First Grade — My Family is Nebraskal - Lesson 3

Grade 1 Theme: My Family is Nebraska
Lesson Title: Nebraska Symbols
Literacy Strategies: graphic organizers, note-making, oral discussions, think-
pair-share
'Early Childhood Literacy Strategies: language modeling, vocabulary
development, think aloud, nonlinguistic representations, modeled and
shared writing, guided writing, descriptive feedback
'Suggested lesson length and implementation: 2-3 Days in November

Objectives /|» | can recognize Nebraska state symbols and differentiate between a
Learning Targets| Nebraska state symbol and a non Nebraska State Symbol.
‘e | can create a family crest.

Background 'students will need to know what the Nebraska State Symbols are (see pdf
Information| “Nebraska the Cornhusker State symbols”).

Materials & e NE symbols PDF
Resources + Sorting Worksheet- NE symbols & non NE Symbols
e Family Crest Print Outs
.« Comparing Questions

Content | Social Studies:
Standards/ | 1.1.2.b Identify symbols
Indicators | 1.4.5¢c Gather Historical Information about their family
11.4.5d Present historical information about their family
ELA:
10.1.1.5¢c Acquire new academic and content-specific grade level

'vocabulary

Procedures & | (Day 1) Anticipatory Set: The feacher will play the video about the
Routines | Nebraska State symbols. See “Nebraska" video in SharePoint>Elementary
?Sociol Studies>Lesson Plans and Resources>Nebraska 150 Lessons> st
|grade>Lesson 3.
Gradual |
Release of
Instruction | (Day 1) Whole Group: The teacher will then ask the students the following
Modeled (M) | questions. (These questions will relate fo Nebraska state symbols.) (S) The
Shared (8) teacher will do a think aloud about how to answer each question and
Guided (G)| model her answers. (M) The questions can be printed off and put under
Independent (1) Elmo or teacher can write them on chart paper before the lesson.
. [ Does your family...
+« have treesin their yard?
s« have a bird as a pet?
¢ watch Nebraska football¢
o go fishing?
i e have a flower garden?
| Next to each question the teacher will make tally marks for the children who raise their

| hand for a yes to the question.{S) The teacher will then explain that each state has
different symbols that represent things from that state. They then will show pictures from
| the Nebraska State Symbols PDF and discuss the following. (M)
State Tree- Cottonwood

State Bird- Meadowlark
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| State Fish-Caitfish

| State Flower-Goldenrod
Next the teacher will pass out the Nebraska State symbol sort worksheet. She will go over
the pictures and explain what each one is. (notice half Nebraska symbols, goldenrod
flower, cottonwood tree, catfish, and Meadowlark bird) They will explain some are
Nebraska symbols and some are not. The teacher can either choose o do this together

[ (G) or have the students do the assignment independently to check for understanding and

[recall of information. {I) f

' i

(Day 2 or 3) Engagement Activity: (M) The teacher will explain to students
'that just like Nebraska symbols that represent things from that state that
make them special and different from other states, your family is unique |
and special. “Each person may have different pets at home, enjoy special
family activities, or your family may make a unique meal.” (M) The teacher
'will then show the family crest blank print out. Then explain how the
Istudents will decorate it and show to their classmates. The teacher will
create a family crest that represents his or her family (use Think Aloud to
model how you make choices about what to include based on what you
know about your family). Then explain how this looks similar to a flag. (S)
Together with students brainstorm possible symbols that could be included |
‘on the family crests. Draw and or write examples on chart paper or !
'whiteboard. Give students time to begin drawing their family crest in
pencil.

(G) |
Option 1: Send home the blank crest and explanation/example crest and |
have families complete the crest together. Students could then bring the
|crest back to school and share with classmates.

' Option 2: Invite parents to the classroom for this lesson and have students
complete the crest with a parent/family member. |
| Option 3: Give students time in class to complete their family crest. ,

Summary | Wrap up the lesson by having the students present their family crest. This
‘can be hung up next to their family pictures used in Lesson 1 for a new ,
‘bulletin board. Take a picture to document your work on the “On Track fo |
Celebrating Nebraska's 150t Birthday" poster. g

Extension e Teacher can create alist of all the different information gathered fro the
Activities and! crest and compare and contrast the information
Resources e The teacher can read books about different families and how they live

and what they like fo do

e Connect state symbols to science: life-cycle of a honeybee. Build bee
boxes to attract pollinators; ptant a pollinator garden with goldenrods;
build bird feeders for meadowlarks.
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Nebraska State Symbols

DIRECTIONS: Cut out pictures and sort and glue under correct heading.

Nebraska Symbols

Not a Nebraska Symbol
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NEBRASKA’S STATE SYMBOLS®
State Seal and State Motto

‘The Nebraska Constitution provides for
a state seal that is to be kept by the secretary
of state and used by him or her officially as
directed by law. Legislation creating the original

S
R

In the background, a train of cars is heading
toward the Rocky Mountains. The mechanic
arts are represented by a smith with hammer
and anvil. Agriculture is represented by a set-
tler’s cabin and sheaves of wheat. In the top of
the circle is the state motto: “Equality Before
the Law.” The circle is surrounded with the
words, “Great Seal of the State of Nebraska, March 1st, 1867.”

R
state seal was passed in 1867. G R\
The seal’s design is as follows: On the f"%"-“d-’ ‘_{;'. 5‘2«}
right, a steamboat is ascending the Missoutri Eg[' E ’gli%\
River. The Rocky Mountains ate on the left. lfj\"" ip s l-/")
ARESY N
i
W
o

e

State Flag

Nebraska’s state flag was designated by
legislative action in 1925. It consists of a repro-
duction of the state seal, charged on the center
in gold and silver on a field of national blue.

State law says no part of the state flag is to
be used as a business advertisement or trade-
mark, and insulting the flag is forbidden. State
law also requires the flag to be displayed under
ot to the left of the US. flag on or near the State Capitol, the governot’s mansion, all
courthouses, city or village halls, schoolhouses and other public administrative buildings.

The original flag is displayed in the Office of the Secretary of State in the Capitol.
A historical scrapbook about the flag, compiled by Mrs. B.C. Miller of Crete, is on
microfilm at the Nebraska State Historical Society.

* Except whete noted, sources for state symbol information are: Nebraska State Historical Society; Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission; Conservation and Survey Division, University of Nebraska-Lincoln; Nebraska Secretary of
State’s Office; Nebraska Governor’s Office
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State Name

Nebraska has had two official state names: the “Tree Planters’ State” and the
“Cornhusker State.”

Nebraska was designated the “Tree Planters’ State” by legislative action in 1895.
Nebtaska’s claim to tree-planting fame includes the founding of Arbor Day in 1872
by J. Stetling Morton of Nebraska City, the Timber Culture Act of U.S. Sen. Phineas
W Hitchcock in 1873 and the millions of trees planted by eatly settlers as windbreaks,
woodlots and orchards.

The 1945 Legislature changed the official state name to the “Cornhusker State,”
thus repealing the 1895 act. The name is derived from the nickname for the University
of Nebraska athletic teams, the Cornhuskers. The term “cornhusker” comes from
the method of harvesting or “husking” corn by hdnd, which was common before the
invention of husking machinery.

State Flower

The goldenrod (Solidago serotina) was
declared the state flowet by legislative action
in 1895. Numerous species of goldenrod
grow throughout the state. The goldenrod is
an erect, coarse-looking perennial herb that is
usually about two or three feet tall. The small
flower heads, which are almost always yellow
but sometimes have cteam-colored or white
rays, are grouped into either elongated or
flattish clustets. The flowers appear from July
through October.

State Bird

The western meadowlark (Sturnella ne-
glectd) was designated the state bird by legisla-
tive action in 1929. The western meadowlark
is abundant throughout the state and is noted
for its joyous song. The birds are eighr to 11
inches long and are brown and streaked above,
with bright yellow underparts interrupted by a
bold crescent of black across the upper breast
and white outer tail feathers. The birds nest on
the ground in grassy fields or meadows and

feed largely on insects.
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State Tree

The American elm (Ubmus Americana 1..)
was named Nebraska’s first state tree in 1937,
but the 1972 Legislature named the cotton-
wood (Populns deltoides) as the state tree. The
cottonwood often is associated with pioneer
Nebraska. Several famous early landmarks
were cottonwood trees, and their shoots often
were collected by settlers who planted them
on their claims. Today, the cottonwood grows
throughout the state.

State Fossil

The mammoth was named Ne-
braska’s state fossil by legislative action
in 1967. Various species of the mam-
moth crossed the Betring Strait land
bridge and spread throughout most
of North America. Mammoths were
elephants, but some were larger than
the modern elephant. Early prehis-

toric people hunted the mammoth and

found the animal’s ivory tusks useful in making tools and realistic etchings. Mammoth
remains have been found in most Nebraska counties. One mammoth found in Lincoln
County, Archidiskodon imperator maibeni, was one of the world’s largest elephant fossils.
It is displayed in the University of Nebraska State Museum in Lincoln.

State Gemstone

Blue chalcedony, commonly called
the blue agate, was named Nebraska’s state
gemstone by legislative action in 1967. A
pale stone, blue chalcedony sometimes has
a dark internal form with bands of blue and
white and often has a colotless streak. Blue
agates often are used to make jewelry. The
blue agate can be found in northwestern

Nebraska, where it formed in wind-blown
silt and claystone deposited in the Chadron
Formation of Oligocene Age.
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State Rock

The prairie agate was declared the
Nebraska state rock by legislative ac-
tion in 1967. Agate is a semiprecious
stone, and Nebraska has an abundance
of it, especially in the Oglala National
Grassland. Agate is a variegated quartz
noted for its layered varicties. In most
specimens, the bands are coarse and dif-
fer in color and translucency, as well as

in compactness and porosity. The prairie
agate, distinguished from most other agates because it seldom has these bands, is still
colorful, has a rounded irregular shape and is popular for jewelry.

Prairie agate is not native to Nebraska. [t formed in sedimentary rocks in Wyoming
and South Dakota and subsequently eroded from these deposits and was carried into
Nebraska by streams.

State Grass

Little bluestem (Schigachyrinm scoparium)
was designated the official state grass by
legislative action in 1969. Little bluestem, a
vigorous native prairie grass, grows throughout
the Great Plains and beyond. In central and
western Nebraska, it grows in bunches and
is sometimes called “bunch grass.” In some
areas, it also is known as “beard grass.”” The
grass is an important native hay and forage
grass.

State Insect

The honeybee (Apis mellifica) was named
the official Nebraska state insect by legislative
action in 1975. Honey production is a $3.1
million industry in Nebraska. In 2006, ac-
cording to the National Agricultural Statistics
Service, there were about 47,000 colonies of
honeybees in the state producing more than
3 million pounds of honey.




NiBrAsKA: T11E CORNHUSKER STATE 15

State Soil _ e

The 1979 Legislature designated the fifiias ' ‘
official state soil to be soils of the Holdrege
series, classified as Typic Argiustolls, which are
slightly to moderately alkaline and fine-silty
in texture. The mean average temperature
of Holdrege series soil ranges from 50 to
56 degrees Fahrenheit. The mean average
precipitation ranges from 18 to 24 inches
per year. Holdrege soils are ideal for grow-

ing crops such as sorghum, wheat and
cotn. This soil is most commonly found in south-central Nebraska and north-central
Kansas.

State Mammal

The 1981 Legislature designated the white-
tailed deer (Odocoilens virginianus) as the state
mammal. The white-tailed deer is a herbivorous
hoofed mammal found in farmlands, brushy areas
and woods. If alarmed, this deer raises its tail,
exhibiting a conspicuous flash of white that can
communicate danger to other deer or help a fawn
to follow its mother in flight. The feeding hahits
of white-tailed deer are flexible: they graze on
green plants; eat acorns, nuts and corn in the fall;
and browse on woody vegetation in the winter.

White-tailed deer hunting is a popular recreational
activity in Nebraska.

State Fish

On Sept. 13,1997, Gov. Ben Nelson
declared the channel catfish (Ietalurus punc-
tatus) to be the official state fish. The chan-
nel catfish is a popular sport fish that often
is used for food. It has distinctive barbels
or “whiskers” that are covered with taste
buds. Its diet consists of aquatic insects,
crayfish, fish, frogs and plant material.
Channel catfish spawn duting summer in

cavities created by tree roots ot rocks and
often defend their nests.
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State American Folk Dance

On Sept. 19, 1997, Gov. ———=
Ben Nelson declared the
square dance to be the official

state American folk dance.
Square dancing developed as
the nation progressed toward
the west. It became a popular
diversion from the hardships
settlers faced. Square dancing
is called, cued or prompted
to dancers. Related forms
include round dancing, clog-
ging, contra dancing and line
dancing.*

State Ballad
On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared “A Place Like Nebraska” to be the
official state ballad. Sol Kutlet composed the words and music.

A Place Like Nebraska

When I dream of my home
And the good folks I've known
I’'m glad I’'ve grown up

In Nebraska

‘Cause the good life is there
With sun and fresh air

And neighbors who care

In Nebraska

Whetever you go, they all want to know
And someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you’te bred and corn-fed in Nebraska

With cool winding streams
And good football teams
And jobs that ate there for the asking

*Source: Nebraska State Square and Round Dance Association.
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With daughters and sons
Some real famous ones
All proud to be called a Nebraskan

‘Cause wherever you go, they all want to know
And someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you come from a place like Nebraska

A soft falling snow
A warm fire’s glow
And a lifetime of memories to last ya

Of a cool summer’s breeze
And bright autumn leaves
Each season a joy in Nebraska

So whetever you go, you just let them know
‘Cause someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you come from a place called Nebraska

State Historic Baseball Capital
On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared St. Paul to be the official historic
baseball capital of Nebraska.

State Baseball Capital
On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Wakefield to be the official baseball
capital of Nebraska.

State Village of Lights
On Dec. 11, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Cody to be Nebraska’s official Vil-
lage of Lights.

State River
On Feb. 26, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared the Platte River to be the official state
river. The Platte, formed by the junction of the North Platte and South Platte rivers
near the city of North Platte, Aows east through central Nebraska into the Missouti
River. The stteam is 310 miles (500 kilometers) long.
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The Platte is too shal-
low for navigation, but it is an
important source of water for
farm irrigation, municipal and
industrial uses, recreation and
hydroelectric power produc-
tion. The tiver also provides
habitat for sandhill cranes, other
migratory birds, fish and other
wildlife.

The Platte River valley has
been an important east-west
human transpottation corridor

Platte River in Early Spring

throughout history. The Oregon, Mormon and California trails, the Pony Express route,
the Union Pacific transcontinental railroad, the first transcontinental paved highway
(U.S. Highway 30) and Interstate 80 all have followed the Platte.

State Soft Drink
On May 21, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Kool-Aid to be the official state soft
drink. The fruit-Alavored drink was developed in Hastings in 1927 by Edwin E. Perkins,
founder and president of the Perkins Products Co.’®

State Beverage
On Sept. 10, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared milk to be the official state beverage.
The dairy industry is an important part of Nebraska’s agricultural economy.

* Source: Adams County Flistorical Society.
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State Poet Laureate®
The 1921 Legislature named John G. Neihardt (1881-1973) as Poet Laureate of
Nebraska. Neihardt’s first book of poetry was published in 1908. In 1912, he began
writing “The Epic Cycle of the West,” consisting of five long natrative poems, and
this became his chief literary work. These poems are Neihardt’s substantial and unique
contribution to the history of Nebraska and the West.

State Poet’

Twyla Hansen was named Nebraska’s second state
poet by proclamation of Gov. Dave Heineman on
Nov. 14, 2013. Hansen is the first woman to hold the
post, which had been vacant since the death of William
Kloefkorn in 2011. Raised on a farm near Lyons in
northeast Nebraska, Hansen received an undergraduate
degree in horticulture and a master’s degree in agroecol-
ogy from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Hansen
has published extensively and received numerous awards
and honors for her poetry, including the High Plains
Book Award and the WILLA Literary Award. She also
has twice received the Nebraska Book Award. Hansen,
who lives in Lincoln, was appointed to the position for a five-year term.

U.S. Poet Laureate

The Library of Congtress named Garland resident Ted Kooser the U.S. Poet Laure-
ate for 2004-06. Kooser is the author of 12 poetry collections, including “Delights and
Shadows,” which won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize, “Weather Central” and “Flying at Night.”
He also has published three books of prose, including “Local Wonders; Seasons in the
Bohemian Alps.” Kooser has won many honots and awards, including four honorary
doctorate degrees and two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts.
Ground-breaking for the Ted Kooser Elementary School in Lincoln was held in April
2008, Kooser is Presidential Professor of English at the Univetsity of Nebraska-Lincoln.

State Song
The 1967 Legislature declared “Beautiful Nebraska,” composed by Jim Fras, to be
the state’s official song.

The title “poet laureate” remains with Neihardt. For more information and a photograph of Neihardk, see his Ne-
braska Hall of Fame listing on Page 72.
7 Source: Twyla Hansen.



