WHAT’S MY LINE?


DESCRIPTION – On February 2, 1950 a game show called “What’s My Line?” was premiered.  It was aired for 25 years – (1975).  A contestant was interviewed by a panel of celebrities who asked questions that could be answered by either “yes” or “no”.   For each “no” response, the contestant received $5.  Two of the regular panelists were Steve Allen and Arlene Francis.    This classroom activity is a take-off from that show.
PREPARATION

1. Teacher selects a variety of careers equal to the number of students in the classroom.

2. Students draw a career out of the possibilities and research that career as a homework assignment.  Each student makes up a background information card containing statements related to what they do, how much they are paid, where they live and how they prepared for their job that would be consistent with the chosen career.

CLASSROOM SETTING

1. The Contestant is drawn out of the hat and is positioned in the front of the classroom.

2. Four (maximum number) students are selected to be panelists and are positioned in chairs facing the contestant.

3. If desired, select a student to serve as the “banker” who keeps track of how much each contestant earns during the session by awarding $5 for each “no” response.
4. Either the teacher or a selected student serves as the host/hostess and introduces the contestant by first name and then asks panel members to ask “yes-no” questions in a rotational order to determine what the line is of the contestant.  If an inappropriate question is asked, the host must not allow the contestant to respond.  When a panelist thinks he or she knows, they ask the question, “Are you a ___________?”   If “no”, the questioning continues until one of the panelists gets a “yes” response from that question.  That is the way the game was played. 
5. An alternative would be to determine that each panelist could ask, in rotation, three or four questions and if they could not determine the career at the end of that sequence, the contestant would reveal his/her identity.  

6. Repeat the process making sure that each student is either a contestant or a panelist.

POSSIBLE DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS

1. What did you learn from preparing for your assigned career?

2. What did you learn from the game day itself?

3. How would you change your preparation if this classroom experience were repeated?

4. If you kept track of how much money a contestant would have earned, ask “What do you think $___ would have purchased in 1950”?
TEACHER REFERENCE MATERIAL
What was the standard yearly pay in 1950?

· The average of all industries
$3,180

· Building trades


$3,377

· Farm Labor


$1,454

· Medical Workers

$2,067

· Teachers


$2,794

What did items cost in 1950?    (Note: prices from New York City)

· A pound of beef steaks

98.7 cents

· A pound loaf of bread

15.3 cents

· A pound of cheese

51 cents

· A dozen eggs


67.1 cents

· A quart of milk


21.9 cents

· A pound of rice


17.4 cents

· Boys shirt 


$3.39  (with Roy Rogers & Trigger on front)

· Monopoly board game

$4.00

· Basketball


$2.98 (official size with inflating needle)

· “Tiny Tears” 13-inch doll
$7.95

Value of Dollar Comparison - $2.89 in 1950 was comparable to $22.07 in 2003

(which means that $5.00 in 1950 is comparable to $38.18 in 2003)
Source of information:  www.bankjr.com/pground/lookingback/1950-1959

MATH INTEGRATION:

1. Round off the figure and use $40 as an approximate value in 2007. Have students determine how much money, in today’s dollar, each contestant received.

2. Give each student a particular item and ask them to determine how much of that item could e been purchased with the winnings.
Developed by Shirley Baum, December - 2007

