THE POWER OF WORDS

(A description of the lessons, including objectives)
Website:  www.teachingtolerance.org/words

1.3 Investigate cultural issues and differences in communication.

2.1
Practice effective techniques of communication being sensitive to 
            contextual appropriateness and cultural differences.

Lesson 1 -
Male-Bashing and Gender

Students will achieve an understanding that many disparagements used to refer to males and based on comparing them with stereotypically female traits.

Lesson 2 -
Ethnic Stereotypes

Students will develop an awareness of the stereotypes (assumptions) associated with various ethnicities or regional groups.

Lesson 3 - 
Anti-semitism and Hate Speech

Students will achieve an understanding of the concept of anti-Semitism.  Students will develop an awareness of the effects of anti-Semitic and other hate propaganda in modern and historical contexts.

Lesson 4 -
Reclaiming Pejorative Words

Students will develop an understanding of the dynamics of social power differences as they relate to the evolution of racial, gender and sexual orientation-based epithets (perjorative language).  Students will develop an awareness of the intersections of race, ethnicity, class, gender and sexual orientation bias.

Lesson 5 - 
Words that Reinforce Stereotypes

Students will increase their awareness of the effects of using language that reinforces stereotypes.

Lesson 6 -
Intention and Perception

Students will develop awareness about the ways intention, perception and the use of stereotype-laden language can affect communication.

Lesson 7 -
Ethnocentrism and Xenophobia

Students will achieve an understanding of the concepts of ethnocentrism and xenophobia.

Lesson 8 -
Ethic and Multiethnic Identity

Students will increase their awareness of some of the issues faces by people of mixed ethnic or racial heritage, including those who are biracial and multiracial.

Lesson 9 -
Normative Sexuality

Students will achieve an understanding of the concepts of heterosexual/heterosexuality and obligatory or compulsory heterosexuality.
Lesson 10 -
Social Justice Words

Students will develop an awareness of various terms and phenomena associated with the social justice movements.

