
This	  compilation	  of	  resources	  was	  created	  with	  the	  needs	  of	  afterschool	  programs	  

and	  staff	  in	  mind.	  Many	  were	  written	  by	  and	  for	  educators,	  and	  include	  evidence-

based	  best	  practices	  that	  can	  be	  used	  in	  afterschool	  environments	  to	  support	  

English	  Learners—and	  all	  kids!	  Use	  them	  for	  staff	  development	  year-round	  during	  

trainings,	  workshops,	  meetings,	  and	  coaching	  sessions,	  and	  make	  the	  most	  of	  

afterschool	  as	  a	  vital	  asset	  for	  narrowing	  the	  achievement	  gap.	  Click	  on	  the	  title	  of	  

any	  article	  to	  open	  a	  full	  version.

Part I: English Learners in California, A Model  orients afterschool staff to the big picture of 

challenges and needs for English Learners across California, home to the largest population 

California 

. 

Part II: Best Practices  examines research-based strategies and techniques to help English 

groups, mixed ages and grades, and informal, hands-on teaching and learning are the norm. 

Wondering where to start? Claude Goldenberg’s 

 Part III: Afterschool and ELs  

of ELs is included. Maximizing After School Opportunities for English Learners

Part IV: Online Resources  
game ideas. Some of the most creative resources can be downloaded, often free. English language 

teaching blogs highlight innovative strategies, conferences, and events, and connect with others 

, Foundations, 

Leveraging Afterschool for 
English Learner Success

Resources
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Articles/English_Learners_in_California_FAQ.pdf
Articles/English_Learners_in_California_FAQ.pdf
Articles/Teaching_ELL.pdf
Articles/Teaching_ELL.pdf
Articles/Maximizing-After-School-Opportunities-for-English-.pdf
http://www.languageandliteracy.org


Part I: English Learners in California, A Model

English Learners in California: What the Numbers Say, Ed Source, March 2008

English Learners in California: Frequently Asked Questions, California Department of 
Education, August 2006

used in schools.

Has Progress Been Made in Raising Achievement for English Language Learners?
Center on Education Policy, 2010

included throughout. 

Listening to Teachers of English Language Learners: A Survey of California Teachers’ 
Challenges, Experiences, and Professional Development Needs, Gandara, P., Maxwell-Jolly, J., 
and Driscoll, A., The Center for the Future of Teaching and Learning, 2005

Children in Immigrant Families: A California Data Brief, Newhouse, C., Children Now, 
August 2007

immigrants’ lives both inside and outside of school, Newhouse explores the life experiences of 

Reparable Harm: Fulfilling the Unkept Promise of Educational Opportunity for California’s Long 
Term English Learners, Olsen, L., Californians Together, 2010

 addresses the large number of students who remain English 

outlined.  
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http://file:/Volumes/tmelchiorre/2010%20Jobs/Job%23EL-CD-1010/Resources/Articles/ELs-in-CA-What-Numbers-Say.pdf
Articles/ELs-in-CA-What-Numbers-Say.pdf
Articles/English_Learners_in_California_FAQ.pdf
Articles/Center%20on%20Education%20Policy.pdf
Articles/Listenting_to_Teachers_ELL_Survey_Cal_Teachers.pdf
Articles/Listenting_to_Teachers_ELL_Survey_Cal_Teachers.pdf
Articles/Children_Immigrant_Families.pdf
Articles/Reparable_Harm_4.pdf
Articles/Reparable_Harm_4.pdf
http://www.californianstogether.org


Part II: Best Practices

Effective Literacy and English Language Instruction for English Learners in the Elementary 
Grades, Gersten, R., Baker, S., Shanahan, T., Linan-Thompson, S., Scarcella, R. and Collins, P., 
Institute of Educational Sciences, 2007

Teaching English Language Learners: What the Research Does—and Does Not—Say, 
Goldenberg, C., American Educator, Summer 2008

Succeeding With English Language Learners: Lessons Learned from the Great City Schools, 
Horwitz, A.R., et al., The Council of Great City Schools, October 2009

How Languages are Learned, Lightbown, P. M. & Spada, N., Oxford University Press, 2006. 
Chapter 7: Popular ideas about language learning revisited (pp. 183-195)

Practical implications for program design, pedagogical techniques, and educational activities are 

emphasized. 

Frontloading, San Francisco Department of Children, Youth and Their Families, 2009
Frontloading, sometimes called pre-teaching, is a process of introducing or exposing students to 

What Teachers Need to Know About Language, Wong Fillmore, L., and Snow, C., ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics, 2000

and grammar are acquired, and the ideal environment for language learning. Emphasis is placed on 

More Than Just Talk: English Language Learning in Afterschool, Weisburd, C., Center for 
Afterschool Education, Foundations, Inc., 2007 

More Than Just Talk 

provides information, techniques, and activities staff need to support and encourage practice with 

available for purchase at www. afterschooled. org or on loan free from the California Afterschool 

here
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Articles/Effective_Literacy_EL_Instruction.pdf
Articles/Effective_Literacy_EL_Instruction.pdf
Articles/Teaching_ELL.pdf
Articles/Succeeding_ELL.pdf
Articles/Popular_Ideas_about_Language_Learning_Revisited.pdf
Articles/frontloading.pdf
Articles/Teachers%20Need%20to%20Know.pdf
http://www.afterschooled.org
http://www.californiaafterschool.org


Oral-Language Skills for English Learners Focus of Researchers, Zehr, M.A., Education Week, 
October 2009
Zehr’s Education Week

school performance. 

Part III: Afterschool and ELs

Learning English and Beyond: A Holistic Approach for Supporting English Learners in After 
School, Bhattacharya, J., and Quiroga, J., California Tomorrow, October 2009

supporting the acquisition of academic English, and others. 

Supporting Student Outcomes through Expanded Learning Opportunities, from Enhancing 
School Reform through Expanded Learning, Little, P.M., Harvard Family Research Project, 
January 2009

After School Programs in the Central Valley Benefit Children and Youth: Evaluation Results from 
the 2006-2007 School Year, Newhouse, C., Central Valley Afterschool Foundation, 2008

positive effect of afterschool programs on attendance, language learning, and academic performance 

to support language development are included. 

Gaining a Voice After School: Why After School Programs Are a Powerful Resource for English-
Language Learners, Weisburd, C., Education Week, February 2008 

learners and learning. 

Putting the Pieces of the Puzzle Together: How Systematic Vocabulary Instruction and 
Expanded Learning Time Can Address the Literacy Gap, White, C., and Kim, J., Center for 
American Progress, 2009

Center for American Progress. 

Maximizing After School Opportunities for English Learners, Zarate, C., Alliance for a Better 
Community, 2009
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Articles/Oral-LanguageSkillsforELFocusofResearchers.pdf
Articles/Learning_English_Beyond.pdf
http://file:/Volumes/tmelchiorre/2010%20Jobs/Job%23EL-CD-1010/Resources/Articles/Learning_English_Beyond.pdf
Articles/OST-SupportingStudentOutcomes.pdf
Articles/OST-SupportingStudentOutcomes.pdf
Articles/Afterschool_programs_Central_Valley.pdf
Articles/Afterschool_programs_Central_Valley.pdf
Articles/Gaining_a_Voice_After_School_r.pdf
Articles/Gaining_a_Voice_After_School_r.pdf
Articles/Vocab_literacy_expanded_learning.pdf
Articles/Vocab_literacy_expanded_learning.pdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/
Articles/Maximizing-After-School-Opportunities-for-English-.pdf


Part IV: Online Resources

Websites

Colorín Colorado 

afterschool. 

Reading Rockets Sister site to Colorín Colorado, Reading Rockets offers resources for helping struggling 

section includes guides for empowering parents and for bilingual families. 

Dave’s ESL Cafe Idea Cookbook

older English learners. 

In the STARlight

Team Afterschool

Thinkfinity 

Blogs

Language and Literacy for All

concrete, engaging ideas for teaching and enrichment. 

Learning the Language Education Week

Educational Technology in ELT
enhance English teaching and learning. 

Larry Ferlazzo’s Websites of the Day

around current events. 

5

http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.eslcafe.com/
http://en.elresearch.org/issues/2
http://www.teamafterschool.org
http://www.thinkfinity.org
http://www.languageandliteracy.org
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-language/
http://educationaltechnologyinelt.blogspot.com/
http://larryferlazzo.com/index.html
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