LOCAL LAWS AND PROCEDURE ADDENDUM

The last page of each lesson of the Parents the Law manual contains a Local Laws and Procedures Addendum.  This handout compiles the questions from each lesson that you must answer to adapt laws, procedures, and resources to reflect your area.  
These materials were downloaded from:   http://www.streetlaw.org/content.asp?ContentID=389

Lesson 2 
Is It My Responsibility?:
Parent Versus Child
[image: image1.wmf]What local resources provide information to parents on selecting nutritional foods for their children?

[image: image2.wmf]
What local resources help parents decide what movies, television shows, and internet sites their children may view?

[image: image3.wmf]
What local resources provide learning opportunities to children before they reach school age?

[image: image4.wmf]
What is the compulsory school attendance law in your state?

[image: image5.wmf]
What are the local after school programs for children?

[image: image6.wmf]
What guidelines or recommendations does your state offer with regard to at what age it is appropriate for a child to stay home alone?

[image: image7.wmf]
What local resources provide information on personal money management?

[image: image8.wmf]
What local resources can help teenagers find jobs? Do child labor laws restrict the jobs teenagers may have?

[image: image9.wmf]
What are the child labor laws in your state?

[image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.wmf]Must a teen parent under the age of 18 live with their parent or guardian in order to receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families? Are there any local resources which help parents under the age of 18 live by themselves?

What are the general procedures for a minor to become emancipated in your state?

[image: image12.wmf]
At what age can an individual marry in your state?

Lesson 3

Is It My Responsibility: Parent Versus State

[image: image13.wmf]Do your state’s neglect laws offer any protections for parents who base medical decisions for their children on religious beliefs?
[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]How do local hospitals handle situations - for adults and children - where the family’s religious beliefs conflict with the recommended course of treatment? 

What is the compulsory education law in your state? 

[image: image16.wmf]What is the immunization law in your state?  Are there exemptions (e.g., for religious beliefs)?
Lesson 5

Why Do Some Laws Treat Minors Differently Than Adults?

[image: image17.wmf]
What is the age of majority in your state? 

[image: image18.wmf]
What are the voting requirements in your state? 

[image: image19.wmf]At what age can a person legally marry in your state?  Are there exceptions? 

[image: image20.wmf]What are the compulsory school attendance laws in your state?  At what age can an individual stop attending school?  Under what circumstances?

[image: image21.wmf]At what age can a person legally drive in your state?  Are there graduated licensing provisions?  If so, what are they?

[image: image22.wmf]Can minors in your state get birth control without parental permission?

[image: image23.wmf]What are the laws in your state regarding pregnant and parenting teens and TANF?

[image: image24.wmf]Under what circumstances can a minor become emancipated in your state (statutory or case law)? What requirements must they meet (e.g. minimum age, independence from parents, etc.) What are the local procedures for emancipation?  What happens when a minor becomes emancipated?

[image: image25.wmf]What programs are available to help people meet their basic needs in your state (food, clothing, medical care, employment)?  What are the basic eligibility requirements?  Where can people find out more?

Lesson 7

What Is Marriage?

[image: image26.wmf]
What are the requirements to marry in your state?

[image: image27.wmf]
Can first cousins marry in your state?


[image: image28.wmf]Can a pregnant 14 year-old and a 16 year-old marry in your state? What if the pregnant 14 year-old has parental permission? At what age can a person marry?  Under what circumstances?

[image: image29.wmf]Can same sex partners marry in your state?  If not, can they enter into civil unions and what protections and benefits do the civil unions provide? 

[image: image30.wmf]
Does your state allow for covenant marriages?

[image: image31.wmf]What is your state’s marriage law?  What is the process for getting married?  (e.g., what papers do you need?  How long do you have to wait?)

[image: image32.wmf]
Does your state recognize common law marriages?  If so, what are the criteria?

Lesson 8 
What Is Child Support?
[image: image33.wmf]
Can the parents of a minor parent be for ordered to pay child support for their grandchild?

[image: image34.wmf]
How does your state distribute child support collected through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program?

[image: image35.wmf]
Under what circumstances can a parent who is receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families refuse to cooperate with your state in collecting child support?

[image: image36.wmf]
Can a teen parent file on his or her own to collect child support?  If so, what are the local procedures?
[image: image37.wmf]
How does a parent establish paternity in your locality?  What are the fees?

[image: image38.wmf]How does your state distribute child support collected through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program?  Does the parent get any additional money if the collection process is successful?

[image: image39.wmf]
What is the definition of statutory rape in your state?  What are the penalties?

Is your locality prosecuting statutory rapes when someone files for child support?

Lesson 9
How Do I Collect Child Support?

[image: image40.wmf]
What are the procedures to establish paternity in your state?  

[image: image41.wmf]What are the requirements for collecting child support in your state?  Can a teen parent collect child support?  Can a teen parent be ordered to pay child support?

[image: image42.wmf]
What are the child support guidelines for collecting child support in your state?  What factors does a judge take into account in deciding on a fair amount?

[image: image43.wmf]
How does a parent bring a case to file child support in your state?

[image: image44.wmf]What is the general process to obtain child support?  (i.e., service of court papers on absent parent, setting of date for hearing, deciding amount of payments, receiving payments)

[image: image45.wmf]
What happens if the absent parent fails to pay child support?

Lesson 10 
Is It Abuse Or Neglect?
[image: image46.wmf]
What are your state’s laws and definitions for child abuse and neglect?

[image: image47.wmf]Who is required under state law to report suspicions of child abuse and neglect? Are they accorded immunity? Are reports confidential? What is the standard for reporting? 

[image: image48.wmf]

Who is required under state law to report suspicions of child abuse and neglect? Are they accorded immunity? Are reports confidential? What is the standard for reporting? Who is not required to report?

[image: image49.wmf]


How do you report child abuse and neglect in your state?  

[image: image50.wmf]

Based on your state law for scenario #1, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it?
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At what age can a parent leave a child at home unsupervised?  At what age can a parent leave a child at home to supervise a sibling?
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Based on your state law for scenario #2, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it?
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Does your state law mention anything about spanking?
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Based on your state law for scenario #3, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it?
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What are the compulsory school attendance laws in your state? Is not following the compulsory school attendance laws considered neglect?
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Based on your state law for scenario #4, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it?
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       Based on your state law for scenario #5, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this
       situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it? 
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Based on your state law for scenario #6, are neighbors mandatory reporters?  Does this situation constitute a reportable offense?  If so, how do you report it?
[image: image59.wmf]Lesson 11
Is It Neglect?:
The Case Of Kimberly
What are your state’s laws and definitions for child abuse and neglect? 

[image: image60.wmf]What are the general local court procedures for dealing with child abuse and neglect?

[image: image61.wmf]What happens at an adjudicatory/neglect hearing in your state?  When does the disposition take place then?

[image: image62.wmf]
How do you report child abuse and neglect in your state?
Lesson 12
Is it Discipline or Abuse?: The Vickie Quake Show
[image: image63.wmf]
What is physical abuse in your state? Is spanking mentioned in your state’s child abuse laws?  

Lesson 13

Education

[image: image64.wmf]What is the compulsory education law in your state?

[image: image65.wmf]How does your state’s neglect law address families who do not send children to school? 
[image: image66.wmf]What are the immunization requirements for school-age children?

[image: image67.wmf]Lesson 14 
What’s the Problem

How do common parents of a child obtain a visitation agreement?

[image: image68.wmf]


Do the laws in your state place restrictions on the purchase, possession or use of toy guns?

[image: image69.wmf]


Is there a curfew in your locality?

[image: image70.wmf]


How do you apply for Temporary Assistance for Need families (TANF) (AKA public assistance, welfare, etc.) in your state?  Who is eligible?  Are there any special rules for teen parents?  What are the procedures in your state to challenge the denial of TANF benefits?  What are the guidelines for determining who is an appropriate adult with whom a teen parent can live and collect TANF?

[image: image71.wmf]


How does a person become a legal guardian in your state?  What factors will be considered in the guardian’s application?
Lesson 15

Cops on Call:  Responding to Domestic Violence

[image: image72.wmf]
Are there any reporting requirements related to domestic violence?

[image: image73.wmf]
      What is the legal definition of domestic violence in your state?

[image: image74.wmf]
Is there a mandatory arrest law? If so, what specific factors trigger an arrest?

[image: image75.wmf]
Would this family fight (Handout 2) be considered domestic violence under your state law?

[image: image76.wmf]

What legal remedies are available for victims of domestic violence? Does your state offer a civil protection order or an equivalent? If available, what are the procedures for obtaining a civil protection order?

[image: image77.wmf]
Is dating violence (Handout 3) considered a type of domestic violence in your state? Are there special circumstances that must exist in order to find domestic violence has occurred between two teenagers?

[image: image78.wmf]
Is abuse of an elderly relative (Handout 4) covered under your state’s domestic violence laws? Do the relatives involved have to be living together? Are there any “vulnerable adult” laws in your state? 
Lesson 16
Is It Ok If I Say It Is?:  Statutory Rape
[image: image79.wmf]Are teachers required to report statutory rape?  If so, under what circumstances?


[image: image80.wmf]What is your state legislative body called?  What is a basic description of how it operates?  

[image: image81.wmf]What is the statutory rape law in your state?  What are the penalties for breaking the law?  Is the law being enforced?

Lesson 17 
What is Housing Discrimination?

[image: image82.wmf]
What persons are protected by your state’s fair housing laws? Your locality’s?  Do your local fair housing laws protect more groups than the federal fair housing act?

[image: image83.wmf]What are the occupancy standards, if any, in your locality?  How would they apply to this analysis?

[image: image84.wmf]Do your local housing laws protect people on Social Security from discrimination?

[image: image85.wmf]Do your local and/or state housing laws protect people from housing discrimination based on appearance?

[image: image86.wmf]Does your local and/or state law protect people against discrimination in housing based on sexual orientation?

Lesson 18 
Landlord And Tenant: Preparing To Move In
[image: image87.wmf]
[image: image88.wmf]In your state, what happens if a tenant does not pay the rent (e.g., late fees, procedures for eviction)?

[image: image89.wmf]Is there rent control in your state?  If not, what procedures must a landlord follow to raise the rent?

[image: image90.wmf]Is there a “warranty of habitability” in your state?  If so, what does it mean?

What are the requirements for determining the amount of a security deposit in your state?  Must the deposit be kept in an interest bearing account?  What are the procedures for handling the return of a security deposit at the end of a tenancy?

Lesson 19
Landlord and Tenant: Rights and Responsibilities After Moving In
[image: image91.wmf]
Is there a “warranty of habitability” in your state? If so, what does it mean?

[image: image92.wmf]


In your state do any housing codes establish responsibilities for the landlord? How do government housing inspectors help enforce the housing codes?

[image: image93.wmf]


If there is a “warranty of habitability” in your state, how would it apply to this problem?

[image: image94.wmf]


Do local housing codes require the landlord to keep private alleys and common areas free of debris, dirt, garbage, standing water, and other unsanitary conditions?

[image: image95.wmf]


Does your state allow tenants to withhold rent until a landlord makes needed repairs or changes? Can the tenant withhold rent in the amount of repairs the tenant has made him/herself (i.e., repair and deduct)?

[image: image96.wmf]


How does your state’s court system handle landlord and tenant disputes? (Example: landlord -tenant commissions, agencies, small claims courts, etc.) What can a tenant do if she or he cannot afford a lawyer?

[image: image97.wmf]


Under what circumstances can a tenant leave her apartment before completing her lease in your state? When does “constructive eviction” apply?

[image: image98.wmf]


What are the state procedures to bring an eviction suit?

Lesson 21
A Wise Consumer:
When Problems Arise
[image: image99.wmf]What is the child safety seat law in your state? Please specify age, height, and weight requirements.

[image: image100.wmf]What are the local small claims court procedures in your state? What is the maximum amount you sue for? How much does it cost to file a claim? Where do you go to file a claim? In general, what happens after you file a claim?

Lesson 22 
What’s The Law On Custody?
[image: image101.wmf]
     What are the procedures in your jurisdiction for filing for custody if the  
     parent is a teen parent? 

[image: image102.wmf]     What are the local procedures for getting custody?  Can you file for custody
     as a separate action or does it need to be part of another claim such as child
     support or divorce?

[image: image103.wmf]
How does a judge decide custody in your state?  

[image: image104.wmf]
Is there a presumption for joint custody?

[image: image105.wmf]
Review the fact strips in the lesson.  Are there any local laws regarding factors a judge considers in awarding custody that differ substantially from the standards on the fact strips?  If so, what are they?

[image: image106.wmf]Lesson 23
The Case of 
Rose Rivers v. William Winden
What is the process for filing for custody in your jurisdiction?  

[image: image107.wmf]
[image: image108.wmf]Where do you go to file a case?  How much does it cost to file a case?  Other fees to expect?  

How can you obtain legal assistance?  For uncontested cases, does the courthouse, the local bar, or another organization provide pro se assistance? Will a guardian ad litem be appointed for the child?
[image: image109.wmf]
Based on local laws, are there any important variations in the laws that affect the analysis below?

[image: image110.wmf]
What is the custody law regarding biological parent versus relative?
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