  Explore the ways in which savings can earn interest
44.  Examine the different types of bank accounts that can aid in saving

45.  Describe retirement savings options

46.  Explore the reasons for investing
47.  Describe the process of investing in stock

48.  Describe the process of investing in bonds

49.  Describe the process of investing in mutual funds

50.  Explore other options for investing

51.  Explain the concept of time value of money, including factors that influence it and ways to calculate it

52.  Explain the role of diversification in managing an investment portfolio

53.  Describe how time value concepts affect retirement planning

54.  Describe how time value concepts affect estate planning

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Title: Personal Financial Literacy

Author: Madura, Casey, & Roberts

Publisher: Prentice Hall

Copyright: 2010

ISBN: 978-0-321-54775-0
INSTRUCTION/METHODS OF PRESENTATIONS/LEARNING

Additional materials will be used to enhance learning including the following: 

Nebraska Council on Economic Education Stock Market Simulation

www.nebraskacouncil.org/smg/
Internal Training Service Checking Account Packet

www.finlitproject.com/checking.htm
Family Economics and Financial Education web site

www.fefe.arizona.edu/
National Endowment for Financial Education Financial Plan Program Workbook
hsfpp.nefe.org/
Christmas Price Index

www.pncchristmaspriceindex.com/
Nebraska Career Connections

www.nebraskacareerconnections.org/
Federal Reserve

www.federalreserveeducation.org/
Personal Financial Literacy Supplemental Activities

 http://www.pearsonhighered.com/
Ask Dr Econ              

 http://www.frbsf.org/education/activities/drecon/askecon.cfm
Money Instructor     

http://www.moneyinstructor.com/
Practical Money Skills    

http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/english/index.php
Financial Football

www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games/trainingcamp/
IRS                        

http://www.irs.gov/retirement/article/0,,id=111357,00.html
Lecture, power point presentations, cooperative learning, written reactions, guest speakers, simulations, reports, research, class activities and discussions will allow the student to explore the topics in the class.
CLASS SCHEDULE
Week 1


 Introduction & Team Building

Week 2 

Overview of Personal Finance
Week 3 

The Financial Plan
Week 4 

Financial Decision Making
Week 5 

Budgets and Balance Sheets: Your Personal Financial Statements
Week 6 

Careers and Education
Week 7 

Paying Taxes
Week 8 

Paying Taxes
Week 9 

Insuring Your Health and Your Life
Week 10 

The Economy and You
Week 11 

Obtaining and Protecting Your Credit
Week 12 

Personal Loans and Purchasing Decisions
Week 13 

Credit Cards and Other Forms of Credit
Week 14 

Saving and Investing
Week 15 

Methods of Saving
Week 16 

Methods of Investing

Week 17

 Planning for the Future
Week 18

Review and Final Exam
CLASS PROJECTS

Personal Finance projects will have the opportunity to apply their learning through a variety of projects, including but limited to, the following:  
· Stock Market Game Simulation

· Financial Football Contests

· “Where You Live” Renting and/or Buying a Home Project
· Career and Family Planning Budget Activity

· Vacation Budgeting 

· Grocery Store Budgeting Challenge

· Job Selection and Career Placement Activity
· Retirement Planning

· Investment Planning for the Future

· Finance Challenge

· Balloon Tower Contest
· Pay Check Challenge

· Christmas Price Index Activity

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance:  Students are expected to be in class daily as is the high school policy.  Absences for school-related activities are considered excused absences.  All other absences count against attendance.  Once a student has exceeded 10 absences, a competency test may be required in addition to completing the work missed.
Student Conduct:  Students are required to meet the standards set aside in the Wayne Community Schools Student Handbook.

Assignment Completion:  All tests will be announced several days in advance.  Outside assignments/activities will be given ample notice for completion.  Midterm and final dates to turn in assignments will be announced.
Classroom Rules to Live By:

1) Respect yourself, others and the teacher at all times.

2) Attend class.

3) Be ready to begin when the bell rings.

4) Participate in class discussion and activities.
5) Be responsible for making up missed work.

METHODS OF EVALUATION

Tests will be scored on a point basis.  Test s will be given at the end of each chapter.  Outside assignments/worksheets, research, simulations, writings will be utilized toward the final grade.
Grading Scale

A+
= 
100-97

A
= 
96-90

B+
=
 89-87

B
= 
86-80

C+
= 
79-70

C
= 
76-70

D+
= 
69-67

D
= 
66-60

F
= 
Below 60

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

The instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syllabus at any time during the semester by announcement.

Seth White
Business Instructor

W!SE Personal Finance Certified
PH: 402-375-7703

FAX: 402-375-7120
EMAIL: sewhite1@wsc.edu

Personal Finance

Fall 2010

Read the following statements, and check all those that apply.  Sign, date and return this page of the syllabus to the instructor.

(  I have received a copy of the course syllabus.

(  The course syllabus has been discussed and explained to me.

(  I understand the attendance policy.

(  I understand the policy on late or incomplete homework.

(  I have no questions related to the syllabus.  I understand the content and what is expected of me.

I understand the instructor uses an online grade book which can be accessed via the Internet at www.anyschoolusa.org.

_____________________________________

Student Name (Print)

_____________________________________
Student’s Signature

_____________________________________
Date
